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August, 2011
Sunday Worship Schcclulc

T/tc heart of our life t%ct/mr
10:00 a.m.: We gather for worship
in the Sanctuary
Rev. Michael Wasylik presiding
Childcare provided for those ages 3 and under

August 7: Eighth Sunday after Pentecost (Communion
Sunday) Lectionary texts include Genesis 37:1-4, 12-28,
45b; Romans 10:5-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 16-22; and Matthew
14:22-33.

August 14: Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Readings in-
clude Genesis 45:1-15; Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32; Psalm 133;
and Matthew 15: 10-20, 21-28.

August 21: Tenth Sunday after Pentecost Readings in-
clude Exodus 1:8-2:10; Romans 12:1-8; Psalm 124; and
Matthew 16:13-20.

August 28: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost Readings
include Exodus 3:1-15; Romans 12:9-21; Psalm 105:1-6, 23-
26, 45b; and Matthew 16-21-28. Rev. Richard Olmsted

presiding.

I:rom the Fastor
T he Rev. Michael Wasglilc

Olivet Congregational Church has em-
barked on the journey to fill the empty po-
sition of Christian Education Director, very
well held these past three years by Grace
Anderson. The Christian Education committee has met
and done some thoughtful work examining the job de-
scription in light of Olivet’s needs. The committee’s rec-
ommendations will go to council for final approval, and it
is my hope that we will begin to post the position in Au-
gust. I believe it will serve us well to search until we find




the right candidate, as opposed to rushing to fill the
position. Grace and the Christian Education commit-
tee have done excellent work in preparing us for the
fall, granting us the liberty of time.

I view Christian Education as the key area of growth
for Olivet over the next three years. Therefore,
please permit me to share my thoughts about the im-
portance of Christian Education and its function
within Olivet. Moreover, I write to you not only as a
pastor, but also as a parent whose children will travel
the entire length of Christian Education within Oli-
vet.

I view Christian Education first and foremost as Faith
Formation. Christian Education implies learning
about what to believe. Faith formation implies learn-
ing to believe —a gift that will last a lifetime. Al-
though content is vitally important, especially Bible
literacy, it is the mentoring of children by faithful
adults that will have the longest lasting influence on
the life of a child. We learn fo believe by relating
with people who do believe.

To this end, I strongly value an intergenerational min-
istry in the classroom and in worship. For example,
a best practice in ministry has been that each Sunday
school class be taught by three people of three differ-
ent generations —an adult with school-aged children,
an “older adult” (sorry, no other way to say it), and a
confirmation or post-confirmation aged youth. Such
an approach would envelop our children in kindness
and wisdom, give the youth a chance to teach, and
give the children something to which they may as-
pire. Moreover, I would like the children to be
steeped in learning how to worship, and to have the
new director be in worship with the children every
week.

Someone has recently asked me how we make the
switch from a paradigm of Christian Education to
one of faith formation. Ireplied, “Emphasize the in-
between places.” The transitions between childhood
and confirmation, confirmation and youth group,
and youth group and young adulthood are saturated
with risk and possibility. These “in-between places”
are where we can lose our kids to the increasingly
powerful influence of the world, or teach them to
navigate the changes in life that can shake our faith.
To this end, I think it important that Olivet begin to
stress rites of passage as a way to mark a child’s en-
trance into the next phase of life, and to surround
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them with love as they make the change.

Traditionally, confirmation has been the primary rite
of passage in a child’s life at Olivet. I envision confir-
mation becoming a two-year process whereby the
confirmand spends the first year learning how to
read their Bible and understand core elements our
faith, and spends the second year learning how to be
an adult within the church. Specifically, they would
be on church committees, serve as Sunday school
teachers, and participate in mission within the com-
munity.

