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Summer
Worship
at Olivet
10:00 a.m.

June Sunday Worship Schedule

Scripture Notes
for a New Season:

From now until the begin-
ning of Advent , we enter the
long stretch described as the
0Sundays aft e

In this Lectionary Year C,
the season of Pentecost tex
l ead us throu
ing stories and healing min-

istries as recounted in the
Gospel of Luke. We will alsg
encounter challenging storie
of the Hebrew prophets and

portions of
early churches. Together, th
Lectionary texts help inform

and empower our life as a

congregation, as we are di-

rected by the Holy Spirit

The heart of our [|ife tog
10:00 a.m. We gather for worship in the Sanctuary
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching
throughout the month

10: 15 a. m. Children | eave wor shi
June 6: Second Sunday after PentecostéOur f i rst of fi ci
Sundayo6 wil |l include celebration of
Chil drends Program focusing on care

worship service will be graced by the music of Yuko Heberlein,
accompanied by one of her violin students. Scripture passages include |
Kings 17:8-24, Psalm 30 and Luke 7:1417 and may challenge our
understandings about both death and the possibilities for new life.

June 13: Third Sunday after Pentecost - We encounter the haunting story
of the woman who anointed Jesus with precious oil from Luke 7:36-8:3,

along with Paulds views about the ¢
his letter to the church at Galatia (Galatians 2:1521). Psalm 32 celebrates
Godods | ove and acceptance of sinner
deal with transgression and forgiveness in our own lives.
June 20: Fourth Sunday after Pentecostd We encounter the radical
L inclusivity of Jesusd message in bo
r possessed ky gdegnens (Lgke 8:263 9 ) and Paul 06s desc
societal barriers disapp2p Psallhdhgivesh r
s words to our deep longings to be in
9 Hune‘]ﬁ:SFHtr?é)undgyeaf?eFF;éﬁtecost & We will receive our annual
Strengthen the Church offering and
children, Prince and Mya. Our texts bring the story of the prophet Elijah
being succeeded by Elisha, raising interesting questions about the
succession of pastoral leadership within a faith community (2 Kings 2:1-2,
3 aeﬁlls)ﬁ %gsuis rgnPin(d%h}s gstgrgebs that he is with them only for.a time, and
|, offers guidance for their continued faithfulness (Luke 9:51 -62) in his
" absence. Psalm 16 reminds us of Go
How do congregations prepare for th

clergy and lay leadership?




his disciples. With a large branch
of mugho pine shrub in my hands,  This was confusing but also exciting

From Your | shared these words with those for his friends. The Bible says this
' assembled: went on for forty days. At the end of
Interim this time, Jesus said to his friends,
. A dramatic change happened hereato | ook, I am returni
Minister church yesterday. Therewerealotdf her , i n heaven. B

The R g Us around the property. A bunch of Wil be with you in the power of the
© REVETeNT s grownups and children were insideHoly Spirit. It will bring you peace
Anne Swallow Gillis  the Sanctuary practicing to lead to- and courage. You will go out and tell

o o dayds service. OtPgealeabpugnayjepchingg and that
The interim period is one of both working hard taking down our winter God loves them and that | am still

sustaining ongoing congregational  storm windows and cleaningclass- here with you, even
life together while exploring rooms. And another group of people me . 0 And then, say
Goddos new mini st ryere@utsideirtthelCouRtygird. Jesus disappeared up into the clouds.
among you. As | wrote in my first Just like that!

Olivetian message to you in Au- Maybe you noticed something differ-

gust 2008, we do all this within ent out in the Courtyard when you ~ Sometimes something, or someone,

the rather unusual context of say-  came to worship this morning. It ~ Who has been around for a while, has

ing ohell o6 even leoksempty! Aithasépneghrat et 0 | eave for Godds

our saying 0good bpaetswere ripded out. They were pen. Mugho pines get pulled up so

announced that August 8, 2010is  mugho pines, planted when the beaue can plant some new beautiful

my upcoming final Sunday as tiful bronze sculptures, created by ~ flowering dogwoods. Jesus has to

your Interim Minister, we are edg- Mike Price, were installed back in the leave in person so lhIS Sp.ll‘lt could be

ing up on the ti ned8&0ds.ogoQvdenry e2 05 here irralspeaplg ip all imes and
shrubs had gotten pretty scraggly, Places. And somewhere in between a

