
   

 

 

March Sunday  

Worship Schedule 
 

The heart of our life together… 
10:00 a.m.  We gather for worship in the Sanctuary 

The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching  
March 7, 14, and 28 

10:15 a.m.  Children leave worship for church school 
 

March 7:  Third Sunday in Lent with Holy 
Communion.  Our Gospel reading invites us to 
consider the price of God’s grace, as Jesus calls those 
around him to a radical repentance and a turning 
away from previous beliefs and actions (Luke 13:1-9).  
What might we each have to renounce or release as 
his disciples?  Scripture readings also include Isaiah 
55:1-9; Psalm 63:1-8; and I Corinthians 10:1-13. 
 

March 14:  Fourth Sunday in Lent.  With the Gospel 
story of the Prodigal Son, we again consider God’s 
focus on seeking out the ―lost‖ (Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32).   
How might  our reluctance to return, or even our 
envy and resentment, keep us from being ―found‖ by 
God?  Scripture readings also include Joshua 5:9-12; 
Psalm 32; and 2 Corinthians 5:16-21.  We will 
celebrate the baptism of Henry Mazanec, son of Peter 
Mazanec and Kelly Craig. 
 

March 21:  Fifth Sunday in Lent.  In honor of 
Johannes Sebastian Bach’s 325th birthday, our choir 
and recorders will bring us the beautiful anthem, 
―Sheep May Safely Graze.‖  Scripture readings 
include Isaiah 43:16-21; Psalm 126; Philippians 3:4b-
14; and the tender story of the disciple Mary’s 
extravagant gift to Jesus in John 12:1-8.  The Rev. Paul 
Westermeyer will preach  (see page 10). 
 

March 28:  Palm Sunday.  With joyful hymns and 
waving palm branches, we begin Holy Week with the 
re-telling of Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem from Luke 
19:28-40.   Readings also include Psalm 118: 1-2, 19-29 
and Philippians 2:5-11. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO  
HOLY WEEK 

 

Beginning March 28, we will gather for a week of 
multiple worship services.  For those new to Oli-

vet, this week is a full offering of liturgical rich-
ness.  We invite you plan ahead to include as 
much of it as you can in your schedule.  Some of 
the services are inter-generational in intent and 
others are evening services for older youth and 
adults.   
 

It is a tradition to renew our Baptismal vows at 
the Easter Eve Vigil, and also to baptize any adult 
who so desires.  Anyone interested in adult bap-

tism at the service is invited to speak with our 
interim minister. 
 

Maundy Thursday (April 1): òSupper of Re-
memberingó in which we share elements of the 
Jewish Seder Passover along with Christian Holy 
Communion, in a celebration of Jesus’ last supper 
with his disciples.  All ages welcome:  a prepared 
hot meal starts at 6:00 p.m.; bring desserts to 
share.   The  Mandy Thursday Watch, a vigil of 
silent prayer and meditation, follows from 8:00-
10:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 
 

Good Friday (April 2):  Final Lenten Breakfast at 
7:00 a.m.  Evening Service of scriptures and 
prayers at 5:30 p.m. for older youth and adults. 
 

The Great Vigil of Easter (April 3):   Saturday 
evening at 8:00 p.m., a solemn service of lighting 
the Paschal fire in the courtyard, readings and 
Holy Communion, for older youth and adults.   
 

Easter Sunday (April 4):  The whole congrega-
tion joins for celebration of the Resurrection and 
Holy Communion at 10:00 a.m.  Childcare for 
young ones provided.    
 

More details about these worship services will 
follow in the April newsletter. 
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 From Your Interim    

 Minister 
 The Reverend  

Anne Swallow Gillis 

 
We have begun the Lenten season by once again 
dedicating ―to keep a holy Lent,‖ in the words of the 
Invitation from our solemn Ash Wednesday liturgy.   
 
With flickering candles, a sheaf of dried palm fronds 
and a small bowl of dark ashes set on the table we 
usually use for Communion, a number of us gath-
ered in the Sanctuary for worship.  Around the table, 
our three young Confirmation students and their 
adult mentors sat with me in a semi-circle of chairs.  
Together we shared scripture readings, hymns and 
reflections with the gathered congregation in this 
stark and ancient service. One by one, worshippers 
came forward to have their foreheads gently marked 
with ashes in the sign of a cross, hearing the words 
―from dust you have come and to dust you shall re-
turn.‖  We pondered these symbols of our frailty and 
mortality as humans, of our origins from stardust 
and our eventual return to the same.   Acknowledg-
ing the shadowy contours of our lives and confessing 
our sins, we reaffirmed God’s healing grace and 
abundant forgiveness. 
 
How might we each spend the coming weeks of 
Lent, as we move with Jesus towards Jerusalem?  I 
invite us to find the quiet pauses and silent spaces in 
each of our lives for self-reflection, prayer, and medi-
tating on both the Biblical narrative and other writ-
ings where God continues to speak.    

 
In ministry with you,   
Anne 
 
Sermon Availability  
Please know that each week Anne e-mails her sermon out 
to our current Sunday School teachers, as well as anyone 
else who would like a copy.  E-mail her if you want to be 
included on that list <anne.swallowgillis @comcast.net> 
for a particular week. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

Pastoral Search Committee Update 
 
At the Annual Meeting on January 31, preview cop-
ies of Olivet's Church Profile were distributed to the 
congregation, marking the conclusion of the first step 
in the journey to find Olivet's next settled minister.  
For those of us on the Search Committee it is the cul-
mination of months of research, discussion, writing, 
and editing, which we are both relieved and grateful 
to have behind us.  Olivet's 30-page profile, includes 
financial data and descriptions of church programs 
and committees.  But most importantly, it is a narra-
tive of who we are and what we hope and pray for 
the future.  Preparing the profile was an opportunity 
for discernment.  It now becomes a recruitment tool. 
 
So now it is time to turn our hearts and minds to the 
next step – reviewing ministerial profiles.  By the end 
of February we will have a short ―ad‖ posted on the 
UCC employment opportunities website. (http://
www.ucc.org/classifieds/pdfs/ucem.pdf).  We will 
also be advertising in the Christian Century, a nonde-
nominational magazine, considered to be the journal 
of record for American Protestants. Candidates who 
are interested in Olivet will submit their profile to us, 
and in exchange, be given a copy of Olivet's profile.  
After reading candidates' profiles, the Search Com-
mittee will decide which ones we want to get to 
know better by conducting interviews.   
 