I remember the first time that I looked at a map to
find where Olivet was placed within Saint Paul —and
I found it within easy reach of five colleges and uni-
versities. I would hope that whoever directs our faith
formation would have a heart for those who are tran-
sitioning to adulthood. We have many wonderful
people among us who would be able to mentor col-
lege-aged students into adult life, into careers and
family. We have a beautiful space in which to wor-
ship, and there is no reason that we can’t invite peo-
ple to have their weddings here, and then stay to
raise their families here—in a place where people
love to worship God and who care for each other.
And the cycle goes on.

Let me end on a pragmatic note. Faith formation is
the most natural way to reach out to the community.
Church growth should never be a goal in and of it-
self, but it is always a byproduct of taking seriously
the act of faith formation. Families will look for a
church that will love their children. We love our
children, and now we need a way to show the world
that we do such a thing. I invite you to join me in
supplication toward God who is leading us —and our
children — toward abundant life at Olivet. Please do
not hesitate to contact me with your own dreams and
desires for faith formation at Olivet.

Michael



Community Works

Vote” for The Family Place!

The Family Place has been awarded a $1,000 grant as
part of the 100 Ways of Giving Program sponsored by
EMC Insurance Companies. They can turn that
$1,000 into $25,000 by competing against 99 other
nonprofit organizations to rack up the most votes,
which is where you come in. Daily, until October 8,
please connect to http:/ /www.countonemc.com/
give/charity.asp?charity=69&CharityName=The
Family Place&CharityLocation=Minnesota and place
a vote for The Family Place. On October 9, the four
nonprofit organizations with the highest combined
scores from the EMC Insurance Foundation and pub-
lic votes will each receive a $25,000 grant. Thanks for
your votes! -- Margaret Lovejoy, Executive Director, The
Family Place

Don’t Forget the Hungry
The Community Works Committee encourages your
help in collecting;:

e Nonperishable foods and hygiene items for Key-
stone Community Services food shelf -- fill our
grocery cart!

e Coupon booklets for Store to Door volunteer
shoppers (must be intact)

e Cash or checks (to Olivet, with Harvey Fund on
the memo line) for food shelf workers to provide
fresh produce, dairy products and meats/fish for
our needy neighbors.

Simpson Shelter Sandwich Brigade Sign-up on
Bulletin Board

There is a new sign-up sheet on the church bulletin
board for the “Sandwich Brigade” in the coming
months —let’s keep our great results going! We sup-
ply 100 sandwiches per month for the Simpson
Homeless Shelter in Minneapolis to distribute to
homeless people as they leave the shelter in the morn-
ing. We need volunteers to purchase supplies, make
the sandwiches, and deliver them to Simpson — this
can all be the same person or family, or the work can
be divided among three volunteers. — Caroline Stone

Visit the Olivet Website for Volunteer
Connections

The Volunteer Corner page on Olivet’s website links
to numerous opportunities for you to share your tal-
ents with the community. Visit www.olivetucc.net/
_17901.html to learn more.

St. Paul Area Council of Churches
School Tools Drive
August 8-29, 2011
Each year congregations participating in the
School Tools Drive collect new backpacks, cal-
culators and other school essentials to benefit
nine programs and organizations in the East
Metro that serve homeless and low-income
schoolchildren. Just one of these programs,
the St. Paul Public Schools, served nearly 2,000
homeless students last year.
Supply List
(All items should be new. The drive serves elemen-
tary, middle and high school students.)
Especially needed:
Backpacks
3-ring binders and Trapper Keepers
Calculators
Pocket dictionaries
Tissues (boxes or individual packs)
Wide-ruled spiral notebooks

Also needed:

Pencils, pens, markers, folders, erasers, high-
lighters, pencil sharpeners, rulers, glue sticks and
bottles, loose-leaf paper, scissors, crayons (all
sizes), poster board, display board, water colors.

