
   

 

 

May Sunday  

Worship Schedule 
 

The heart of our life togetheré 
10:00 a.m.  We gather for worship in the Sanctuary 

The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching  
throughout the month  

10:15 a.m.  Children leave worship for Sunday school 
 

May 5:  Fifth Sunday of Easter.  We welcome The Rev. Elena Larssen, 
Associate  Conference Minister, Minnesota Conference, as our worship 
guest.  Elena will join Anne and our Deacons in celebrating Holy 
Communion, and will also bring us a word of Greeting and News from 
our Minnesota Conference, United Church of Christ.  Scripture readings 
for the day include Acts 11:1-18, Psalm 148, Revelation 21:1-6 and John 
13:31-35. 
 

May 9:  Sixth Sunday of Easter.  Mothers of all sorts will be in our 
thoughts and prayers, as we gather for worship on Motherõs Day.  
Scripture readings include Acts 16:9-15, Revelation 21:9-10 and 21:22-
22:5, and John 13:31-35. 
 

May 16:  Seventh Sunday of Easter.  This will be our annual Childrenõs 
Sunday, when our children and youth help lead worship and we 
celebrate the ministries of our Church School teachers.  Both childrenõs 
choirs will sing and third -graders will receive their Bibles.  We will also 
baptize Booth, Teddy and Frank McGowan, sons of Jordan and Kate 
McGowan.   
 

May 23:  Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday.   We celebrate the gift of 
the Holy Spirit, remembering how it descended upon, empowered and 
sent out the gathered faith community.  We will also welcome Abe 
Awes, Sarah Hamilton and Samuel Soltermann into membership, 
through the Rite of Confirmation and celebration of Holy Communion.  
The Confirmation Mentors, Gordon Deane, Joy Stoerker and Adam 
Rynkiewich, will also join in the service.  Our scripture readings include 
Genesis 11:1-9, Acts 2:1-21, and Psalm 104:24-34. 
 

May 30:  Trinity Sunday.  We consider together the mystery of òGod in 
three Persons,ó known to us both as òFather, Son and Holy Spiritó and 
as the Holy One who òCreates, Redeems and Sustainsó us.   Our 
scripture readings include Proverbs 8:1-4, 22-31, Psalm 8, Romans 5:1-5, 
John 16:12-15.  We will also receive new members into the covenant of 
Olivet membership and baptize Sophie Dana. 
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Spring Clean-up Day 

Saturday, May 15, 

9:00 a.m. 
See page 14. 
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 From Your Interim    

 Minister 
 The Reverend  

Anne Swallow Gillis 

 
òéjust as you did it to one of the least of these who are 
members of my family, you did it to me.ó (Matt. 25:40) 
 

These words of Jesus speak to both the challenge and 
the joy of helping those in need.  In this teaching par-
able, Jesus indicates that when we give food and 
drink to the hungry and thirsty, when we welcome 
the stranger and clothe the naked, and when we visit 
the sick and those in prison, we are actually minister-
ing to the Risen Jesus himself.  Jesus stood firmly 
within the Jewish traditionõs focus on the needs of 
the marginalized, the least and the lost among them.   
And within that sacred tradition, there was always a 
tension between care for the needy individual and 
changing the larger, unjust systems that often caused 
and exacerbated the problem.  òBut let justice roll 
down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing 
stream,ó the prophet Amos roared at Israelõs leaders 
in the 700 BCE.  The implication of these words both 
inspire and confound Christians today.  
 

Olivet has a long history of outreach work to òthe 
least of these.ó  We started listing a number of these 
projects in our Wednesday evening Adult Education 
series on òBeing a Christian in the 21st Century,ó this 
last week.  Those who served shared how these ex-
periences brought them feelings of hopefulness, 
unity, appreciation of diversity, and a sense of Godõs 
grace and incarnated love.  We also acknowledged 
feelings of frustration with how overwhelming the 
wider, systemic problems seem.  We lamented the 
continued need for homeless shelters, emergency 
food shelves, services for homeless youth, and safe 
houses for battered women, and wondered what part 
a church like Olivet might play in the challenging of 
these wider social justice issues.   
 

We also discussed the work of Jim Wallis, an evan-
gelical minister who founded Sojourners magazine 
and is author of numerous books about the Christian 
call to social justice ministry.  A long -time advocate 
for people who are poor and a challenger of systems 
that perpetuate poverty, Mr. Wallis also serves on a 
panel of clergy advisers to our current president.  His 
activism, in addition to his most recent book, Redis-
covering Values: On Wall Street, Main Street and Your 

Street, has recently raised the hackles of talk-radio 
host Glenn Beck.  Mr. Beck has vociferously ex-
claimed that òsocial justiceó is a perversion of the 
gospel, is to equated with Communism, Marxism 
and Nazism and he has called Christians to leave 
churches that talk about or do òsocial justiceó work.    
 

I think Glenn Beck has it wrong.  And I also do not 
believe this is a question of whether or not we talk 
about politics in the church.  Itõs a question about the 
well -being of our life together as the wider commu-
nity. The numerous projects brought to us by Olivetõs 
Community Works Committee are all connected to 
wider social justice issues that speak to the heart of 
Gospel.  Which ones stir your concern and your pas-
sion?  What might the small steps of wider advocacy 
look like?  Study groups around the issues and part-
nering with other congregations, local non -profits 
and the wider United Church of Christ could be re-
sources for ideas and joint actions.  I invite you to 
join us through the rest of this Adult Education series 
on Wednesday nights.  How might the very projects 
that we already do as a congregation lead us towards 
the wider tasks of social justice?   
 

In ministry with you,  
Anne 

  

Moderator's Update  
Jeff Benjamin 
 

Greetings from the Church Coun-
cil.  The council talked more about the 
transition to a new minister in the April 
meeting.  This process is well under way 

as you know, but there have been a few questions 
from the congregation about status and what is 
next.  See Roger Larsonõs article on page 12 for more 
detail, but to summarize:  Resumes of applicants 
have been collected and a handful look good.  The 
Pastoral Search Committee will be starting phone 
interviews in May and we are hopeful some of these 
lead to formal interviews with the committee over 
the summer.    At the same time Anne is looking for 
her next position.  This is important to keep in mind 
as there is likely to be a period of time before the new 
minister is in position and after Anne has left Olivet 
where we will need to find help for ministerial du-
ties.  It is not clear how long a time this might be, but 
we are hopeful not more than a few months. If any-
one has further questions on this process, please feel 
free to contact me any time.  Thanks! 