While I will be debriefing and leggy, and needed to go. Butthey ~Mugho pine and our Lord, is your
were hard to remove! Some of the  interim pastor, who will need to leave

dads hooked a big chain to the back ¢t the end of the summer to make

a pickup truck and to the mugho room for the new.

pines, and pulled hard. Then some of

the moms got in there with shovels As | wrote in my letter to all of you

and dug and hacked and finally they this week, it is getting close to the

pulled them all of the shrubs out of time for your new pastor to come, and

the garden beds. Time for those pined church in Maryland is waiting for

to go so something else could be me to arrive and be their interim pas-

planted! Time for a change; time for tor. Itis difficult to say goodbye to

evaluating our interim work to-
gether with the Church Council
and various committees in June
and July, | also look forward to
opportunities to speak individu-
ally with many of you. | am inter-
ested in learning what has been
most meaningful, most challeng-
ing or even problematic, for you

during our ministry together. something new in the Church Court- things we have gotten used to and

Where have you experienced the yard. Sometimes something has to g@ppreciate; like mugho pines in the

Holy Spirit moving in you or in for Godds new t hiGpegtyardoeshsdhens with his

the life of this congregation, for friends, and pastors you come to

these last two years? ltds a similar stkowow janndo ulroVBs.b| eB rte
ings today. But this time it was spirit is with us always, guiding us

My story -sermon, told from the Someone who had to go. Werememt owar ds Godds new t

Chancel steps during Children ber how after Jesus was killed by the to God. Amen.

and Youth Sunday in May, ad- Romans, he was buried; but a few

dresses some of my thoughts for days later no one could find his body.In ministry with you,

this ongoing time of transition in Then Jesus started appearing to his

our life together. The liturgical followers in a strange new body, stay-Anne

context was also Ascension Sun- ing with them for brief periods of

day, and we had just read from time, continuing to teach and inspire

the Book of Acts and the Gospel of them: In a garden, during a meal
Luke about Jes us 6togetles ana hesadh oatching fish, o
heavend f ol |l owi n grentindisg ther thed he was slive in a
post-Resurrection appearances to  new way.
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Moderator's Update

Jeff Benjamin

Dear Olivetians-

I hope you are all having a
wonderful Upper Midwestern summer.

A quick update on recent Council activities. We
have approved a new committee for Pastoral
Relations. This is a new construct for Olivet, but is
common practice at many congregations in

town. This committee's role is to give the minister a
confidential communication channel to discuss
issues surrounding life and worship at Olivet. This
group will help our new minister integrate quickly
into Olivet. The committee will not have a vote in
the Council and does not regularly attend Council
meetings.

This proposal created much discussion in the
council and there were some valid concerns
raised. To address these concerns, the Pastoral
Relations Committee will be reviewed after one
year for its effectiveness, and a decision will be
made at that time to continue or discontinue the
program.

The Pastoral Search Committee is in the process of
completing phone interviews with the top
candidates. They hope to be in a position to bring
candidates in this summer to meet the
congregation. Yes, | did say SUMMER. ltis
imperative we keep the process moving. So, the
Search Committee will communicate via all
channels when we get these sessions scheduled in
the hopes everyone can attend. Please listen
attentively to Sunday announcements and read e-
mails and the Olivetian to make sure you don't miss
these sessions.

Please let me know if you have any questions or
concerns. Thank you
Jeff

Minnesota UCC Annual Conference June 11 -
12 at the College of St. Benedict:

Delegates to the 48th Annual Meeting of the
Minnesota Conference of the United Church of
Christ will be offered a kaleidoscope of
opportunities for exploring a vast variety of
subjects and issues that are confronting and
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conference, in the state of Minnesota, throughout
the United States and in the everflowing streams of
life, faith and transformation throughout God's
world.