Bring your donations to Olivet (place on pew near
kitchen doors) by 10:00 a.m. Monday morning
August 29. Olivet volunteers will deliver the supplies
to SPACC that morning.
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Christian Education
Supporting Faith Formation for All Ages

Gracc Notcs

August, 2011
Dear Olivet Members and Friends,

This is the last “Grace Notes” column that I will be writing for the Olivetian. In the
past three years, I have written on many aspects of ministry with children, youth
and families. I have witnessed a time in the life of this congregation when a sort of inventory is
being taken. Olivet is being asked “What are our treasured traditions here and what new areas of
growth are we willing to explore.”

A part of that questioning has taken place in the Christian Education and Youth Advisory Com-
mittees. What I am witnessing is a new generation of parents coming into leadership roles in the
congregation. Some treasured traditions are being cared for, such as Senior Sermons, the annual
Children’s Sunday worship service, the Children’s Christmas Program and the bi-annual youth

mission trips.

Some new traditions and opportunities have also sprouted in these past three years. Sunday
School was reintroduced. The Children’s Time in worship has become a regular part of the service.
Our Youth Group now meets regularly on Wednesday evenings. We have also shown our con-
tinuing commitment to the Heifer Project with our Children’s Annual Meeting, at which the chil-
dren vote on how to donate their Sunday School offering. I am so glad that a service component
has been added to our Children’s Wednesday Night program. I could keep going but I hope you
get the idea.

In the past year, we have elected new leadership for the children, youth and family ministry pro-
grams. With this new leadership there is a renewed energy full of creative ideas and a strong sense
of commitment. I sense that Olivet’s ministry to its children, youth and family is ready to take off!

As for me, I am looking forward to my work as a chaplain resident with the Healthiest Care Sys-
tem. It will be a year of learning and growth that I can only imagine. It is a time of great anticipa-
tion and learning. I will take with me Olivet in my heart as I move into this new ministry.

Many people have asked me if I will continue worshiping at Olivet. When I joined Olivet, I main-
tained my membership at Macalester Plymouth United Church in St. Paul. But that doesn’t mean
that I won't attend occasional programs or worship services at Olivet. I may even try one of those
yoga classes again!

So, in conclusion, thank you to all of you at Olivet who have touched my life and my daughter
Sarah’s life. We will be leaving richer and our faith deeper from our time together.

In peace,
Grace




Plan Ahead:

Fall Christian Education Dates

. September 11: Rally Sunday

. September 14: First “Wednesday
Night at Olivet” dinner and pro-
gram

. September 18: Sunday School
classes begin.

Summer Nursery

Our nursery is staffed during the summer
months by our lead childcare provider, Gwen
Lilly, for children ages 3 and under.

Worship Bags

If you child will be with you during worship ser-
vices, we have refreshed Worship Bags available
in the back of the sanctuary. The bags are gener-
ally for children around preschool age. For older
children, we have children’s worship bulletins
available along with clipboards with activities
such as Bible-related word searches and puzzles.
If you have a suggestion for items that you
would like to see in the bags or on the clip-
boards, please let Sarah Senaratna know!

First Christian Education Meeting August 17
The Christian Education Committee will meet
Wednesday, August 17, at 6:30 p.m. in the Parlor
to begin fall planning and training.

“Wednesdays with Wendell” Continues
Wednesdays through August 31
Olivet Courtyard at 6:30 p.m.

Please join us in the courtyard when you can
this summer. We read a different Wendell Berry
short story each week, We generally take turns
reading a few paragraphs, always leaving open
the option of "passing" for those who would
rather lean back and listen to the voices of
friends, new and old, reading aloud. Reflection
and discussion follow. All are welcome! - Roger
Larson

Children/Youth Contact Information

e Director of Christian Education: Grace
Anderson (grace.andersonce@comcast.net)
(until August 21)

e Youth Group Director: Heidi Wermedal
(heidi-hall@bethel.edu)

e Chair of Christian Education Committee:
Carrie Beach (beachkee@gmail.com)

e Council Liaison for Christian Education:
Sarah Senaratna (dssenaratna@hotmail.com)

o Council Liaison for Youth Ministry: Cristina
Lien (eclien@mninter.net)



mailto:grace.andersonce@comcast.net
mailto:heidi-hall@bethel.edu

AUGUST 2011

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
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Summer Sunday Schedule*
COMMUNION SUNDAY

Open Basketball, 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Brass Quintet rehearsal,
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m.