As we enter this next phase of the process, seeking to 
know the candidates' hearts by reading how they de-
scribe themselves, we will be leaning heavily on you 
for patience and prayers and on our Gracious God 
for inspiration and insight.  We are reminded of the 
story of the blind man at Bethsaida.  Jesus led the 
man out of the village, laid hands on him, and then 
asked if he could see.  The man responded ―I can see 
people, but they look like trees, walking.‖(Mark 8:24)  
Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again and he 
saw everything clearly.  May God give us such pa-
tience and clarity of vision. 
 

Holly Stoerker 
Member, Pastoral Search Committee  

 
 

mailto:anne.swallowgillis@comcast.net
http://www.ucc.org/classifieds/pdfs/ucem.pdf
http://www.ucc.org/classifieds/pdfs/ucem.pdf
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Easter Lilies 
Members and friends of Olivet are invited to honor 
or memorialize a friend or family member by 
donating an Easter lily to decorate the church on 
Easter Sunday. An insert in the Easter Sunday 
bulletin will include the names of all those so 
remembered.  Each lily plant costs $9.50.  The lilies 
may be taken home after the 10:00 a.m. worship 
service on Easter Sunday or left at the church for 
distribution to the home-bound. Watch for March 
bulletin inserts with information on how to donate 
an Easter lily. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Moderator's Update  
Jeff Benjamin 
 
I wanted to write a brief note to tell everybody that I 
am excited to take over the Moderator position on 
the Council.  Tom Fabel, the Council. and the Human 
Resources and Pastoral Search committees have 
successfully addressed many tough issues over the 
last 12-24 months and, while we have a few 
additional challenges to pursue in 2010, I am 
confident that this Council can continue to make the 
same type of progress. 
 
Here is a quick update on a few key priorities Olivet 
is working through in the coming weeks and months. 
 
Annual Meeting Response: 
The most urgent action is to respond to the feedback 
in the annual meeting regarding employee 
compensation increases for 2010.  Our goal is to 
address this issue at the March Council meeting.  
There is much to do to prepare for this discussion, so 
I am hoping that we can have the analysis complete 
by then.  I will give you all an update after the March 
9 meeting. 
 
Pastoral Search Committee Progress: 
The Pastoral Search Committee is about to post the 
church profile on the UCC website and start 
gathering prospective ministers’ resumes.  The 
profile looks great and I am very confident we will 
attract a number of good candidates.  The interview 
process will take some time.  Please set your 
expectations that a probable timeframe for a new 
minister to join us would be 3rd or 4th quarter of this 
year.  However, it could take longer and I want you 
all to remain patient through this process. 
 
I will generally keep these notes relatively short, but 
please feel free to chase me down with any questions 
or comments on Council activities. 
 
Thank you, 
Jeff Benjamin 
 

 
Inside This Issue 
 From the Interim Minister   2  
 Moderator’s Update   2  
     Annual Meeting and  
    Council Minutes    4   
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     March Calendar      8 
 Olivet Saints     10 
     The Olivet Community   11 
 Announcements    13 
 Musical Notes   14 
 Treasurer’s Report   14 
 March Celebrations   15 
    The Prayer List   15 
 
The Olivetian is published monthly 
by Olivet Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ), 1850 Igle-
hart Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104.  
Contact the church at (651) 646-1478 

Lenten Breakfasts Continue through 

Good Friday  
All ages are invited to join us for breakfast and 
conversation, on Friday mornings throughout 
the Lenten season.  A hot breakfast is served 
promptly at 7:00 a.m., followed by a brief de-
votional message by our Interim  Minister, fin-
ishing by 7:35 am.  A free-will offering is taken 
to cover costs.  Breakfast cooks are still needed 
for several of the weeks.  RSVP by noon on 
Thursdays with the church office (651) 646-
1478. 
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Minutes of the Annual  Meeting:  January 31, 2010 
The Moderator, Tom Fabel, opened the 122nd Annual 
Meeting of Olivet Church on this cloudy, six-degree, 
January morning.  Sixty-six members attended. 
Anne Swallow Gillis, our interim minister, opened 
the meeting with a prayer. 
 

The Minutes from the previous Annual Meeting, from 
January 25, 2009, were approved as presented. 
Tom mentioned that it was important to read the An-
nual Reports of the committees as presented, to see 
what each committee had accomplished during the 
previous year.   A motion was passed to accept the 
Reports.  Tom Fabel also complimented our clerk, 
Barbara McClellan, for her long service to Olivet as 
church Clerk. 
 

Treasurerõs Report:  Barb Nilles was thanked for her 
handling of this office over the year.  A motion was 
passed to accept the report as presented. 
 

Nancy Dana mentioned the Stokes Memorial Fund.  
Years ago, Mark Stokes set up this fund to honor his 
wife and son and asked that this fund be recognized 
each year at the Annual Meeting.  He hoped this men-
tion each year would be a way to remember the im-
portance of the Endowment funds over the years. 
 

Transition Team:  Sarah Rynkiewich reported on the 
activities of this team, including the following activi-
ties:  a history night; reflections on our Mission State-
ment; reviewing of our long range goals; the begin-
ning of development of a Vision Statement, and tak-
ing a closer look at Olivet’s denominational connec-
tions. 
 

Tom McClellan spoke about the Pastoral Search 

Committeeõs work over the last months and the steps 
they had taken to get to the present-day completion of 
a proposed Church Profile.  This is now available for 
the congregation to read.  When the document is fi-
nally complete, it will be sent to candidates who are 
interested in checking out Olivet Church to become 
our new settled minister. 
 

Steve Nelson, as chairman of the Finance Committee, 
spoke about our finances over this past year.  He said 
the budget he’s presenting does not capture our bless-
edness at Olivet over this time.  A year ago, we had 
no idea what the next year would bring:  getting to 
know our interim minister; how our finances would 
be with the economic news across the nation; getting 
ready to seek a new minister; whether we could we  

 
 

 
cover our expenses.  At the end of 2009, we had ac-
crued a substantial surplus over our budgeted hopes 
because of a number of reasons:  our investments took 
off; generous members stepped up and increased 
their giving; and it all worked out.  We were blessed 
with the wonderful energy and transition help from 
Anne Swallow Gillis at every turn, and we’re very 
grateful for her presence at Olivet. 
 