On Saturday afternoon, delegates will be invited to
share in the dynamic process of exploring these
issues and choose from a many opportunities to
study, to share and to examine these subjects and
issues as Christians gathered in the unity of Christ.

You are invited to choose two of the 28 workshops
and hearings being offered. Each, in its own way,
addresses the theme of our Annual Meeting:
"Witnesses...to the Ends of the Earth!"

We sincerely hope that you will take advantage of
the kaleidoscope of important opportunities and
forums being offered. -Rev. Dick Fylling, Annual
Meeting Planning Work Group 2010

Paul Clasen, Grace Anderson, and Anne Swallow Gillis

plan to attend. Olivetians interested in attending the
Annual Meeting should contact Anne for more
information.
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Olivet Church Council Minutes

Olivet Council Meeting o May 11, 2010

Present. Jeff Benjamin, Paul Clasen, Rob Arnold, Ann
Hobbie, Tim Bremicker, Holly Stoerker, Barb Nilles,
Barbara McClellan; Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis (staff)

Absent: Caroline Stone, Christian Soltermann, Bob
Mazanec, Nancy Berry

We shared our joys and concerns as Anne Swallow
Gillis lighted a candle as a visible sign of the invisible
Christ in our midst. Our most current joy was to wel-
come the new twin sons of Caroline and Stewart
Stone into Olivet fellowship: William Alexander and
Jeffrey Wilson.

The Minutes of the April meeting were approved as
presented.

Last month the Transition Team had sent a proposal
to the Council to form a Pastoral Relations Committee
(PRC) . The commi tteeds
seek to support and maintain a healthy relationship
and open communication between the pastor and the
members of the congregation and to provide emo-
tional and spiritual support for the pastor. The Coun-
cil had asked the Team to give us a more detailed list
of the responsibilities of the PRC, and tonight we dis-
cussed the new proposal.

The Council agreed with most of the items on the re-
vamped proposal, but changed some details in the
composition of the committee as well as its account-
ability. A motion was passed to accept the proposal
and recommendations of the Transition Team with
two amendments: that two members will come from
the current Pastoral Search Committee, two from the
Transition Team, two members to be appointed at
large from the congregation, and two members cho-
sen by the new minister; and a provision that the
Council revi ew the
at the end of the first year. A full copy of the proposal
will be included in the June Olivetian.

Anne Swallow Gillis told the Council of her decision
to accept a new position as Interim Minister at the Im-
manuel United Church of Christ in Cambridge, Mary-
land. Her last Sunday at Olivet will be August 8,
2010. Anne will be taking her vacation over July 4
and the remainder of her vacation in the later

mal n ur

effica

weeks of August.

Tr easur er @arb NRlesgotdug that the
church is in good financial shape at this time.

Finance Report: Rob Arnold reported on Chuck and
Marcia Kerl ds meeting
vetds investment
have two accounts: one is an Equity Fund account
and the other is a Fixed Income account. A question
was brought up about the date of the last Audit of
Ol ivetds finances. N o
date. Barb Nilles mentioned that a Review of the fi-
nances is an acceptable practice and is less expensive
than an Audit. Rob said that the committee would

look into it.

Pastoral Search Committee: Holly Stoerker told us
that the committee is meeting every week and so far
has received forty-eight profiles. Their process has
included sending regret notices to those candidates
that are not a goc?d (r%gtgh fo\rNCS)Ii\l/JetPaﬁd pﬁtt%g o%th(-)
ers in a group to consider at greater length. Those
who the committee has interest in are sent questions
to answer and return, and for those who receive a fa-
vorable consideration, telephone interviews will fol-
low.

Mini sterds Report (in
Anne will be presenting an opportunity for lay lead-
ers at Olivet to join her in a study group that will be
discussing evangelism. It will be an extensive com-
mitment over parts of June and July, using the book
oUnbinding the Gospel .6
the UCC, bringing small groups together to share
their prayer lives.

The Annual Meeting of the Minnesota Conference of

the UCC will be June 11-13. If someone is interested

in attending, please get in touch with Anne Swallow
106 or Gty martbesof g WHhiG ComEitoe.