-Jeff Benjamin 
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Getting to Know Olivetõs 
Deacons: Gordon Deane 
 

Olivetõs Diaconate is composed of 12 
deacons whose responsibility it is to 
pray for families in the 
congregation, read the 
congregationõs prayer requests on 
Sunday morning during the worship 
service, and help with other pastoral 
duties such as serving Communion 
and offering healing 
prayers.  Gordon Deane is new to 
the Diaconate this year and wrote 
the following to introduce himself to 
the congregation:  
 

It was a crisp, 
cold and sunny 
day in 
February some 
sixteen years 
ago that I first 
walked 
through the 
doors of Olivet Congregational 
Church.  Greeted with warmth 
and kindness, I immediately felt 
welcome.  A thoughtful sermon 
from a bespectacled minister, 
delivered with a quiet passion, 
took the edge off the winter 
morning and captivated me. I 
returned the following Sunday 
and was to return many Sundays 
thereafter. Over the course of the 
next few weeks I found myself 
engaged in some lively and 
fruitful conversations, not only 
with the minister, Marcus Cox 
and his wife Joan, but other 
creative people: artists, writers 
and musicians. And one of the 
things that struck me in all of this 
was the grace and the 
generosity in the people I 
encountered. This is why Olivet 
has held me for so many years: 
the depth and breadth of creative 
talent in this church, especially 
given the size of our 
congregation! I have always also 
found the architectural integrity , 
intimacy of scale and the sheer 

and simple beauty of Clarence 
Johnston's building very 
compelling. It provides a sacred 
and functional space that allows 
for a very stimulating and 
challenging environment.  
 

I have been a resident of Merriam 
Park for eighteen years and live 
in an old Victorian Cottage -style 
house built in 1894. It is a one-
and-a=half story bungalow. 
modest yet comfortable, which 
continually amazes me 
considering there is always some 
part of the house that seems to be 
under construction.  I am slowly 
(excruciatingly slowly as far as 
some of my neighbors are 
concerned) bringing this house 
back to life, lovingly restoring it.  
Last summer saw the exterior 
painted in a palette of eight 
colors and the balustrade and the 
porch skirting installed. This led 
some of my neighbors into fits of 
ecstasy! 
 

I am divorced (indeed that was 
one of the reasons that I came to 
Olivet) and I have a 23-year-old 
daughter, Greta, who lives and 
works in Burnsville.  She has a 
brother who due to being four -
legged (a cat named Mao Mai Li) 
still lives at home.   
 

Originally from New York, I 
came to St. Paul in 1969 to attend 
Macalester College. After 
graduating with a degree in art 
and a brief stint in the corporate 
world, I reunited with some  
college friends and we formed an 
ad hoc group painting old houses 
in St. Paul. Eventually we all 
went on to other pursuits, but I 
persevered with the painting and 
restoration, concentrating on 
historic Victorian and Arts and 
Crafts homes in St. Paul, 
Minneapolis and Stillwater.  
Over the years my small business 
has morphed into a number of 
specialties including color 

creation and design (an example 
would be the exterior of our own 
Olivet Church), stenciling, 
custom wall finishes, marbleizing 
and faux finishing, actually all 
things artistic. Currently I have 
returned more to the work of a 
fine artist, designing two friezes 
for an Arts and Crafts house on 
Lake Minnetonka.  
 

Art is a huge part of my life. It is 
in many ways the thing that 
drives me. But I have other 
interests: music, reading, film, 
gardening and running. I am a 
marathon runner but due to an 
injury last May (and subsequent 
knee surgery in August) I have 
been in a slow recovery. 
Currently I am trying to coax my 
body back into running  longer 
distances. I still have my sights 
set on the Twin Cities Marathon 
in October but I'll have to see 
where I am with the training.  
 

When initially approached about 
becoming a deacon, I wasn't sure 
if Iõd be up to the task.  The 
prospect felt too intimidating.  
But the more I thought about it 
the more intrigued I became.  So 
here I am.  My reasons for 
becoming a deacon are: a desire 
to become more artful and 
disciplined in my prayer and to 
have a greater connection to this 
Olivet community. Much of my 
life requires solitude; art/ image 
making is fundamentally a 
solitary process with an intense 
interior life. But connection to the 
outside world is also vitally 
important.  Iõm hopeful that as a 
deacon I'll continue to find the 
balance between the individual 
artistic life and the life of 
community. I see all of this as 
part and expression of my own 
spiritual journey and perhaps an 
opportunity to become closer to 
God. 
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Olivet Church Council Meeting ð April 13, 2010 
Present:  Jeff Benjamin, Rob Arnold, Bob Mazanec, 
Paul Clasen, Tim Bremicker, Nancy Berry, Holly Sto-
erker, Anne Swallow Gillis, Barbara McClellan  
 
Absent :  Christian Soltermann, Ann Hobbie, Caroline 
Stone, Barb Nilles 
 
Anne Swallow Gillis lighted a candle as a visible sign 
of the invisible Christ in our midst and we shared the 
joys and concerns in our lives. 
 
The Minutes of the March Council meeting were ap-
proved as presented.  The only item added to the 
agenda was to use the gleaning of ideas from our 
meeting tonight to bring our meeting to a close with 
an all-encompassing prayer. 
 
Moderatorõs Report:   We discussed the logistics of 
timing in both choosing a new settled minister and 
Anne Swallow Gillis taking a new position after her 
interim period with us is over.  There is no way to 
know ahead of time exactly when these events could 
happen.  Anne suggested that it often is a good idea 
to have a short period between when an interim min-
ister leaves and new a minister begins.  It gives the 
church a short breather to gather together and pre-
pare for a new beginning.  We would need to have 
ideas prepared to be sure of coverage of the pulpit 
and member needs at that time.  The Transition Team 
is going to organize a joyful celebration of Anne Swal-
low Gillisõ tenure with Olivet.  
 