Last October as the early preliminary budget was be-
ing developed, the Finance committee came up with a 
―bare bones‖ proposal, with no salary increases for 
our staff, as well as reduced areas in committee re-
quests.  But the Council still hoped that finances 
would improve, and they did, and that’s how we 
ended with the surplus.  The Council decided that 
we’d put the surplus into the 2010 budget and divide 
it between our Benevolence giving and the Contin-
gency fund, which is there to cover unexpected main-
tenance disasters around the church.  There was an 
increase in the salary of our interim minister through 
her contractual obligations, but the rest of the staff’s 
salaries were frozen at their level at the end of 2009. 
 

Some questions (and responses given) from the congre-
gation about the proposed budget: 
 

The 2009 budget listed around $27,000 from the 
Endowment funds that was to be used as income.  
Why didn’t that happen?   Our income was larger 
than anticipated and the funds werenõt needed. 
Can we un-freeze staff salaries at this point?   It is 
hard to use unexpected funds (surplus) to raise salaries 
that will then need to be continued at that higher rate 
in the following year, without knowing if the budget 
can sustain those increases.  
 Why are all benevolence funds frozen except for 
Community Works?  It seems that we put more em-
phasis on local benevolence needs than on needs outside 
this area. 
How about giving just a 3% cost of living increase 
to the staff?  The budget is a planning document and 
can be changed at any time during the year.  The con-
gregation can make suggestions to the Council about 
raising the salaries of the staff.  Most of the staff salary 
contracts are executed in July or August now, but they 
are all expected to be changed to January 1 to start at 
the same time as the new budget each year. 

 

Other comments: 
We should give Buffy Larson an honorarium for 
her being the director of the bell choirs.  Buffy said 
that she does it because she loves doing it. 

Olivet Annual Meeting and Church Council Minutes 
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Any unused contingency funds roll over each year 
to the next budget year. 
Our Endowment took a big loss in 2008, but got 
better in 2009.  If we can broaden our pledge base, 
we can deal better with ongoing costs. 

 

After discussion, a motion was made to accept the pro-
posed budget for 2010 as presented.  Before a vote was 
taken on this motion, an amendment was made to this 
motion:  That the Human Resources committee discuss 
again their decisions about staff salary increases and 
take their recommendations to the Council and Fi-
nance Committee for them to look again at the 2010 
budget pertaining to staff salaries.  Then the Council 
will make their decisions within the next two months, 
and let the congregation know what those decisions 
are.  A motion was passed to accept this amendment 
to the original motion.  Then the original motion – 
with the amendment – was passed by the congrega-
tion. 
 

A motion was passed to change the status of the Hand 
Bell Maintenance subsidy, from rolling over the budg-
eted amount each year to the next year’s budget, to 
have the funds accumulate year after year. 
 

Nominating Committee report:  Each year three of the 
nine members of the Council fulfill their three-year 
terms, and need to be replaced.  This year these three 
members are Ben Awes, Tom Fabel and Steve Nelson, 
as well as Margaret Tabar who was fulfilling a one 
year fill-in commitment.  They were all thanked for 
their extremely fine work and leadership during this 
transition time between settled ministers.  They were 
each presented with lovely books that pertained to 
their particular work over these past three years.   
The nominations to fill these vacant positions are:  Rob 
Arnold, Jeff Benjamin, Christian Soltermann, and 
Caroline Stone (finishing a two- year term).  A motion 
was passed accepting these nominations for the Coun-
cil. 
 

The following members were either taking on a second 
term on the Diaconate or starting a new commitment:  
Linda Boom, Tim Bremicker, Kathy Lamp and Gordon 
Deane.  A motion to confirm these appointments was 
passed. 
 

Other  business:  Grateful appreciation from  the con-
gregation was given to all our staff:  Anne Swallow 
Gillis, Kathy Oakley, Paul Boehnke, Butch Schultz, 
James Shaff,  Heidi Hall and Gwen Lilly.  Tom Fabel 
was thanked for his extraordinary leadership of the 
congregation during this transition time. 

Anne Swallow Gillis closed the meeting with a prayer 
to help Olivet to continue its energy and courage in 
fellowship over the next year as we work together to-
ward welcoming a new minister. 
  Respectfully submitted, 
  Barbara McClellan, Olivet Church Clerk 
 

A short meeting of the Council was held immediately 
after the Annual Meeting.  The new members of the 
Council were welcomed and Jeff Benjamin was elected 
Council Moderator. 

  
Olivet Council Meeting:  February 9, 2010 
Present:  Jeff Benjamin, Barb Nilles, Rob Arnold, 
Nancy Berry, Paul Clasen, Caroline Stone, Tim Bre-
micker, Ann Hobbie, Christian Soltermann, Holly Sto-
erker, and Anne Swallow Gillis.  
 

Guests: Nancy Dana (HR Committee) and Roger Lar-
son (Pastoral Search Committee) 
 

Absent: Barbara McClellan 
 

Anne Swallow Gillis lit a candle as a visible sign of the 
invisible Christ in our midst.  Following the sharing of 
joys and concerns, Anne offered an opening prayer 
and welcomed new Council members. 
 

Minutes:  The minutes of the January 12, 2010 meeting 
were approved, with one amendment. The section of 
the minutes describing the Minister's Report was ex-
panded to reflect the fact that the Council narrowed 
the list of Anne's ministry priorities during her re-
maining time at Olivet to the following three: helping 
the congregation grow in prayer, equipping members 
with theological language to enable them to share their 
individual beliefs, and working with the Membership 
Committee on new member outreach and assimilation.  
In addition, it was agreed that the minutes of the Janu-
ary 31, 2010 Annual Meeting should be written to re-
flect the fact that Caroline Stone was elected for the 
remaining 2 years of the 3-year term that Margaret 
Tabar began.  This point was made in the January 12 
Council minutes, but not in the Nominating Commit-
tee Report that the congregation approved at the An-
nual Meeting.  
 

Moderator's Report:  Jeff Benjamin described three 
outstanding issues related to the clergy employment 
policies being recommended by the HR Committee: 
vacation leave, study leave, and parental leave.  The 
Council discussed various alternatives and considera-
tions including standards of clergy compensation,  
                                                            (continued on page 12) 



6  

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Sunday School 
Sunday School classes are from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
Teachers for March: 

Godly Play:  Sarah Senaratna (story teller) 
      Sean Ploen (doorkeeper) 

Grades K-1:  Susan Bluhm 
Grades 2-3:   Jayne Soltermann 
Grades 4-5:  Gabriela Testa 
Grades 6-7:  Gordon Deane  

Our youth (grades 8-12) are invited to stay in 
worship. If you are in eighth grade or older and 
have received the Red Cross Babysitter training, you 
may volunteer in the church nursery. Please contact 
Grace Anderson for more information or if you 
would like to volunteer. 
 