Community Works: The committee reports that dur-
ing April and May they have given supplies to the
Crisis Nursery; packed one hundred sandwiches for
the Simpson Shelter; given donations of $300 to The
Family Place and $1,500 to the Emergency Food Shelf
Network.

wi t h
portfolio.
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t
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Youth: The group will have a conversation with the those targeted by the four global UCC special offer-
Building and Grounds committee to get the go -ahead ings, that would benefit from benevolence funds from
on fixing up a room in the basement for a new Youth Olivet. The committee will explore this concept when
Room. The committee will work out a cost estimate of we have a new settled minister. Also discussed were
the renovations needed as well as get firm commit- ways to cultivate pledge donors in general and
ments from the Youth Group to do the needed work. planned giving in particular. More discussion will
It has been suggested by members of the congregation take place in subsequent meetings.
that the Youth Group serve somewhat healthier treats
after church on Sundays. The group will look into al-  Worship: A new, extra portable speaker was pur-
ternate offerings or at least smaller ones. chased for use when two are needed for a service. The
committee talked about changing the time for the
Christian Education: The committee is getting ready  church service in the summer, as we did last year. The
for the summer church season with eight weeks of responses of the congregatio
programming for the children, encompassing an envi- change from 10 a.m. to 9 a.m. were about equal in lik-
ronmental theme. Grace Anderson wants to help the  ing and disliking the change. A motion was passed by
teachers to connect better the Godly Play stories to the the Council to keep the 10 a.m. service time for the
childrends |ives. T h e ¢ osumimdr serviees msitehdlof chaagingvibagaini ng t hi s
summer on rebuilding the stories for the fall sessions.
Paul Clasen closed the meeting with a gleaning prayer.

Stewardship: Our One Great Hour of Sharing cam- The next Council meeting will be June 8 at 7:00 p.m.
paign brought in $1,187. Anne Swallow Gillis men-

tioned that the money we collected for help in Haiti is Respectfully submitted,
also counted into the One Great Hour of Sharing. The Barbara McClellan,
next campaign will be Strengthen the Church fund in Olivet Church Clerk

June. The committee had a long discussion about
funding local institutions that are similar in nature to

Treasurerods Report
(as of April 30, 2010)

Year End YTD YTD

INCOME Budget 2010 2009
Pledges 225,741 113.326 113,166
Endowment Draw 31,958 0 0
Other 46,346 16.654 20,754
TOTAL 304,045 129.980 133,920
EXPENSES

Pastoral & Staff 202,229 69,813 65,804
Program & Benevolence 42,146 14,616 8,782
Building & Office 50430 26,486 30,677
TOTAL 294,805 129,980 105,263
Net income over expenses 9,240 19,065 28,657

Stock Gifts

When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office by letter or email and let us know the following in forma-
tion:
1. What stock is being transferred, from whom , and the number of shares. When we receive stock at| the
al ways say who itds fr om. Unl ess the office has been inforlmed,
2. When itis being transferred.
3. Call the church office if you need information to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. We will provide a letter te m-
plate for your donation.
- Barbara Nilles, Treasurer




Christian Education Happenings
Faith Formation for All Ages

Grace Notes

Grace Anderson
Director of Christian Education

Summer is here! Well, | think summer actu-
ally arrived in May this year! With summer
plans taking folks all over, we hope that some
of our children will be here for our Summer
Sunday Childrends Pro
Godds Love. o

Children ages 4 to grade 4 are welcome each
Sunday after the Chil
about how Godds | ove
creation, just like the seeds in the Parable of
the Sower. There is no need to sign up; just
show up and join in some fun activities such
as walking around the neighborhood looking
for seeds and plants, growing beans, and
hearing some great stories from various
books.

We are blessed by many volunteers who will
be leading the program each Sunday. The
program runs from June through the end of
July. We will not meet on the on Sunday,
July 4th,

Please note that | will be on hiatus from June
1 to August 1. Many people have asked me
what | have planned during this break. My
plans include some swimming, and hanging
out with my daughter. | will also be attend-
ing the Minnesota Conference Annual meet-
ing in June. | will provide pulpit supply over
the summer, i ncluding
UCC (Summit Ave.) on Sunday, June 13.
May your summer be filled with soul -
enriching activities and may God be with you
in whatever travels you have planned.