We had a long discussion about forming a new per-
manent committee called a Pastoral Relations Com-
mittee (PRC).  This suggestion came from the Transi-
tion Team.  The PRC would be available to provide 
emotional and spiritual support for the minister and 
to encourage open communication between the min-
ister and the congregation.  The current Transition 
Team would be the starting nucleus  of this commit-
tee to be available when our new minister is hired, 
and later the minister could add one or two members 
of his or her choosing.  It was felt that the Council 
would need to see a more detailed listing of the re-
sponsibilities of a PRC, including tasks they would do 
and tasks they would not do and the make-up of such 
a committee.  The Transition Team will be asked to 
develop such a list and bring it to the Council for ap-
proval at the May Council meeting.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Finance:  Rob Arnold mentioned that Marcia Kerl, 
part of the team of consultants on Olivetõs invest-
ments, will be in town later this month to meet with 
the Finance Committee.  The meeting has been set for 
April 29 at 6 PM at church.  Rob also presented the 
Statement of Activities with Budget Comparison for 
the month of March.   We talked about the large 
amount of pledges shown for the month and Rob told 
us that a large stock pledge was made in January.    It 
was noted that the Stewardship Committee needs to 
look into a way to cultivate a broader base of pledges 
over the next years.  Also mentioned was to look into 
a discussion about planned giving for our members.  
 

Pastoral Search Committee:  Holly Stoerker men-
tioned that our first advertisement for a new minister 
went to the United Church of Christ website on 
March 3 and that the Committee has received 33 pro-
files.  They have been through them all and have 
eliminated those that would not fit Olivet.  More pro-
files are expected.  Another ad will appear in the 
magazine Christian Century on April 20 and it will 
reach other denominations than the UCC.   The Com- 
mittee will be communicating to the congregation 
about the process they are going through as things 
progress.  There can be no specific date given for actu-
ally hiring a new minister.  
 
Deaconõs Report:  The prayers for our Olivet Saints 
that were mentioned during the prayer requests over 
the past year have now ended.  It has been a wonder-
ful look back over Olivetõs history and the extraordi-
nary ancestors from our past. 
 
Ministerõs Report:  In addition to her written report, 
Anne spoke about her recent study leave and how 
wonderful it was for her.  She appreciated the chance 
to get away for a quiet time of deep study.  She also 
asked the Council to talk about an exit interview for 
her when she leaves her interim time with us.  She 
will bring some questions to the May Council meeting 
for us to consider discussing with her at the time of 
her leaving.  She told us that she feels blessed that she 
has been here at Olivet Church. 
 
Community Works:   Some of the accomplishments 
of the committee this month include:  making up six 
moving -in baskets for Womenõs Advocates to use; 
making and delivering one hundred sandwiches to 
the Simpson Men and Womenõs Shelter.  This may  

Olivet Church Council Minutes 
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become a monthly project.  Committee Chair Caroline 
Stone  urges the congregation to check the Olivet web-
site for an update on other opportunities  in the com-
munity that Olivet may consider.  
 
Building and Grounds:  The water issue in the kitchen 
has been resolved so that the proposed Youth room 
directly under it can be revamped for use.  Getting rid 
of the old carpet and furniture, plus lots of paint and 
new lighting, will make this a welcoming new home 
for the Youth Group.  Also, the new railing system in 
the gym is moving right along and will be a safer bar-
rier for the balcony space. 
 
Christian Education:   The Adult Education program 
for the rest of the year has been outlined and will in-
clude several Wednesday evening programs on Being 
Christian in the 21st century;  a Youth Group advisory 
committee has been formed.  Some things still to be 
finished are plans for programs for Sundays in the 
summer; selecting curricula for next year;  looking at 
the age roster to decide how many different church 
school classes will be needed.  There will not be a 
Flowers, Food and Fun Day this spring, but on May 15 
children and families are invited to come help with the 
annual spring clean up in and around the church.  
 
Stewardship:  On April 25 there will be the annual 
collection for One Great Hour of Sharing and the 
Strengthen the Church offering will most likely be in 
June this year. 
 
Membership:  Individual and family pictures will be 
taken for the new Directory on April 29 and 30 and 
May 1. 
 
Youth:  Tim Bremicker, Grace Anderson and Heidi 
Hall have met to go over the goals for fund raising for 
the 2011 Mission Trip.  They set $9,000 as the amount 
to aim for and set up a number of events to help raise 
that amount:  a Coffee House talent show in Septem-
ber; a silent auction in November; the annual Sweet-
heart Dinner in February; an egg bake in May.  Also to 
consider is a way to raise enough funds to refurbish 
the Youth room in the basement ð perhaps as much as 
$2,500 to $3,000. 
 
Worship:   Holy Week services were well attended, 
including around 200 people on Easter Sunday.  Paul 
Clasen and Holly Stoerker were thanked for all their 
planning work for the events taking place that week.  
 

A proposal  from our Office Manager, Kathy Oakley, 
was brought to the Council.  It would be for a Job 
Transition Group that would meet for six to eight 
weeks.  It would be facilitated by Kathy with contribu-
tions from the groupõs membersõ experience .  A mo-
tion was passed to accept this proposal.  The funds to 
cover the expenses for this Career Lab would come out 
of the line item for the Office Managerõs salary and be 
transferred to the Christian Education budget for 
Adult Education.  
 
The Methodist Church across the street from Olivet 
has decided to merge with the Hamline Methodist 
Church and move into the Hamline church facilities.  
This will certainly be noticeable to that corner of the 
block and may change the character of the neighbor-
hood.  The Council wondered if this might have any 
effect on Olivet.  If another church group comes into 
that building it could offer many opportunities for 
communication with them.  
 
Holly closed the meeting with our first gleaning 
prayer.  It was lovely.  
 
The next Council meeting will be May 11 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

   Respectfully submitted,  
Barbara  McClellan 

Olivet Church Clerk  
    

Olivetian Available Online  
Current and past issues of the Olivetian 
are now available at Olivetõs website, 
www.olivetucc.net.. Just click òOlivetian 
Onlineó in the menu to access current 
and past issues in full color.  
Note that our monthly calendar of meet-
ings and events is also available on the 
website; just click òPrograms and Calen-
daró to access it. 
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Sunday School  
Sunday School classes are from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
Teachers for May: 

Godly Play:  Kate  Tilney, storyteller, and Jean 
Fabel, doorkeeper 
Grades K-1:  Kate McGowan (5/2) and TBA 
(5/9)  
Grades 2-3:   Ann Berg 
Grades 4-5:  Gabriela Testa 
Grades 6-7:  Jeff Benjamin  

Our youth (grades 8-12) are invited to stay in 
worship.  If you are in eighth grade or older and 
have received the Red Cross Babysitter training, you 
may volunteer in the church nursery. Please contact 
Grace Anderson for more information or if you 
would like to volunteer.  
 