Nursery Care 
Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from  
8:30 -11:30 a.m. for children birth through 3 years of 
age.   On Wednesdays  from 6:15 – 7:45 p.m., care is 
provided for ages birth to 4 years old. 
 

Sunday Adult Christian Education 
Tim Polk leads Sunday morning lectionary Bible 
study, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Whether you haven’t 
opened a Bible in years or are a daily reader of the 
Bible, come and join this lively discussion group 
based on the biblical texts for each  Sunday’s 
worship.  Childcare is provided. 
 
 

About Childrenõs and Junior Choir 
We surveyed parents, and many are interested in 
continuing with Children's and Junior Choirs.  Buffy 
Larson will offer Junior Choir for children second 
grade and up.  Ann Hobbie will offer Children's 
Choir for children ages 3-first grade.  Both choirs 
will rehearse after church from March 21-May 9 

(no rehearsal on Easter).  Both choirs will offer their 
music at the Children's Sunday service on May 

16.  If anyone is willing to help coordinate choir 
snacks and/or provide a snack, please let Kate 
McGowan know:  (651) 695-1755. 
 

Thank You! 
Thank you to Olivet for the donation of 30 hygiene 
kits for Haiti and for the monetary donation that has 
gone toward shipping.  In all, 234 kits were collected 
from UCC churches in Minnesota (including Olivet).  
The kits were sent to Church World Service in 
Maryland, which will then ship them to Haiti.   
Grace Anderson, Donation Coordinator 
 

Christian Education Happenings 

Faith Formation for All Ages 

Grace Notes 
Grace Anderson 
Director of Christian Education 
 

 
Art and theology – what a natural combination.  We 
talk about multi-dimensional learning or multiple 
intelligences in education.  Gone are the days of a 
teacher standing in front of class lecturing to stu-
dents as the sole means of instruction.  For those of 
us who are tactile or visual learners, we collectively 
say ―thank goodness.‖   
 
Yet, how can theology be art or art be theological?  
Easily!  Think about the days before the printing 
press or when illiteracy rates were so extraordinarily 
high.  What were the means of sharing our Christian 
story? Art was and continues to be the means.  
 
We cannot know God, as the Gnostics believed in the 
ancient world.  Yet, we can experience God, and art is 
a wonderful means for experiencing God.   Person-
ally, photography is my way of connecting with the 
sacred.  I also find photography as a time for prayer.  
I say thank you to God with each image I capture 
and say thank you for the beauty of creation. 
The curriculum writers for our curriculum ―Seasons 
of the Spirit‖ give our children the opportunity to 
connect with God through art.  Seasons provides our 
teachers with art posters to accompany the lessons.  
Some of the art is by well-known artists like Rem-
brandt or by lesser-known contemporary artists. 
Each poster conveys something of the sacred and 
tells a portion of our Christian story. 
 
Here is a suggestion for the month of March when 
we have cabin fever and are getting impatient for 
spring.  Take a trip to the Minneapolis Institute of 
Arts.  Go up to the top floor of the Institute and ex-
perience the religious art that is on display.  You will 
see paintings of Jesus in the temple getting angry 
and a painting of Jesus with an expression of resig-
nation and/or sadness just before his crucifixion, 
just to name a few.   Let the art tell you a story and 
get you out of the house! 
 
Blessings, 
Grace 
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Wednesday Evenings at Olivet 
The ―Wednesday Evenings at Olivet‖ programs  be-
gin at 5:50 p.m. with an All-Church Dinner.   Chris-
tian Education programs for adults, children and 
youth run from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  Full schedule 
for the evenings: 
 
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 p.m. All-Church Dinner, Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Bell Choir rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Christian Education for all ages 
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

March Adult Christian Education 
March 3,  Book Study  
10, 17, 24  (see box below for details) 
March 31 No Wednesday Program 
 

March Childrenõs Christian Education 
March 3, Games, Crafts, Homework Help 
10,17, 24  
March 31 No Wednesday Program 
  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
LENTEN WEDNESDAY EVENING  

ADULT CLASS 
6:30-7:30 p.m.,  

March 3, 10, 17 and 24 
 

A group of five Olivetians have been meeting 
with our Interim Minister to plan an exciting 5-
week book series during the season of Lent.  We 
are using Rowan William’s book, Tokens of Trust: 
An Introduction to Christian Belief, which is based 
on a series of talks he gave at Canterbury Cathe-
dral to church-goers and seekers interested in 
the basics of Christianity.  The material is engag-
ing and accessible, and the Christian Education 
Committee is providing the books for no cost to 
those who would like to attend.  Believers, 
doubters and seekers are all welcome to partici-
pate!  Deb Bartels, Roger Larson, Ann Hobbie, 
Richard Keller and Tim Polk will each lead one 
of the weekly sessions.   See Ann Hobbie, Chris-
tian Education Committee Chair, to obtain a 
copy of the book, or leave your name with the 
church office.   

 

Youth Group  
 
The Olivet Youth Group meets on Wednes-
days from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room 
on the second floor.  Heidi Hall, our Youth Di-
rector, leads.  All youth grades 7-12 are wel-
come!   For more information, call Heidi at 
(651) 253-4663 or e-mail her at hall-
hei@bethel.edu.  

 
Winter 2010 Youth Ski Trips 

 
March 12-14 will be the fifth annual Olivet 
youth ski trip to Spirit Mountain at Duluth.  
Again, the non-skiing youth members can join 
the group Saturday afternoon and evening for 
swimming and dinner at Grandma’s.  This is 
the ―Spring Luau‖ at Spirit Mountain.  Be-
cause of some last-minute cancellations last 
year, Tim asks for a $50 non-refundable de-
posit per person by March 1. 
 
More trip details:  We will stay at the Red 
Roof Lodge across from the ski hill.  Depar-
ture is at 5:00 p.m. Friday, March 12 from 
church, with return on Sunday, March 14 
about 4:00-5:00 p.m.  Friday night dinner at 
Tobie’s.  Breakfast provided by Red Roof 
Lodge, and Tim will pack enough food for 
lunches.  Lift tickets, ski rentals, Friday and 
Saturday night dinners, and extra snacks are 
individual expenses.  Tim will arrange a 
group deal for the rooms, ski rentals and lift 
tickets, so you’ll need to be prepared to reim-
burse him on or very soon after the trip.  Lift 
tickets are about $35 and rentals $25 per day.  
Room charges and lunches will be divided 
equally among all participants.  Transporta-
tion charges will be divided among individu-
als in a vehicle.  Overall trip expenses should 
be about $160 per person not including the 
rentals. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

 
 

1 
Bach Society, Parlor,  

7:00 p.m. 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 

2 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Open Basketball, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Minn. Philharmonic Quintet re-
hearsal, Sanctuary, 7:45 p.m. 