Peace,
Grace

|

Nursery Care

Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from
9:45-11:30 a.m. for children birth through 3 years of
age.

P §tuﬁy?pr%;)§r'e>@egienc% \yvouldgbre helpflﬁiﬂ ul 6

TALKI NG ABOUT THE

A SMALL GROUP OPPORTUNITY
The word "evangelism," or the idea of talking
with others about our faith, can often make us
uncomfortable. We might worry about seeming
RUSHY Of N@tIPrpVisigy others ity therfrgedom
to choose their own beliefs. Yet, a recent Lilly
Endowment study has revealed some important
connections between our ability to reach out to
the uachurchgd (and the de-churched!) and our

&wH é%er?se 0 cBnReEtign Wi&h %od.. v@rﬁig‘ﬂt
QMg the stBry” #nd ourbWnBraykr fife be con-

nected?

0 EQ

Unbinding the Gospel: Real Life Evangeljssa
study guide that comes out of the Lilly re-
search. | am eager to pilot this material with a
group of Olivetians before | leave. We have
books and room for 8 people; at the time of this
writing we have a few spaces left.

We would meet for seven weeks during June and
July, skipping July 4th weekend, Sunday morn-
ings, 8:30-9:30 a.m..We would each have a prayer
-partner and, after a few weeks, we would start a
40 days of prayer process where we would com-
mit to praying daily and journaling briefly about
our experience.

My sense is that the whole question of why and
how we do evangelism, how and why we reach
out to new people, is going to be a key to Olivet's
increased vitality through the coming years. As |
have worked with other churches on this process,
| find it is our ability to talk about our faith ex-
perience that is most important, | think this

planting some seeds.

Many of you have summer plans that will take
you away from Olivet during the summer. If you
can attend at least 5 of the 7 Sunday sessions,
please consider joining us. Contact me immedi-
ately if you are interested: anne.swallowqillis

2]
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mailto:anne.swallowgillis@comcast.net

Olivet Congregational Church UCC
Summer Children’s Program
“Sowing God’s Love”

Rges 4—-FGrade 4

For more information

contact: Ann Hobbie

651-644-2961

Sundays
June—July
Time: 10:15a.m.

“Sowing God’s Love”
“It’s important for us to
listen to Jesus’ stories
because that’s how God’s
love, the gospel, is planted
within us. When God’s love
takes root and grows up
within us we have more than
enough love to face hard
challenges and share with
others including God’s crea-
tion.”

RENEW curriculum creators
(basis for Summer
Children’s Program)



%%
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SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

6

AUnbinding the Go{

8:30 a.m., Parlor

Summer Sunday Schedule*
Summer Chil drenobs

Communion Sunday

-

pel 0 Cl ass

P r g3, E%ldvus(tﬂe Halk
7:00 p.m.,

beging,

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m.

Church Council
7:00 p.m., Parlor

Open Basketball, 7:00 p.m.
Fellowship Hall

13

Christian Education meeting,
8:30 a.m., Library
AUnbinding t
8:30 a.m., Parlor
Summer Sunday Schedule*
Summer Chil dr end

CommonBond Ice Cream Social
Fundraiser, 12 noon-6:00 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall and Kitchen

he G

14

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
ospel o 7:80Ipz{”ss,

Lyra Baroque Orchestra Rehearsal,

s P erQ%g,;%l-ﬁioo p.m.,

ctuary

15

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m.

Lyra Baroque Orchestra Rehearsal,
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
Sanctuary

20

AUnbinding the Go{
8:30 a.m., Parlor
Summer Sunday Schedule*

Summer Chil dr en{

21

P eJuly Ofivetas Dedelifngli n S

Yo%a, Fellowship Hall,
s PTOUreg

.m.