Nursery Care  
Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from  
8:30 -11:30 a.m. for children birth through 3 years of 
age.   On Wednesdays from 6:15 ð 7:45 p.m., care is 
provided for ages birth to 4 years old.  
 

Sunday Adult Christian Education  
Tim Polk leads Sunday morning lectionary Bible 
study, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Whether you havenõt 
opened a Bible in years or are a daily reader of the 
Bible, come and join this lively discussion group 
based on the biblical texts for each  Sundayõs 
worship.  Childcare is provided.  
 
Next Christian Education Committee Meeting  

The next Christian Education Committee meeting 
will be on Sunday, May 9 at 8:30 a.m.  For more 
information, please contact Grace Anderson, 
Director of Christian Education or Ann Hobbie, 
Chair of the Christian Education Committee (651-
644-2961). 
 

New Nursery Art  
Thank you to Caroline Stone for the beautiful new 
framed prints by artist Jean Keaton that Caroline  so 
generously donated to the nursery.  There are seven 
pencil drawings depicting Jesus in various 
protective and encouraging settings with children.  
When you have a minute, step into the side of the 
nursery room with the crib to view these lovely 
pieces. 
  

Christian Education Happenings 

Faith Formation for All Ages 

Grace Notes 
Grace Anderson 
Director of Christian Education  
 

This summer, Olivet will be offering Summer 
Sunday School. Chil-
dren ages 4 through 
the 4th grade             
can attend each Sun-
day (except the 4th of 
July) in June and July. 
All ages will be to-
gether in one class-
room.  The curricu-
lum is actually a Va-
cation Bible School curriculum adapted for us by 
members of our Christian Education committee.   

The curriculum, ReNew, is exciting and unique in 
that it is a ògreenó curriculum.  ReNew centers 
around the concept of cherishing and caring for 
Godõs creation.  The focus scripture for the cur-
riculum is Jesusõ parable of the sower. The cur-
riculum itself brings together the Bible and envi-
ronmental stewardship.  The designers of ReNew 
emphasize that òalthough current threats to our 
environment can seem scary, ReNew is about 
hope, opportunity and service.ó  This will be an 
opportunity for Olivet kids to ògrow in faith, 
have fun and change the world.ó It will be excit-
ing.  As during the regular program year, the kids 
will go to Summer Sunday School after the Chil-
drenõs Story. 

There is no need to sign up for these classes.  
Children are welcome any Sunday that they are 
with us!  

If you have any questions, please feel free to call 
me, Grace Anderson, Director of Christian Educa-
tion at 651-646-1478 or Ann Hobbie, Chair of the 
Christian Education Committee at 651-644-2961. 

Reminder, as of June 1, I will be on hiatus from 
June 1 and returning on Sunday, August 1. 

Blessings,  

Grace 
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Wednesday Evenings at Olivet  
The òWednesday Evenings at Olivetó programs  be-
gin at 5:50 p.m. with an All -Church Dinner.   Chris-
tian Education programs for adults, children and 
youth run from 6:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m.  Full schedule for 
the evenings: 
 
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir  
5:50 p.m. All -Church Dinner, Fellowship Hall  
6:15 p.m. Childrenõs Bell Choir rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Christian Education for all ages 
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir rehearsal, Choir Room  
 

May Childrenõs Christian Education 
May 5, 12 Games, Crafts, Homework Help  
and 19   
 

May Adult Christian education 
May 5, 12 òBeing Christian in the 21st Centuryó 
and 19  
   
Being A Christian in the 21st Century  is the theme of 
the remaining four weeks of adult education on 
Wednesday nights at Olivet.  We are focusing on two 
different, but complementary and controversial voices 
coming out of the evangelical tradition of American 
Protestantism.  We'll follow that up with a two -week 
exploration of the UCC Statement of Faith and the 
changing face and meaning of church membership in 
changing times.   
 

April 28 and May 5 :   Exploring Brian McClaren. A 
controversial evangelical theologian, Brian McClaren 
is author of several books, including Everything Must 
Change:  Jesus, Global Crises, and a Revolution of Hope.  
McClaren is concerned about a decline in church-
going among the twenty -something demographic.  In 
part, he attributes this decline to our not asking the 
right questions.  He espouses an understanding of on 
Earth as it is in Heaven as a reminder that Jesusõ mes-
sage applies to our lives now, not just in the afterlife.   
 

 
May 12:  The United Church of Christ Statement of 
Faith  
This document is not a creed but a testimony to God's 
actions through history.  It was written in the late 
1950's, right after the founding of the new, uniting 
denomination,.  Join us as we explore this unique 
document which gives "testimony" to God working in 
the world.  How might we describe how God is work-
ing in our individual lives and in our congregation?  
 

May 19:  What Is the Meaning of Church Member-
ship? 
Historically, people believed, then joined a church, 
and then participated in their faith within the church 
community.    Many 21st century church-goers how-
ever, find themselves experiencing just the oppo-
site.  Many question the beliefs of their upbringing 
and are thus hesitant to join a church for fear of not 
owning certain doctrines.  What do we believe about 
membership rites at Olivet?  What does it mean to be 
a member of our church?  Any church?  Join us as we 
work to better understand ourselves and our new-
comers. 
  

Our Adult Education Committee, along with The Rev. 
Anne Swallow Gillis, will share leadership of these ses-
sions. 

 

 

 

Youth Group Updates  
 
The Olivet Youth Group meets on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room on the 
second floor.  Heidi Hall, our Youth Director, 
leads.  All youth grades 7-12 are welcome!   For 
more information, call Heidi at (651) 253-4663 or e-
mail her at hallhei@bethel.edu.  
 
The Youth Group will sponsor a delicious Egg 

Bake breakfast on Sunday, May 16,  during the 
coffee hour.  Proceeds from the breakfast will go 
toward funding the Youth Groupõs 2011 mission 
trip.  
 
This spring and summer, following prep work by 
the Building and Grounds committee and outside 
contractors, Olivet youth will work on transform-
ing the basement youth room into a more usable 
and welcoming space.  Watch for work dates in 
upcoming bulletins and e -mails. 

Important Christian Education Date in May  
Sunday, May 9 Last day of Sunday School  

Saturday, May 15  Childrenõs Sunday rehearsal,  

   9:30 a.m. 

Sunday, May 16 Childrenõs Sunday 

   Youth Group Egg Bake  

   Fundraiser at Coffee Hour  

Wednesday, May 19 Last Wednesday Night at  

   Olivet Program until fall.  