7 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Communion Sunday  
 
 

Pastoral Search Committee,  
Parlor, 4:00 p.m. 

 

8 
 
 
. 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:30 p.m.,  

 

9 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Church Council, Parlor,  
7:00 p.m. 

 

Open Basketball, Fellowship Hall, 
 7:00 p.m. 

 

Minn. Philharmonic Quintet rehearsal, 
Sanctuary, 7:45 p.m. 

 

14 
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS BEGINS!  

(set clocks forward one hour) 
 

Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

 
Baptism of Henry Mazanec 

15 
 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 

7:30 p.m.  
 

16 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

Worship  Committee, Parlor, 
7:00 p.m. 

21 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Rev. Paul Westermeyer preaching 
Childrenôs and Junior Choirs  

rehearsals begin after worship 
 

Twin Cities Recorder Guild,  
Fellowship Hall and Parlor 

2:00-5:00 p.m. 

22 
 

Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis on 
study leave 

 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  
7:30 p.m. 

23 
Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis on study 

leave 
 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

PALM SUNDAY       28 
Christian Ed meeting,  

Library, 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Childrenôs and Junior Choir Rehearsal 
 

Capitol City Brass Quintet Concert,  
Sanctuary, 3:00 p.m. 

 

HOLY WEEK BEGINS   29 
 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  

7:30 p.m. 
. 

30 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

5:00 p.m. Confirmation  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

4 
Bach Society, Sanctuary, 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m. 

 

Menôs Group, home of 
Chris Gillis, 6:30 p.m. 

5 
Lenten Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 

 
Glorious Revolution  
Baroque Concert, 

Sanctuary, 8:00 p.m. 

6 
Building and Grounds  
Committee, 8:00 a.m. 

Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m. 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 

Minn.  Country Dance Coop-
erative Supper and Dance, 
Fellowship Hall, 6:00 p.m. 

10 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

5:00 p.m. Confirmation  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

11 
 

Bach Society, Sanctuary, 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 

7:00 p.m. 

12 
Lenten Breakfast, Fellow-

ship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 
 

Second Friday Movie Night, 
Parlor, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Youth Spirit Mountain  
Ski Trip 

13 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 

17 
 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation  

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

18 
 

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  
Fellowship Hall 

 
Pastoral Search  

Committee, Parlor,  
7:15 p.m. 

19 
Lenten Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 

 
April Olivetian  

deadline ! 

20 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 

Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis 
on study leave 

 
 

24 
Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis  

on study leave 
 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

25 
Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis 

on study leave 
 
 
 

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  
Fellowship Hall 

26 
Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis 

on study leave 
 

Lenten Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 

 
 

27 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
The WolfGang Concert, 

Sanctuary, 7:30 p.m. 
 
 

 

31 
No Wednesday  

Program  
(HOLY WEEK) 

 
Events in italic denote non-

church groups utilizing Olivet 
for their event 

  

   *Sunday Schedule  
 8:30 a.m. Study of Scripture for the Day 

     10:00 a.m. Worship 
10:15 a.m. Nursery and Sunday School 

Worship is always followed by a  
Fellowship Coffee Hour 
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Each Sunday during the 
prayer requests, a Deacon 
offers a prayer of thanksgiv-
ing for one of Olivet's 
members who is no longer 
among us, but upon whose 
shoulders we now stand.  
We lovingly call them Oli-
vet Saints.  During this 
interim period, as we move 
forward in faith, listening 
for what God would have 

us be in this place and time, let us remember with grati-
tude the ordinary everyday people from past generations 
who built and sustained this church.  Following are the 
prayer requests during the past month.. 
 

2-7-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 
the Rev. Ralph Slotten, who died February 12, 
2007.  Rev. Slotten served as Olivet's minister from 
1957 to 1961.  He had a strong interest in literature 
and theater and was a prolific poet, authoring a 
number of books of poetry.  He was credited with 
starting Olivet's first Book Club.  After serving at 
Olivet, Rev. Slotten went on to earn a PhD in reli-
gious history and devoted the remainder of his ca-
reer to teaching and writing about world religions.  
Thanks be to God for Rev. Ralph Slotten! 
 

2-14-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 
Ralph F. Stokes, who rendered what was described 
as a ―beautiful vocal solo‖ at the dedication of this 
church building on February 16, 1908.  In 1943, 
when Ralph's father, Mark Stokes died, his will pro-
vided an endowment gift to Olivet in memory of 
his son Ralph and wife Elizabeth, who had died ten 
years earlier.  Thanks be to God for Ralph Stokes! 
 

2-21-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 
Connie Armstrong, who died February 19, 1986.  
Connie is remembered by many long-time Olive-
tians as a woman of southern grace and hospitality 
who was on hand every Sunday morning to make 
coffee for the congregation.  She served as President 
of Women's Fellowship during the 1970s and as the 
Board of Deacons' representative to the Missionary 
Committee in 1972. But Connie is perhaps best re-
membered for her 20 years of service as the Presi-
dent and unofficial ―hostess‖ of the Leisure Age 
Center, a day activities center for seniors, founded 
by Olivet and nine other Merriam Park churches in 
1966.  Thanks be to God for Connie Armstrong! 
2-28-2010 Prayer Request: Today we give thanks for  

 
 

Clarence B. Randall who was received into mem-
bership at Olivet in 1912 and devoted his life to this 
church until his death in 1963.  Like generations of 
Randalls to follow, C.B. was a trusted leader of the 
congregation, serving on the Board of Trustees as 
Treasurer from 1925-1929, as Custodian of Trust 
Funds in 1945, and as Chairman of the Committee 
on Revising Olivet's Constitution and By-Laws in 
1946.  But the Olivet story that is most often re-
counted of C.B. Randall is when he was Sunday 
School Superintendent in 1924.  One Sunday there 
were 595 children in Sunday School, and the fol-
lowing Sunday there were only 590.  He com-
mented, ―We need to get after those 5 mothers to 
get those kids to come back.‖  Thanks be to God for 
Clarence B. Randall!                         
    Holly Stoerker, Senior Deacon 

              

Olivet Saints 

 

Worship Notes:  
Bachõs Birthday 

 and Guest Music Scholar/
Preacher at Sunday, March 

21 Service 
 
In celebration of Bach’s 325th birthday, The Rev. 