22

27

AUnbinding the Go{
8:30 a.m., Parlor
Summer Sunday Schedule*

Summer Chil dr en{

28

pel 0 Officeastaffedb e gi n o
9:00 a.m. i 12 noon only

Badh 's8cfety, 2780 p.m., Parlor

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
7:30 p.m.

29

Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis
on vacation.

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m.




WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
5
2 3 4 Bit x Bit , 9:00 a.m.
Confirmation Mentors Non-member Wedding
Breakfast, 8:30 a.m. Rehearsal, 5:00 p.m., AA Open Meeting,
Staff Meeting, 11:30 a.m. Sanctuary 9:30 a.m., Library
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, Non-member Wedding,
7:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m., Sanctuary
9 10 11 12

Olivet Job/Career Transition
Class, 2:30 p.m., Parlor

Pastoral Search Committee,
7:00 p.m., Parlor

Transition Team, 7:00
p.m., home of
Joy Stoerker

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,

Minnesota Conference-UCC
Conference af

Second Friday Movie
Night, 6:30 p.m. Parlor

Minnesota Conference-UCC
Cxotn.f eBreennbcse a

AA Open Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Library

CommonBond setting up for

7:00 p.m. Sunday event, Hall
AA Open Meeting,
Lyra Baroque Orchestra Re- Lyra Baroque Orchestra Re- 9:30 a.m., Library
hearsal, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., | hearsal, 9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.,
Sanctuary Sanctuary
Wednesday Night Book Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,
Talks, 6:30 p.m. Courtyard Fellowship Hall

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m.

Wednesday Night Book
Talks, 6:30 p.m. Courtyard

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall

Office staffed
9 a.m.-12 noon only

AA Open Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Library

30

Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis
on vacation.

Wednesday Night Book
Talks, 6:30 p.m. Courtyard

10:

*Summer Sunday Schedule
8:30 a.m. Unbinding the Gospel Class
10:00 a.m. Worship

15 a. m. Nur

Worship is always followed by a
Fellowship Coffee Hour

sery and

Chli

St



2010 Olivet Confirmation Class:
orhi s | Bel i

PR ot
These 0This | Believebo
and shared during worship on May 23, by our
three 2010 Confirmands: Abe Awes, Sarah
Hamilton, and Sami Soltermann . They also
presented a DVD of their project, which was in-
terviewing four Olivet elders about their indi-
vidual faith journeys. The DVD of these inter-
views with Jean Jefferson, Eleanor Heffron, and
Ben and Elfreda Reich is available for viewing
through the Olivet library. Many thanks go to
Confirmation Mentors Adam Rynkiewich, Joy
Stoerker, and Gordon Deane, for helping with
the interviews and meeting regularly with their
Confirmands, as well as meeting for study with
me as a Mentor group. It has been a privilege
and delight to work with these young people
and their adult Mentors through this academic
year!

-The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis

Abe Awes

To me, God is a lot of things. He is the creator of
heaven and earth, humans and plants alike. But
heds also the same
Now | am a person who loves talking, video gam-
ing, basketball, dancing. Without these things |
dondt know who | woul d
like | can feel him flowing through me like electric
wires. The wires are normal things sitting there
until the electricity is turned on and it comes to life.
| feel like when | start dancing the wires turn on
and | feel the pulse of God flowing through me.
With basketball | feel energy bouncing around me
and | feel like there is nothing that could go wrong

10
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because its so much fun and | feel like | am living
81to my best self.

Jesus is truly amazing. He never tries to draw at-
tention; all he wants to do is help others. He walks
around healing and praying, never asking for any-
thing in return. He is selfless, kind, loving, humble,
respectful and honest. He shows us how to live.
He shapes who | am and who | want to be. God
give me the strength, the will and the energy to
live; Jesus shows us how to use that strength, will
and energy to be the best that we can be. But the
difference with Jesus is he is not telling us how to
live but he is giving us a choice, because he loves
us, he wants us to have free will, the ability to
choose who we are.

| have talked about God, the person who gives us
Iifet agdm]gsHsthvgho %Uowru% hovv\(/to liw? tpat Iiﬁe.
ﬂ1en there is the Holy §p|rit. The Ir—|oly Spiritis so
mysterious. You
cannot see it,
physically feel it,
yet you k
there. If you get
in a quiet place
and listen, you
can hear, and feel,
the strength and
love of God
through the Holy
Spirit. It allows