Yoga, Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m.

Church Council Meeting,
Parlor, 7:00 p.m.
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Summer Sunday Schedule*

Open Basketball, 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall
Brass Quintet rehearsal,
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m.

15

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
7:00 p.m.
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21

Summer Sunday Schedule*

Open Basketball, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m.
Brass Quintet rehearsal,

22

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
7:00 p.m.
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28

Summer Sunday Schedule*

Open Basketball, 6:30 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

Brass Quintet rehearsal,
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m.

29

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
7:00 p.m.
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
3 4 3) 6
o c Building & Grounds,
livet Annual Church _ , 8:00 a.m., Parlor
Picnic, Highland Picnic | 2P Bormitee.
Shelter, 6:00 p.m. Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m.
Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
7:00 p.m.
10 11 12 13
Book Group, 7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m., Courtyard
17 18 19 20
Christian Education Meeting,
Parlor, 6:30 p.m.
“Wednesdays with Wendell”
Book Group, Yoga, Fellowship Hall
6:30 p.m., Courtyard 7:00 p.m.
24 25 26 27
“Wednesdays with Wendell” Yoga, Fellowship Hall
Book Group, 7:00 p.m.
6:30 p.m., Courtyard
31

“Wednesdays with Wendell”
Book Group,
6:30 p.m., Courtyard

*Summer Sunday Schedule
10:00 a.m. Worship
9:30 -11:30 a.m. Nursery available
Worship is always followed by a
Fellowship Coffee Hour.




Olivet Church Council Minutes

Olivet Church Council Meeting: June 14, 2011

Present: Jeff Benjamin, Sarah Senaratna, Nancy
Berry, Joel Peterson, Caroline Stone, Cris Lien,
Holly Stoerker, Margaret Tabar and the Rev. Mi-
chael Wasylik.

Absent: Christian Soltermann, Paul Clasen, and
Barb Nilles

Opening: Michael Wasylik offered an opening
prayer, and Council members shared joys and
concerns.

Minutes: The minutes of the May 10, 2011 meet-
ing were approved. Wording in the May min-
utes was revised to read: Tom McClellan recom-
mends increasing the Building Ordinance sec-
tion of our insurance coverage so that in case of
a fire, the building could be rebuilt to current
code standards, which would include installing
an elevator. The council agreed to increase in-
surance coverage by $200,000 at an annual cost
of $220. Total Building Ordinance coverage
would then be $300,000. The total coverage on
the building as of our last renewal (November
21, 2010) was $4,061,000. In addition there is Per-
sonal Property coverage of $610,000.

Sarah Senaratna reports that the Christian Edu-
cation committee is clarifying nursery policies so
older children can be welcomed and accommo-
dated when there is no Sunday school.

Moderator’s Report: Further discussion of the
phrase “radical hospitality” led Council mem-
bers to agree to read a common article for dis-
cussion at the July meeting. Holly Stoerker
agreed to research and recommend a reading.

The council acknowledged the resignation of
Grace Anderson. Prior to initiation of the hiring
procedure, the Christian Education committee
members are reviewing the duties and hours of
the Director of Christian Education and Sunday
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School teacher positions which are both unfilled.

The Council approved a motion to bring various
independently operating small groups under the
umbrella of the Adult Education committee for
training and support purposes.

The Council encouraged further development of
the liturgical stole project which will be led by
Holly. Original designs and samples from the
creation of the dossal screen have been uncov-
ered which will be helpful in this project and
may lead to an artistic display.

Treasurer’s Report: Barb Nilles provided a posi-
tive financial statement.