Paul Westermeyer will lead worship and guest 
preach on the role of Bach’s music in Christian wor-
ship.  A musician-theologian who came to Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul, in 1990 to direct the Master’s of 
Sacred Music Program, The Rev. Westermeyer ma-
jored in music at Elmhurst College.  He completed 
his M.Div. at Lancaster Seminary, his M.S.M. at Un-
ion Theological Seminary in New York and his 
Ph.D. in church history at the University of Chi-
cago.  He served as choirmaster for congregations in 
Illinois, New Jersey, Maryland and Pennsylvania, 
and chaired the Music Department at Elmhurst Col-
lege in Illinois.  His book, Te Deum: The Church and 
Music, is an historical analysis of the church's en-
counter with music from the Old Testament to the 
present. Other books include The Church Musician, 
With Tongues of Fire, and Let Justice Sing: Hymnody 
and Justice. 
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Deacons' Prayer Ministry  
This month, letters are being sent to all Olivet mem-
bers, reminding each of you which Deacon has been 
assigned to pray for you and your family.  Praying for 
individual members and families of the church is one 
of the Deacons' greatest privileges and highest respon-
sibilities.  In addition, we have decided to try a new 
practice—having Deacons each pray for one of the 
committees of the church.   
 

The Deacons' have been discussing ways in which we 
might help support the long range planning goal 
adopted by the Council last November to ―increase our 
ability to be a praying congregation by strengthening 
our prayer ministries.‖  Among the ideas we are ex-
ploring is using prayer to support and enliven the 
work of Olivet's committees.   
 

In addition to providing committees with some simple 
ideas and sample prayers to use at their meetings, each 
Deacon has selected a church committee for which she 
or he has pledged to pray.  Praying for a committee is 
different than praying for members or families of the 
church.  We are asking Deacons to pray for the com-
mittee as a whole, as a body—for  its deliberations, its 
decisions, its work and life together.   
 

The Deacon assigned to a committee is not expected to 
be a member of that committee nor to attend meetings 
of that committee.  Rather, the Deacon is expected to 
lift the work of the committee to God in prayer, taking 
special note of the time the committee meets and the 
issues the committee is considering.  Following are the 
Deacons who have been asked to pray for each church 
committee: 
 

Committee    Deacon 
Church Council   Gordon Deane 
Building and Grounds  Holly Stoerker 
Christian Education   Dave Sweeney 
Community Works   Hervey Evans 
Finance    Patti Bahr 
Membership    Linda Boom 
Stewardship    Steve Church 
Worship    Rachel Awes 
Youth Ministry   Eden Bluhm 
Human Resources   Suzy Ahrens 
Transition Team   Kathy Lamp 
Pastoral Search    Tim Bremicker 
 
 

Upcoming  Music and Dance Events at Olivet 
Olivet continues to host a rich winter of musical ex-
periences! 

March 5:  Glorious Revolution Baroque presents: 
òA Parisian Salon Concert.ó Musical selections in-
clude a Telemann Paris Quartet and Concerto and 
Cantatas by Monteclair.  Immanuel Davis, baroque 
flute; Miriam Scholz-Carlson, baroque violin; Car-
rie Henneman Shaw, soprano; Julie Elhard, viola 
da gamba; Tami Morse, harpsichord.  8:00 p.m. at 
Olivet.  Free-will offering.  
March 6:  Minnesota Country Dance Cooperative 
Supper and Dance, Fellowship Hall, 6:00 p.m..  
Call Nancy Riley at (952) 938-2987 for information. 
March 27:  The WolfGang, òConcert 3:  A Quintet 
Sandwich,ó 7:30 p.m.  Visit http://thewolfgang. 
org/default.aspx for details. 
March 28:  Capital City Brass Quintet Concert 
with our own Buffy Larson, Olivet Sanctuary, 3:00 
p.m. 

 

Community Works Caring Corner 
The Community Works Committee continues to col-
lect: 

Coupon booklets such as Smart Source, Red Plum 
and P&G Brandsaver for "Store to Door." 
Old greeting cards for Pat Koopmans' students.  
Paper and plastic grocery bags for Keystone Food 
Shelf. 
Non-perishable foods like Tuna, Ham, Spam and 

Jam!  Can we fill the Food Shelf grocery cart in the 
Fellowship Hall? 
New socks in all sizes for Simpson House, a shel-
ter and transitional housing service in Minneapo-
lis.   
       Audrey Olson 

Community Works Committee  

Olivetian Available Online 
Now current and past issues of the Olive-
tian are available at the site.  Just click 
―Olivetian Online‖ in the menu to access 
current and past issues, in full color.  
Note that our monthly calendar of meet-
ings and events is already available on the 
website; just click ―Programs and Events‖ 
to access it. 
Share Your Thoughts:  Use the Book Forum 
page on the Olivet site to describe or com-
ment about any books you’re currently 
reading or movies you’ve seen that have 
had spiritual impact for you. 

The Olivet Community 
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(continued from page 5) budgetary cost implications, 
and negotiating leverage at the time of call.  The 
Council approved the recommendations of the HR 
Committee, as embodied in the proposed Personnel 
Policies for Clergy and the Olivet Employee/Minister Gen-
eral Policies and Guidelines, with the following amend-
ments:  a) 4 weeks of annual vacation; b) 1 week 
(including Sunday) of study leave, semi-annually; and 
c) 8 weeks of parental leave. 
 

The Council also approved the Minister's Job Descrip-
tion as recommended by the HR Committee, with the 
following amendments: a) delete reference to a Dea-
con's retreat and b) add ―help develop‖ to describe 
the minister's role regarding long range goals and 
strategic plan. 
 

HR Committee:  Nancy Dana referred the Council to 
Olivet's Employee Handbook, approved in 2007.  She 
outlined the process used for staff performance re-
views, as described in the Handbook, emphasizing 
the fact that Council members share the responsibility 
for performance reviews with a designated member 
of the HR Committee and the minister.  Nancy out-
lined which staff positions are assigned to which com-
mittee chairs, for the purposes of performance review.  
Ann Hobbie indicated that the Sunday School teacher 
position should be assigned to the CE Committee, 
rather than the Worship Committee.  Nancy clarified 
that either the minister or the committee chair could 
convene performance review meetings, as long as 
they are completed in a timely manner.  Anne Swal-
low Gillis volunteered to take lead responsibility for 
initiating the process. 
 