Mentor Gordon Deane studies with
that deep connec- confirmand Abe Awes

tion with the Fa-
ther of all things, it blows my mind how powerful it

i s . The Holy Spirit is
a two-way connection to God and it allows me

someone to talk to when | need someone to listen,
or understand how | 0m

| believe in God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit; they
contribute a lot to my life and to my happiness.
This | believe.

that makes
Sarah Hamilton
OThis is what | believe. What an interesting state-
hegny T ym ¢dginCyl Ngd A 14Sq |
and | can only say what | believe at this point in my
life. | have come so far in my faith in the course of
my conformation, both spiritually and emotionally.
If | dve |l earned
around me. For example, | feel His presence the
most when 1 8&6m singing. [
hit, every melody | <can

me who | am.

feel.

t h

anything, i

f e
ma s



trust in God, and

most amazing feeling | Odve
in a blanket of hope and security. | truly believe in

God.

Confirmand Sarah Hamilton and mentor Joy Stoerker

Jesus is the hardest member of the Trinity for me,
personally, to relate to.

feel a spiritual connection to Him, for as much as | do
for God. | do, however, believe that He exists, and was
the Son of God. | am unsure of whether His miracles
are real, but I trust that God will guide me in the future
to believe in Him. | think | will soon trust in Jesus.

The Holy Spirit is the most elusive member of the Trin-
ity, in my opinion. There is no concrete evidence in the
Bible, saying "look, ok, this is exactly what the holy
spirit does and what it looks like." | feel like the Holy
Spirit is sort of like the "messenger” for God. I've al-
ways sort of thought that it channels God's loves down
to Earth. | still want to learn more about the Holy
Spirit.

| feel like the most important part of being confirmed

is to trust. | feel like now | am learning to trust, both
and God and in people. This, for me is the most amaz-
ing part of my conformation. | know that trusting peo-
ple can get you hurt, but | also know that it can lead to
amazing relationships. | believe that | can still grow
more, both in faith and as a person.

I'm amazed at how much I've grown in my conforma-
tion journey. | know that | can grow even more. I'm so
thankful to have been able to have this experience.

Sami Soltermann

l'tds hard to say what |
Every person has different ideas and beliefs about
faith. 1 feel like there are moments when | just sit
down and think. Think about what is going on around
me, in me and what | should change and keep. When |
think sometimes | realize that there is another person
around me who is always there to inspire help and
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always have to be God the Father. It could be a friend,
Jesus, the Holy Spirit and sometimes even myself in

the past doing something that | now realize was a good

or smart decision to do.
| remember help me through tough times.
Someti mes when | go to

except listen and think. Think about what this parish
and Church means to me, and how it affects me.
Sometimes | listen; feeling connected but yet some-
times my mind just wanders aimlessly. When | listen
it doesnd6t al ways mean to
hear if God wants to talk. If God does, then | will go
right on ahead and listen peacefully, sometimes clos-
ing my eyes and letting my spirit and soul go wher-
ever it wants or needs to go. This sensation feels like
Havinly mynears dorhpjetela pluggedaindsa warm water
wave come over me.

Before | joined this !“‘
parish, | did not
really know what |
believed in. Al-
though |
fully understand
what all | believe in,
| have a much bet-
ter thought of what

| believe. | believe
as | grow older |

will become more
spiritually connected
with God and hope-
fully understand more about what God is guiding me

to do. One thing | believe in is the Trinity. Although |
do not believe all the miracles Jesus performed, | do
believe that he was the son of God and a True Man and
True God.

Mentor Adam Rynkiewich with
confirmand Sami Soltermann

| want to thank my mentor Adam Rynkiewich, Rev.
Anne and my other confirmation classmates and the
congregation of Olivet who have taken me in and truly
welcomed me. You have really inspired confidence
and thought into my mind and have made my journey

with God very special. This is what | believe.

eve and why | believe.

Chur