Stewardship: Joel Peterson reported an offering
of $278 to the UCC Strengthen the Church mis-
sion offering.

Membership: The annual all church picnic is
being planned for early in August and will be
held at the Highland Park picnic area.

Diaconate Report: Holly distributed a written
Deacons’ report with comments about the May
Deacons’ Sunday, healing prayers during com-
munion, prayers for the youth group during
their summer mission trip to Arkansas, and the
importance of confidentiality.

Christian Education: A year-long curriculum
has just been instituted. This summer, the chil-
dren’s Sunday program includes Bible stories
that focus on various heroes, supplemented with
a nice mix of games & crafts.

The next Council meeting will be on July 12,
2010 at 7:00 p.m. Michael closed the meeting
with prayer.

Respectfully submitted,
Margaret Tabar
Olivet Church Clerk



Treasurer’s Report
(as of June 30, 2011)

Year End YTD YTD
INCOME Budget 2011 2010
Pledges 209,500 118,320 131,924
Endowment Draw 37,500 18,750 0
Other 64,122 26,106 23,833
TOTAL 311,122 163,176 155,757
EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff 213,439 101,929 104,254
Program & Benevolence 36,505 16,932 23,097
Building & Office 50,197 34,932 28,968
TOTAL 300,141 153,793 156,316
Net income over expenses 10,981 9,383 -559

Stock Gifts

When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the following

information:

1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of shares.
When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesn’t always say who it’s from. Unless the office has
been informed, we don’t know whom to credit.

2. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney.

- Barbara Nilles, Treasurer

Visit with Old Friends, Make New Friends at
Olivet's Annual Picnic Wednesday, August 3!

~TTCHT Olivet's annual picnic will be held Wednesday, August 3,
AUGUST starting at 6:00 p.m. at the St. Paul Highland Park Picnic
Shelter. Bring: Salad, fruit or a dessert to share; and water, pop, or other
beverages for your family. We will supply cold cuts/cheese trays and buns, pa-
per products and utensils. Everyone welcomel!l Directions: Go south on Snelling
to Montreal. Take a left on Montreal and then take the first left after you
cross Hamline. There is parking and a great kids' playground up the hill. The
Shelter is just past the playground. Please plan to attend and take a few min-
utes to call a couple other Olivet friends to encourage them to come also!
Any questions, call Kathy Lamp at 651-690-1699.




Announcements

Pastor’s Schedule

The Rev. Michael Wasylik is in the office Tues-
days through Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
and by appointment. You may reach him at (651)
646-1478 or Michael. Wasylik@comcast. net. In
the event of a pastoral emergency, contact him at
his cell phone number: (708) 752-3034.

Upcoming Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild,
Deacon, and Coffee Hour Hosts

Readers: Cristina Lien (8/7), Bonnie Eldridge
(8/14), Mekea Larson (8/21), and Patti Bahr
(8/28). August Altar Guild: Adam Rynkiewich.
August Deacon: Rachel Awes. August Coffee
Hour Hosts: Barbara and Tom McClellan.

OF GENERAL INTEREST

Preserving the Dossal Tapestry Creation
Heritage

Do you have experience in preserving, conserv-
ing, or archiving historical material? Or perhaps
you know someone who does? The Steering
Committee for the Dossal Screen and Stole Pro-
ject is seeking help in making decisions about
how to best preserve the original design sheets
for the dossal tapestry. Some materials are on
fragile paper and others are yarns and can-

vas. We are seeking expertise in paper, textiles,
and photo-documentation. If you have experi-
ence to offer please contact Holly Stoerker at
hstoerker@comcast.net or 651-698-8169.