Pastoral Search Committee:  Roger Larson recom-
mended that a variety of small changes be made to 
the Church Profile previously endorsed by the Coun-
cil:  a) revise item #14 to reflect that Olivet's compen-
sation package is consistent with most conference 
compensation guidelines and that personnel policies 
for clergy are available for review, b) delete reference 
on page 18 to Grace Anderson being ordained, and c) 
add children and junior choirs to description of music 
program on page 23.  The Council passed a motion 
thanking the Pastoral Search Committee for its work 
and accepting the amendments to the Church Profile, 
as described by Roger. 
 

Treasurer's Report:  Barb Nilles distributed the State-
ment of Activities and Budget Comparison through 
1/31/2010.  She noted that income and expenses are 
normal for this point in the calendar year.  She ex-
plained that the 2009 budget report still needs to be 
corrected to show the $250 expense for hand bell 
maintenance, shifting that amount to the bell fund. 

 

Deacons:  Holly Stoerker explained that the Diaconate 
is starting a new practice of having each Deacon pray 
for one of the 12 committees in the church.  She dis-
tributed the list of assignments, noting that Gordon 
Deane is the Deacon who has been assigned to pray 
for the Council.   
 

Youth Ministry:  Tim Bremicker explained that a new 
organizational approach is being developed for the 
Youth Ministry Committee.  He urged all members to 
attend the Sweetheart Dinner on February 20.  The 
proceeds will help support the youth Mission Trip. 
 

Building & Grounds:  Christian Soltermann reported 
that the railing project on the Fellowship Hall balcony 
is moving forward.   A mock-up of the proposed 
bracket is on the railing.  The space between the pipes 
will be ―filled‖ with a wire mesh similar to the screen 
on the window going down to the lower level.  The 
project will be funded as part of the capital campaign.  
The original cost estimate of $10,000 has been ad-
justed to $11,600. 
 

Christian Education:  Ann Hobbie submitted a writ-
ten report that described the following:  Adult Educa-
tion classes during Lent will focus on Rowan Wil-
liam’s Tokens of Trust: An Introduction to Christian Be-
lief.   Buffy Larson and Ann Hobbie will again lead 
Junior and Children’s choirs after worship on the six 
Sundays preceding the May 16 Children’s Sunday.   
The issue of children and choir will be revisited next 
fall, possibly trying to budget for an ongoing music 
program for children in 2011.  The committee is con-
sidering modifying VBS curriculum for volunteers to 
use in Sunday school classes for ages 4 through 4th 
grade during June and July. 
 

Community Works Caroline Stone submitted a writ-
ten report that described the following:  One of Oli-
vet's used computers and a new printer were donated 
to the Arlington Teen Shelter.  Mittens and sweat-
pants were donated to children at Lincoln and Long-
fellow Elementary Schools.  Suzy Ahrens organized a 
group of church members who hosted a dinner at the 
Family Place in February.  The Keystone grocery cart 
will have a monthly theme.  The February theme is 
―Tuna, Ham, Spam, or Jam.‖  March is Food Share 
month and we will have a month-long food drive for 
the Department of Indian Works.  Last year we col-
lected 700 pounds of food! 
 

A ―Volunteer Opportunity Corner‖ has been added to 
Olivet's website.  All postings are recommendations 
from the St. Paul Foundation, which assures the or-
ganizations are safe and well run.  Olivet's weekly e-
mail now includes an ―Ongoing Needs‖ column,  
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Announcements 

identifying inexpensive ways to help out, such as bring-
ing in used Christmas cards, Sunday coupon inserts, or 
paper bags for the food shelf.  
 

Membership:  Nancy Berry reported that last Satur-
day's Progressive Dinner was a huge success.  There 
were 80 participants, compared to 61 last year.  Three 
new members might be joining the church in March. 
 

Worship:  Paul Clasen reported that, in February, we 
returned to the practice of dipping the bread in a com-
munion chalice, rather than using individual glasses of 
grape juice. 
 

Interim Minister's Report:  Anne Swallow Gillis re-
ferred the Council to her written report, which de-
scribes in detail her work over the course of the past 
month with regard to the Transition Team, worship 
leadership, pastoral care, Wednesday night teaching,  
staff supervision, connections with the wider church, 
and her performance evaluation.  She invited all inter-
ested Council members to join her on February 28 at 
4:00 pm. for a Renewal of Ordination Vows at the UCC 
church in Rochester.   
 

New Business:  Jeff Benjamin explained that there are 
three interrelated issues that the Council needs to ad-
dress in response to the motion adopted by the congre-
gation at the January 31 Annual Meeting:  staff cost-of-
living increases, staff merit raises, and the use of budget 
surpluses.  The Council agreed to address the issues 
outlined by Jeff at the Council's next meeting on March 
9 and prepare a report to the congregation explaining 
its decisions and why they were made. 
 

With no further business, Tim Bremicker closed the 
meeting with a prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Holly Stoerker 

for Barbara McClellan 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Interim Ministerõs Schedule  
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis is usually in the office 
Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., or by 
appointment.  You can leave church business messages 
for her at the church phone, 651-646-1478, or e-mail her 
at anne.swallowgillis @comcast.net.  When the church 
office is closed (after 2:00 p.m. weekdays and on week-
ends), you can reach her for pastoral emergencies at her 

home, 651-292-3050.  Anne will take study leave from 
March 20-26; during her absence, please contact Senior 
Deacon Holly Stoerker for pastoral emergencies, (651) 
698-5351. 
 

March Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild, Deacon,  and 
Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts 
Readers:  David Sims (3/7), Linda Mazanec (3/14), 
Peggy Squire (3/21), and Bruce Nelson (3/28).  March 
Altar Guild: Adam Rynkiewich.  March Deacon:  Tim 
Bremicker. March Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts:  
Susan Price and Pat Hart. 
 

Got Game?  Open Basketball on Tuesday Nights 
Need a fun, quick workout or time to blow off steam 
with a game of pick-up basketball?  Come over to Oli-
vet on Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m. and you can do just 
that.  Contact Ben Awes with any questions (651-646-
5732) or just show up with your sneakers and best 
game! 
 