Sunday, May 23  Confirmation Sunday  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

 
 

  

2 
Sunday Schedule*  

Communion Sunday  
 Childrenôs & Junior Choir  11:30 a.m. 

 
Capital City Brass Quintet  

Spring  Concert, Sanctuary, 3:00 p.m. 

 

3 
 
 
. 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m.,  

 

4 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Deacons meeting,  
7:00 p.m., Parlor 

 
Open Basketball,  7:00 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 

9 
Christian Education meeting,  

8:30 a.m., Librart 
Sunday Schedule*  

Last day of Sunday School 
Childrenôs & Junior Choirs 11:30 

a.m. 
 

10 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m.  

 
Bach Society of Minnesota, 

7:00 p.m., Parlor 

11 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Council, Parlor,  
7:00 p.m. 

 

16 
Sunday Schedule*  
ñChildrenôs Sundayò 

Youth Group Egg Bake Fundraiser 
at Coffee Hour  

 
Twin Cities Recorder Guild,  
Fellowship Hall and Parlor 

2:00-5:00 p.m. 

17 
 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  
7:00 p.m. 

18 
 
 

Staff Meeting, 11:30 a.m. 
 

Pastoral Search Committee,  
Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

23 
Sunday Schedule*  

Pentecost and  
Confirmation Sunday  

with Communion  

24 
 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  

7:30 p.m. 

25 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

 
Pastoral Search Committee,  

Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 

30 
Trinity Sunday  

Sunday Schedule*  
Reception of New Members  

 

31 
 

Memorial Day  
OFFICE CLOSED 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
   1 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 

Church Directory Photo 
Session, Parlor  

5 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

5:00 p.m. Confirmation  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

6 
Olivet Menôs Group,  
6:30 p.m., home of  

C. Soltermann 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m. 

7 
Bach Society Auditions,  

2:00 ï5:00 p.m.,  
Sanctuary  

 
 

 

8 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
Bach Society Auditions and 
Master Class, 9:30 a.m. ï

noon, Sanctuary 
 

12 
 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation  

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

13 
 

Bach Society Master 
Class, 6:00 p.m.,  

Sanctuary 
Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  

Fellowship Hall 
 

14 
 

Second Friday Movie 
Night, 6:30 p.m., Parlor  

. 

15 
Spring Clean -Up Day,  

9:00 a.m.  
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
ñChildrenôs Sundayò re-

hearsal, 9:30 a.m., 

19 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

LAST ONE THIS SEMESTER 
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

20 
 

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

21 
 

June Olivetian 
deadline!  

 
 
 

 
 

22 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 
 

 

26 
 

27 
Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  

Fellowship Hall 

28 
 

29 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

   *Sunday Schedule  
 8:30 a.m. Study of Scripture for the Day 

     10:00 a.m. Worship 
10:15 a.m. Nursery and Sunday School 

Worship is always followed by a  
Fellowship Coffee Hour 
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The practice of offering a prayer re-
quest each Sunday morning for one of 
Olivet's members from bygone years 
came to an end on Easter Sunday 
2010.  Many of us have grown to love 
these weekly remembrances for the 
memories they have elicited or the 
history lessons they have taught.  Yet 
the intent was never to make the 
weekly òOlivet Saintó prayer a per-
manent feature of Olivet's worship service.  Rather, 
the hope was that our interim period would be en-
riched by a sense of gratitude for those who came 
before us, even as we listen for what God is calling 
us to today.  So on Easter Sunday, the Deacon of-
fered the final Olivet Saint prayer with the follow-
ing words: 
 

On All Saints Sunday, November 2, 
2008, we began the practice of offering a 
prayer of thanksgiving for one of Oli-
vet's saints.  As we recall each Sunday, 
òthese are members from past years who 
are no longer among us, but upon whose 
shoulders we now stand.ó  Over the past 
year and a half, we have lifted the names 
of 91 such souls to God and recounted 
their contributions to this church.  Today 
we bring this custom to a close, as we 
remember all Olivet saints ð those 
named  and those left unnamed ð who 
have shown us what it means to live life 
in Christ.  
 
We recall Olivet's saints not because 
they were good, or gentle, or generous, 
but because God spotted them and 
marked them and claimed them for him-
self and his purposes.  Whether or not 
we were fortunate enough to have 
known any of these folk, they are part of 
the chain of human voices and faces that 
link us back to Jesus.  When Jesus 
breathed his spirit into his disciples fol-
lowing his resurrection, he equipped 
them to be his body in the world and  

 
 

pass his breath of life to others.  Olivet's 
saints connect us not only with the his-
tory of this church on the corner of 
Dewey and Iglehart, but with God's 
mystery and purposes across the ages. 
 
The saints of history don't ask for imita-
tion.  Their way was unique and cannot 
be repeated.  But they invite us into 
their lives and offer us a hospitable 
space for our own search.  These are our 
guides ð not to be imitated, but to help 
us live our lives just as authentically as 
they lived theirs.  When we have found 
such guides we have good reason to be 
grateful.  Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

   
-Holly Stoerker 
Senior Deacon 

 

(Editorõs note:  Kudos to Holly, who researched and 
wrote all the Olivet Saints articles over the past two 
years.  Didnõt she do magnificent work?) 

Olivet Saints  

 

AN UNEXPECTED VISIT FROM FORMER  
OLIVET YOUTH DIRECTOR AND FAMILY  

 
What a delight to meet The Rev. Kevin Mundell 
and his wife Kelly, as they stopped by recently to 
show Olivet to their sons Dakota and Chayton!  I 
learned that Kevin had served Olivet as the In-
terim Youth Director, and led the 1995 youth mis-
sion trip to a Habitat for Humanity project in Mis-
sissippi.  Following his ordination at Olivet in 
1997, he became minister at Bethany United 
Church of Christ in Oshkosh, WI.  Still pastoring 
at Bethany, he has been working on his doctorate 
of ministry at Luther Seminary in St. Paul.  On the 
occasion of this visit, he had successfully defended 
his thesis on òMissional Preachingó for his DMin. 
in Congregational Mission and Leadership.   Con-
gratulations, Kevin, and blessings on your contin-
ued ministry in Wisconsin!  -Anne Swallow Gillis 
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It has been a busy but fruitful month for members of 
Olivetõs Community Works Committee and volun-
teersé... 
 