“Bit x Bit” Saturday, August 6

Join members of the Olivet Building and
Grounds Committee on Saturday morning, Au-
gust 6 at 9:00 a.m. to complete the summer
church repair and maintenance chore list and get
the church in tip-top shape for the beginning of
the church/school year. Coffee and doughnuts
at 9:00; work usually finishes up by noon. All
skill levels are welcome! Contact Christian
Soltermann with any questions: csolter-
mann@mjs-inc.net.
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Volunteer at
Galtier Magnet School This Fall!

Several Olivetians have joined with some mem-
bers and friends of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church
in Merriam Park to tutor students, help class-
room teachers, and operate the school library at
Galtier Science/Math/Technology Magnet Ele-
mentary School, 1317 Charles Avenue (two
blocks north of University Avenue at Hamline
Avenue). Volunteers spend an hour or so each
week (more if you'd like!) working directly with
the children. If you'd like to join this effort,
please contact Jean Fabel at jmfabel@comcast.net
or 651-636-2423. You need not have had any ex-
perience in schools, and there will be a very
helpful Volunteer Orientation in September for
current and new volunteers. I hope you'll con-
sider this very rewarding opportunity. These
adorable and needy young children need you!

In addition, many of us are going to gather in
late August for a discussion of a highly recom-
mended book about understanding and working
with children of various cultural backgrounds,
Other People’s Children: Cultural Conflict in the
Classroom, by Lisa Delpit. The discussion will be
facilitated by a Galtier teacher. You're welcome
to come to the gathering whether or not you've
read the book. Again, if you have questions,
please contact me. Ihope to hear from you! -
Jean Fabel

September Olivetian Deadline Monday,
August 22
All articles and calendar items for the
September 2011 issue of the Olivetian are due
in my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net)
by Monday, August 22. Thanks!
- Kathy Oakley, Office Manager
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August Celebrations

ANNIVERSARIES
Erik and Cristina Lien 8/9
Hervey Evans and Theresa Gaffey 8/21
Tom and Barbara McClellan 8/24
Ron and Margaret Tabar 8/25
Steve Nelson and Kathy Lamp 8/30
Rev. Marion and Dorothea Pocker 8/30
BIRTHDAYS
Mekea Larson 8/1 Susan Bluhm 8/22
Colton Bluhm 8/2 Georgiana Gjertson 8/23
Ella Bluhm 8/5 Virginia DuRand 8/26
Peter Mazanec 8/11 Carolyn Kell 8/27
Linda Mazanec 8/13 Julie Elhard 8/28
Katheryn Wasylik 8/16 Peggy Squire 8/29
David Sweeney 8/18 Dick Olmsted 8/30
Donna Foss 8/21 Isabella Gamble 8/31
Thomas Foss 8/22
THE PRAYER LIST

We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors — both near and far, both stranger and friend.
And in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God:

Gordon DEANE requests prayers for healing and discernment as he faces
decisions regarding his diagnosis of prostate cancer.

Virginia DURAND, at home.

Joyce GUSTAFSON, at Lyngblomsten Care Center

Martha KAEMMER, recovering at home from June 23 spinal surgery.

Pat KOOPMANS, in Arizona to assist her mother, Mary Koopmans,
recuperating from a stroke.

Dawn SINGLETON, recuperating at home from major surgery June 29.

Jacob WETTERLING, and all missing children.
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers
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The Rev. Michael Wasylik Pastor  Jeff Benjamin Moderator
Paul Boehnke Organist/Choirmaster ~ Barbara Nilles Treasurer
Grace Anderson Director of Christian Education ~ Margaret Tabar Clerk
Kathryn Oakley Office Manager ~ Holly Stoerker Senior Deacon
Leonard “Butch” Schultz Facilities ~ Gwen Lilly Lead Childcare Provider
Heidi Wermedal Youth Director ~ Adam Rynkiewich Altar Guild
Buffy Larson Bell Choir Director ~ Paul Clasen Head Usher

Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
The Olivetian is published monthly.
Phone (651) 646-1478 Fax (651) 644-3838

www.olivetucc.net

contact@olivetucc.net