òGive a Day, Get a Disney Dayó 
The Family Place is now a part of the national Disney 
"Give a Day, Get a Disney Day" volunteer program.   
Individuals who register with Disney and then volun-
teer with one of the participating organizations, such as 
The Family Place, will receive a voucher for a free day 
at one of the parks after their date of service. Those of 
you who volunteer on a regular basis with the Family 
Place may be eligible for this program.  In addition to 
the Disney program, the Family Place is now a part of 
both the Twin City Volunteer Match program and also 
The Hands-On Twin Cities program. 
 
Olivet Menõs Group Meets March 4 
Olivet Men’s group welcomes Olivet men of all ages for 
dinner and conversation.  The next gathering will be at 
the home of Chris Gillis, 1116 Lincoln (at Lexington), 
Thursday, March 4, 6:15 p.m.  Contact Richard Keller at 
(651) 228-9821 to RSVP or for more information. 
 

Yoga Classes at Olivet 
Two ongoing yoga classes meet weekly at Olivet Mon-
day and Thursday nights in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
Monday night class at 7:30 is vinyasa yoga – flowing, 
athletic, active – focusing on breathing, stretching, flexi-
bility, strengthening, and balance.  The Thursday night 
class at 7:00, taught by Kailen Nelson, is more restora-
tive yoga and somewhat less strenuous.  The cost per 
class varies from $7 to $12.50, depending on the num-
ber of participants. Wear comfortable clothes and bring 
a yoga mat.  (We recommend not eating for at least an hour 
and a half before class.) 
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Musical Notes:  Bachõs Birthday 
It is not often that we celebrate the 325th anniversary of someone’s birth. Johann Sebastian 
Bach was born on March 21, 1685, and his impact is still felt in the music created today.  
 

Every musical form—solo, vocal and orchestral works, chamber music, even jazz—all 
owe something of their vitality to Bach. Whether it’s in church, on your ring tone, the back-
ground of a commercial or the first music you play in the morning, Bach is alive and well 
and some of our region’s organizations are partnering to celebrate his big birthday! 
 

Please join the Bach Society, The Schubert Club and Minnesota Public Radio to celebrate 
the gifts of Johann Sebastian Bach in concerts, a live broadcast, and a party. The events all take place be-
tween March 16 and March 22, 2010 and you won’t want to miss a single one! (For instance, the birthday 
party is Thursday, March 18, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Dakota Club, with double harpsichord music 
from the Bach Society of Minnesota (our own Paul Boehnke will play!), local cello and percussion ensem-
ble Jelloslave, and classical music pioneer and cellist Matt Haimovitz.) A brochure outlining the entire week 
is available in the back of the sanctuary and Fellowship Hall, and more information will appear in  Olivet 
March e-mails and bulletins. 
 

At Olivet we'll be marking March 21 with plenty of music by Bach including his well-known and well-
loved "Sheep May Safely Graze," featuring Paul Schaleger and Beverly Dretzke on recorders. Paul Wester-
meyer will be our guest preacher that day and will bring us his reflections on the lessons of the day as well 
as his thoughts on Bach and his music. A day not to miss! 
                                   
 

 

Treasurerõs Report 
(as of January 31, 2010) 

 
             Year End    YTD      YTD 

INCOME                                  Budget                   2010                   2009 
Pledges 225,741 51,310 49,260 
Endowment Draw 31,958 0 0 
Other 46,346 3,062 5,409 
TOTAL 304,045 54,372 54,669 
 
EXPENSES 
Pastoral & Staff 202,229 209,800 14,203 
Program & Benevolence 42,146 31,712 888 
Building & Office 50430 49,184 4,392 
TOTAL 294,805 290,696 19,483 
 
Net income over expenses 9,240 16,810 35,186 

                                                                                                                                
            - Barbara Nilles, Treasurer 
Stock Gifts 
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office by letter or e-mail and let us know the follow-
ing information: 
1. What stock is being transferred, from whom, and the number of shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage 

firm it doesn’t always say who it’s from. Unless the office has been informed, it’s hard to know whom to credit. 
2.    When it is being transferred.   
3. Call the church office if you need information to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. We will provide a 

letter template for your donation. 



15  

 

The Prayer List 

      Please keep the following Olivet members and friends in your prayers this month.: 

 Norma BAYARD, mother of Jeannine, at Lyngblomsten Home. 
Grace BURKLUND, undergoing treatment for recurrence of cancer. 
Betsy DOERMANN, facing the challenge of lung cancer.   
Virginia DURAND, at home. 

       Joyce GUSTAFSON, at Lyngblomsten Care Center. 
 Tabi JAVID, recuperating at home from hip replacement surgery. 
        Martha KAEMMER, recuperating at home from surgery. 
       Dorothy KAYSEN, at Walker Methodist Health Care Center, Minneapolis 
       Ron KRAMER, facing the challenges of cancer. 
       The PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Rachel Awes, Steve Church,  
  Rachel Clasen, Roger Larson, Linda Mazanec, Tom McClellan,  
  Tim Polk, Holly Stoerker, and ex officio member Jeff Benjamin. 
       The Rev. Marion POCKER, undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma. 
 The family of Robert WELLS, father of Madelyn Thompson.  Robert died  
  February 8.   
            Jacob WETTERLING, and all missing children. 
 

MARCH CELEBRATIONS 
                                                                     

                                                                  ANNIVERSARIES 

       
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Tom Evans 3/1 
Jeff Benjamin 3/5 
Steve Church 3/5 
Anna Rynkiewich 3/6 
Madelyn Thompson 3/7 
Ellie Berg  3/9 
Matthew Sweeney 3/11 
Daniel Schultz 3/13 
Terry Nelson 3/16 
Ben Awes  3/16 

Pat Koopmans 3/21 
Martha Morgan 3/24 
Paul Street  3/26 
Jereb Cheatham 3/27 
Earl Eldridge 3/27 
Augustus Nelson 3/27 
Bonnie Eldridge 3/28 
Dawn  Singleton 3/28 
Kevin Caldwell 3/21 

John and Anna Maria Gaylord 3/26 

 
As we continue our search for a new settled minister, we offer this  

Prayer for Olivet's Pastoral Search 
Almighty and Gracious God, we ask your blessing on Olivet's Pastoral Search Committee and our 
congregation.  Grant us… 
  Courage and Strength for the journey ahead; 
  Patience in times of frustration and uncertainty; and 
  Trust, both in one another and in your infinite wisdom. 
Guide the committee with your loving hand and open their hearts and minds to discern your will.  
Keep us all faithful to the process and near to You in the days ahead.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
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