Simpson Shelters òSandwich to Goó Project 
The Community Works Committee, along with Simp-
son Shelters for Men and Women thank Karen Tarrant, 
Deb Bartels, Buffy Larson, Ron Kramer and Bob and 
Linda Mazanec for assembling and delivering 100 
sandwiches for shelter guests on Monday, April 12.  
All guests are required to leave the shelter by 7 
a.m. and not return until 6 p.m..   The òsandwich to go" 
is a vital part of the guestsõ day, and makes leaving the 
shelter less stressful, according to Christine Geise, Vol-
unteer Coordinator at Simpson Housing Services. 
 
Our next "delivery date" is scheduled for Monday, 
May 17, so we are seeking church volunteers to shop 
for the ingredients on Saturday, assemble the sand-
wiches after church on Sunday, and then drive them to 
the shelter on Monday between 3-5 p.m.   All expenses 
are reimbursed by the Community Works budget.  
If you would be interested in helping with this out-
reach project, please e-mail Caroline Stone at 
chws@mac.com, or call 651-699-5089.  Thank you for 
serving...."when one lives in poverty, one has many 
problems, when one is hungry, there is only one prob-
lem."  Olivet is part of the solution.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Family Place Lunch  
Many thanks to Karen Inman, Jean Fabel, Pat Hart, and 
Patti Bahr for serving lunch at the Family Place on Sat-
urday, April 24.  The Family Place no longer employs a 
cook over the weekend, so all meals are prepared "off 
site" and brought in.   This outreach is an act of love 
and support to those in need, as the shopping, cooking, 
carting the food to the Family Place and cleaning up 
the kitchen afterwards is all involved.  Many thanks to 
Nancy Berry who has volunteered to coordinate a din-
ner meal at the Family Place the first Saturday night in  
J 

 
 
 

 
June.  If anyone is interested in helping Nancy, please 
contact her at bruce2276@yahoo.com or 651-690-2510. 
 
Womenõs Advocates òMoving Inó Baskets 
Thank you Suzy Ahrens and the team of volunteers 
(Jean Fabel, Joy Stoerker, Dawn Singleton, Margaret 
Taber, and Kage Dana) who shopped for the "moving 
in" baskets that Olivet donated to Women's Advocates 
the Women's Shelter on Grand Avenue in St. Paul.  Six  
baskets were assembled on Wednesday night with the  
help of the children attending Wednesday night dinner 
and programming.  Charlie Dana drove the six "full" 
baskets to the shelter. Keep your ears open during the 
May 2 children's message.  Raeone Loscalzo, the Direc-
tor at Women's Advocates, is coming to Olivet to share 
her mission with us and tell the children more about 
the organization they help support with their packing 
skills. 
 
CommonBond Apartment Update  
Olivet supported CommonBond Communities with a 
$2,500 check donated in April to furnish an entire 
apartment within the new complex CommonBond is 
building to shelter homeless men.  Last September we 
collected furniture for this project, and $350 in cash, so 
we promised to furnish an apartment in 2010 with our 
outreach funds.   We combined the money collected 
from last year with outreach funds in this year's 
budget to make this donation.  Thank you all for giv-
ing so generously to Olivet so we are able to reach out 
to those in dire straits within our community.  
 
Also, CommonBond is doing a large ice-cream social 
fundraiser for its patrons on Sunday afternoon, June 

13, at Olivet.  They are in need of 2-4 volunteers who 
know Olivetõs kitchen well to assist with set-up, serv-
ing and clean-up for the social.  If you would be will-
ing and available that day, please contact Brenda Ew-
ing, Community Relations director at CommonBond, 
at 651-288-8693.  Your help would be much appreci-
ated! 
 
And Finally, Hamming It Up for Easter...  
The Community Works committee supplied the Little 
Sisters of the Poor with its Easter hamsñabout 55 
pounds of Byerly's hams -- and Byerly's Roseville cov-
ered half of the cost!  Sisters Pauline and Beatrice were 
extremely appreciative and send God's blessings to the 
generous Olivet family.  

Community Works  

mailto:chws@mac.com
mailto:bruce2276@yahoo.com


12  

 

Pastoral Search Committee Update 
In the 16th chapter of I Samuel, Israelõs chief talent 
scout is scouring the back roads of Judea in search of 
a successor to his first òfind,ó Saul, who turned out 
not to be òthe oneó after all.  Being naturally inclined 
toward orderly schedules and bedeviled by a near -
worshipful regard for deadlines, Samuel sees Eliab, 
the first of Jesseõs brood, and with an eye toward 
quickly putting the òrustic charmsó of Bethlehem 
behind him by sundown and returning to the com-
forts and customs of home and temple, pronounces 
òSurely the Lordõs anointed is now before the 
Lord.ó  
  

"Not!" said the Lord (or words to that effect).  òDo 
not look on his appearance or on the height of his 
stature, because I have rejected him: for the Lord 
does not see as mortals see; they look on the out-
ward appearance, but the Lord looks on the 
heart.õó  You know the rest of the story: after seven 
sons walk down the runway strutting their stuff, the 
eighth son, David, is summoned from hills where he 
is wrestling lions barehanded, throwing stones at 
imaginary giants, teaching himself to play harp and 
otherwise watching over his fatherõs sheep.   
  

The Pastoral Search Committee, of course, is not 
looking for a king, however much the pressure of 
finding a successor to a 38-year ministry might 
sometimes make it seem that way.  Still, the report 
filed on Samuel's talent hunt is instructive.  We have 
received roughly three dozen profiles since filing 
Olivet's search profile with the UCC in early March, 
from which four or five have emerged as being suffi-
ciently promising to merit further consideration by 
the eight-member committee.  By that I mean that 
after privately spending anywhere from a half -hour 
to several hours poring over the 15-25 page profile 
submitted by each candidate, we each bring our best 
judgments to the table, discuss the merits or demer-
its of each candidate based on their profile 
(supplemented in some cases by additional insights 
gleaned from Google-assisted web research), then 
decide whether or not to move them to the next 
stage of the process.   
 

To understand the effort that goes into reviewing 
each profile, I would urge you to recall the 43 -item 
checklist of qualities you would like to see in the 
next minister, from which you were to select 
12.  Each of the candidateõs profiles includes this 
same list of qualities, with a column showing which 
12 qualities the candidate checked off and eight col-

umns showing which 12 their references checked.  A 
1-4 paragraph essay/letter of support from the eight 
references--friends/church members/ministerial 
colleagues follows.  Poring over this section proved 
very time -consuming, particularly if, like me, the 
temptation proved irresistible to revert to childhood 
obsessions with baseball statistics.  I devised an ar-
cane system of tallying items checked, sorting and 
weighting them according to the priority Olivet 
members assigned each item, arriving at a total score 
by which each candidate could be measured against 
the others.  Fun, but of dubious value, i.e., òthe Lord 
doesnõt see as mortals seeó (or calculate). 
 

Of greater interest and insight --and hence requiring 
a greater investment of time--were the candidatesõ 
essays dubbed òStatements on Ministry,ó òSelf-
Appraisal Statementsó and in some cases, 
òSupplementary Statements,ó from which one 
gleaned the nature of each candidateõs call to the 
ministry and the gifts that he or she might bring to 
ministering with us at Olivet.  A simple turn of 
phrase might be sufficient to light one committee 
memberõs interest in a candidate and dim anotherõs.  
Which is where the collective discernment of the en-
tire eight -member committee, and the love and trust 
that we have been blessed to nurture over the past 
year, inevitably comes into play.  We are repeatedly 
drawn back or urged forward in our enthusiasm by 
one or more chastening or encouraging voices 
among us calling to mind all that we know of the 
congregation that called us, knowledge accrued 
through long or limited years of membership among 
them, or through the direct input of the surveys and 
discussions conducted last autumn in preparation of 
Olivetõs Church Profile.  
 

We are moving prayerfully, deliberately, and faith-
fully toward calling a new minister in a timely man-
ner, mindful all the while that for as much as we, 
like Samuel, would like to control the timetable, it is 
not for us to say òwhenó (or òSurely...ó).  We have 
four or five impressive profiles in hand, and are 
soon to embark on a three-part investigative journey 
involving 1) e -mail queries and responses, 2) tele-
phone interviews and, should there continue to be a 
high level of mutual interest, 3) in -person inter-
views.  We anticipate receiving a second wave of 
profiles in response to ads placed in the  April 20 
and May 4 issues of Christian Century, from which 
we hope another four or five strong candidates will 
emerge and undergo a similar three-part investiga-
tive journey.  We hope, but donõt assume, that the 
three-step process can be completed with the first  
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group in June and with a second group in July/August.  
Review of taped sermons and relevant written material, 
follow -up conversations with the candidatesõ three 
listed telephone references, possible visits to neutral 
church sites to review one or more candidates leading a 
worship service will ensue, followed soon thereafter by 
intense--or perhaps not-so-intense--committee delibera-
tions that one hopes will yield a candidate to present to 
the congregation for consideration in early autumn.  
What that part of the process might involve and will 
require of the committee, the congregation, and the 
candidate will be the subject of a forthcoming update.  
In the meantime, please continue to keep us in your 
prayers as we patiently move forward toward the day 
when we might rightly say, òSurely this is the one.ó   

-  Roger Larson 
Co-Chair 

 
As we continue our search for a new settled minister, 

we offer this  

Prayer for Olivet's Pastoral Search  
Almighty and Gracious God, we ask your blessing on 
Olivet's Pastoral Search Committee and our congrega-
tion.  Grant usé 
  Courage and Strength  for the journey ahead; 
  Patience in times of frustration and uncertainty; and  
  Trust, both in one another and in your infinite  
 wisdom.  
Guide the committee with your loving hand and open 

their hearts and minds to discern your will.  Keep us all 
faithful to the process and near to You in the days 
ahead.  In Jesusõ name we pray, Amen. 

\ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Treasurerõs Report 
(as of March 31, 2010) 

 

             Year End    YTD       YTD  
INCOME                                  Budget                     2010                     2009 
Pledges 225,741 95,988 96,772 
Endowment Draw  31,958 0 0 
Other 46,346 12,370 16,582 
TOTAL  304,045 92,422 113,354 
 

EXPENSES 
Pastoral & Staff 202,229 54,684 50,991 
Program & Benevolence 42,146 10,946 2,551 
Building & Office  50430 20,192 21,609 
TOTAL  294,805 85,822 75,151 
 

Net income over expenses 9,240 22,536 38,203 
                                                                                                                                

           - Barbara Nilles, Treasurer 
Stock Gifts  
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office by letter or e-mail and let us know the following in formation:  
1. What stock is being transferred, from whom , and the number of shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesnõt 
always say who itõs from. Unless the office has been informed, itõs hard to know whom to credit. 

2.     When it is being transferred.   
3. Call the church office if you need information to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. We will provide a letter  te mpl ate 

for your donation.  

 

Olivet Spring 2010 Graduates  
 
Patrick Raines , son of Karen Tarrant, BA in 
biology from Earlham College, Richmond, 
Indiana.  
 
Ben Stansbury -OõDonnell, son of Mark and 
Wendy Stansbury-OõDonnell, from Central 
High School, St. Paul.  Ben will attend the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin -Madison this fall.  
 
Jessica Fabel, daughter of Tom and Jean Fabel,  
earned her associateõs degree in early child-
hood education in March.  
 

Congratulations, graduates! 
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Interim Ministerõs Schedule  
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis is usually in the office 
Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., or 
by appointment.  You can leave church business 
messages for her at the church phone, 651-646-1478, 
or e-mail her at anne.swallowgillis  
@comcast.net.  When the church office is closed (after 
2:00 p.m. weekdays and on weekends), you  
can reach her for pastoral emergencies at her home, 
651-292-3050.   
 

May Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild, Deacon,  and 
Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts  
May Readers:  To be announced.  May Altar Guild: 
Adam Rynkiewich.  May Deacon:  Patti Bahr. April 
Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts:  Holly Stoerker 
and Audrey Olson.  
 

Got Game?  Open Basketball on Tuesday Nights  
Need a fun, quick workout or time to blow off steam 
with a game of pick -up basketball?  Come over to 
Olivet on Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m. and you can do 
just that.  Contact Ben Awes with any questions (651-
646-5732) or just show up with your sneakers and 
best game! 
 

Olivet Menõs Group Meets May 6 
Olivet Menõs group welcomes Olivet men of all ages 
for dinner and conversation.  The next gathering will 
be at the home of Christian Soltermann on Thursday, 
May 6.  We gather at 6:30 p.m. to share a meal and 
then discuss a topic of interest to the group.  For 
more information, or to RSVP, contact Ben Awes at 
bawes@citydeskstudio.com or (651) 646-5732. 
 

Anne DeCoster Art Show Until May 29  
Longtime Olivetian Anne (Junie) DeCoster will have 
a show of her beautiful paintings, òInland Sea:  Lake 
Superior at Grand Marais,ó from April 16-May 29 at 
the Groveland Annex, 25 Groveland Terrace, Min-
neapolis. Visit w ww.grovelandgallery. com for show 
opening information and hours.  

 

Ongoing Yoga Classes at Olivet  
Two ongoing yoga classes meet weekly at Olivet 
Monday and Thursday nights in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The Monday class at 7:30 p.m. is vinyasa yoga ð 
flowing, athletic, active ð focusing on breathing, 
stretching, flexibility, strengthening, and bal-
ance.  The Thursday night class at 7:00, taught by 
Kailen Nelson, is more restorative yoga and some 
what less strenuous.  The cost per class varies from  
$7 to $12.50, depending on the number of partici- 
 

 
 

pants. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga 
mat.  (We recommend not eating for at least an hour and 
a half before class.) 
 

Capital City Brass Concert Coming Up May 2  
The Capital City Brass Quintet, led by Olivetõs Buffy 
Larson, presents "Winter Dreams, Spring Awaken-
ings: Music for the Changing Seasons" on Sunday, 
May 2 at 3:00 p.m. at Olivet.  Music bringing us from 
the cool of Winter (Thelonius Monk's  'Round Mid-
night) to the joy of a Spring circus romp (Jan 
Koestier's Kinderzirku) will be offered along with 
other seasonally adjusted selections. The concert is 
free with a reception following.  
 

And More Great Music:  2010 American Swedish 
Institute Male Chorus Spring Concert May 7  
Olivetian choir member Philip Friedlund is a mem-
ber of this outstanding group. They will offer their 
spring concert on Friday, May 7 at 7:30 p.m. at St. 
Stephen Lutheran Church, 8400 France Avenue, 
Bloomington.  Tickets are $10 adults; $5 children; see 
Philip at church for tickets or contact the ASI at (612) 
871-4907. 
 

Project Home Volunteers Needed for June 8 -12 
Partnering with Messiah Episcopal Church,  Olivet 
volunteers will help out with Project Homeõs over-
flow shelter during the week of June 8-12. Weõll need 
two people for the 5:30-8:00 p.m. shift and two for 
the overnight shift each night.  Contact Karen Inman 
to volunteer:  (651) 224-2330.  More details will fol-
low in May bulletins.  

Announcements 

 

 

 

 

Olivet Spring Clean- Up Day  

Saturday, May 15, 9:00 a.m.  
Join members of the Building and Grounds 
Committee in our annual effort to prune, 

trim, clean and generally spiff up our won-
derful building, courtyard and lawn.   

Bring work gloves and a willing spirit;  
refreshments will be available throughout 

the morning! (Parents with kids at the Chil-
drenõs Sunday rehearsal may want to do 

double-duty and help out while the kids are  
rehearsing.) 
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The Prayer List 

      Please keep the following Olivet members and friends in your prayers this month.: 
 Norma BAYARD, mother of Jeannine and grandmother of Ken and Gwen LILLY,  
  died April 17.  Services were held in Cloquet, Minnesota.  Please keep Normaõs  
  family in your prayers.  
 Grace BURKLUND, undergoing treatment for recurrence of cancer. 

Betsy DOERMANN, facing the challenge of lung cancer.   
Virginia DURAND, at home.  

       Joyce GUSTAFSON, at Lyngblomsten Care Center. 
 Mary HUBER, sister of Richard Dana, facing treatment for breast cancer. 
 Tabi JAVID, recuperating from recent hand surgery.  
 Edwin JONES, father of Cynthia Jones, diagnosed with lung and liver cancer.        
 Dorothy KAYSEN, at Walker Methodist Health Care Center, Minneapolis  
       Ron KRAMER, facing the challenges of cancer. 
       The PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Rachel Awes, Steve Church,  
  Rachel Clasen, Roger Larson, Linda Mazanec, Tom McClellan,  
  Tim Polk, Holly Stoerker, and ex officio member Jeff Benjamin. 
       The Rev. Marion POCKER, undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma.  
 Dawn SINGLETON and her husband Steve Church, as Dawn recovers from  
  recent surgery. 
 Dave SWEENEY, facing prostate cancer. 
             David WELLS, brother of Madelyn Thompson, undergoing treatment for  
  pancreatic cancer. 
 Jacob WETTERLING, and all missing children 
 

  

MAY CELEBRATIONS 
                                                                     

                                                                  ANNIVERSARIES 

       
 
 
 

 

 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Allison Nelson  5/1  
Poppy Ploen 5/1  
Dorothea Pocker 5/4  
Kristin Sweeney 5/4  
Evan Gustafson 5/4  
Henry Benjamin  5/5  
Nicholas Foss 5/11  
Christian Soltermann 5/11  
James Edwards 5/11  
David Cornell  5/12  
Jordan McGowan 5/14  
Roger Cheatham 5/20  
The Rev. Marcus Cox 5/20  

Jayne Nadeau 5/20  
Linda Boom 5/20  
Rachel Awes 5/22  
Bailey Foss 5/23  
Holly Stoerker  5/24  
Jean Jefferson 5/26  
Jacob Schultz 5/26  
Bob Mazanec 5/28  
Susan Price 5/28  
Carrie Schultz 5/28  
Henry Beimers 5/30  
William Beimers  5/30  
Abraham Awes  5/30  

Suzy Ahrens and Steven Hine 5/13  
Steve Church and Dawn Singleton 5/17  
Eden and Susan Bluhm  5/22  
Duane and Carolyn Kell   5/30  
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers  
 

 

      The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis  Interim Minister Jeff Benjamin   Moderator 
      Paul Boehnke Organist/Choirmaster Barbara Nilles     Treasurer 
      Grace Anderson Director of Christian Education  Barbara McClellan                         Clerk 
      Kathryn Oakley   Office Manager Holly Stoerker                 Senior Deacon  
      Leonard òButchó Schultz Facilities Gwen Lilly  Lead Childcare Provider  
          Heidi Hall  Youth Program Adam Rynkiewich  Altar Guild 
          Buffy Larson  Bell Choir Director  Paul Clasen Head Usher 
      Gabriella Testa    Sunday School Teacher  
         

 Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The Olivetian is published monthly.  

  Phone (651) 646-1478   Fax  (651) 644-3838 
www.olivetucc.net     contact@olivetucc.net 
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