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January Vespers

Each Sunday evening in
January, the Deacons will
be leading vespers from
5:00 to 5:40 p.m.
in the church parlor.

It will be a time for quiet
contemplation and prayer,
with short readings and
songs interspersed. In the
warmth and stillness of the
parlor, "Winter Wonder"
images of glistening snow-
flakes, barren earth, and
icy darkness will invite us
to listen for God's voice
and ponder where he is
leading us. We will begin
winter vespers on Epiphany
Sunday, January 3,with our
eyes and hearts focused on

the starry winter sky.

January Sunday Worship Schedule

The heart of our | ife to

10:00 a.m. We gather for worship in the Sanctuary
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching through the month
10:15 a.m. Children leave worship for church school

January 30 Epiphany Sunday with Holy Communion. The wise

men from the East have been foll
who has been born King of the Je
at Jesusd birthplace and consi de
mystery hidden for ages in God, 6
This day begins the |iturgical s
oOmani festingo6 of the I ight of Ch
consideration of Godds renewed Vv
passages include Isaiah 60:36; Psalm 72:17, 1214; Ephesians 3:1

-12 and Matthew 2:1-12. We will also baptize Charley Anne,

daughter of Jereb and Anne Cheatham.

January 100 First Sunday after Epiphany andThe Baptism of

Jesus. Those who observed Jesusd6 bap
of the Holy Spirit descending like a dove and heard a voice
naming Jesus as Godds 0Sbimki22)my B
Centuries before this, the Hebrew prophet Isaiah spoke of God
calling humans 0by7). Wharngrévealetdis ai ah
our name, both as individuals and as a congregation? For what

kind of future does God both name and claim us? Scripture

passages also include Psalm 29 and Acts 8:247. At the

conclusion of the service, we move to the Parlor to dedicate the

newly installed tile art piece created in honor and memory of

numerous loved ones.

January 170 Second Sunday after Epiphany. We r ead of
first public miracle at a wedding in Cana, and reflect on the

future this kind of sign might portend for him and eventually for

the church (John 2:311). The apostle Paul invites us to envision
the types of gifts that God is developing in us (I Corinthians 12:1 -
11). Scripture passages also include Isaiah 62:b, Psalm 62:15

and | Corinthians 12:1-11.

(January schedule, continued page 3)



From Your Interim
¥ Minister
The Reverend
Anne Swallow Gillis

i n Jer

ORi se
the Glory of the Lord shines upon you. See, darkness
covers the earth, and thick clouds cover the peoples; but
upon you the Lord shines, and over you appears his
glory. Nations shall walk by your light, and kings by

up splendor ,

your shini (frgmlsamii@l)ance. 6
It has been said that the Light of Christ beams so
radiantly at his birth, and heralds such a tremen-
dous mystery, that a final Feast day is needed to
close the Christmas season. Celebrations of the
Feast of Epiphany happen all over the world, and
several Olivet families have shared that this is a
special festival day in their own homes. It marks

the beginning of the season ofEpiphania the Greek
word meaning oOrevealingbéd
when we ponder how this tiny child born in a hum-
ble manger is indeed our God incarnate. How

might we be part of helping shine the Light of

Christ, the Prince of Peace, this wonderful Coun-
selor, throughout the world? The whole congrega-
tion will be invited into this envisioning task of
o0sharing the light, 6 as w
and my sermons during the Season of Epiphany.

To celebrate the beginning of this season, | invite
you to join us for an Epiphany Party. | bring to you
a tradition that | enjoyed on the beaches of Califor-
nia with my congregations there, and one that can
translate to a chilly Minnesota night if we dress
warmly enough! Our Transition Team will be
hosting an Epiphany Party on Wednesday evening,
January 6. We will gather for regular Wednesday
night supper together starting at 6 p.m., and spend
our program time celebrating the Feast of Epiphany
with singing, arrival of the Wise Men, games for all
ages and the sharing of a
will gather up our hopes and prayers for the New
Year and head outside into the snowy courtyard.
There we will find a blazing fire in a firepit, and we
will toss our written hopes and prayers, as well as a
small branch from our home Christmas tree or dé-
cor, into the flames! With one final carol around
the fire, the Twelve Days of Christmas will draw to
a close. Hope you can join us!- Anne
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Thank You, Everyone!

Many thanks to all who provided extra help

through this busy winter season:

e Our Ecumenical Thanksgiving Service on
Thanksgiving Eve was widely attended
by members from Olivet, Pilgrim Lu-
theran, Immanuel Lutheran and Church C
of the Good Shepherd, with an offering
received for $763.00 which went to sup-
port work with people who are homeless
through "Project Homebod
Area Council of Churches.

e To coordinator Rob Arnold and the crew
of Olivet men who shopped, prepped,
cooked, carved, served and cleaned up
from the Advent Turkey Dinner.  Not
only did the men serve a delicious meal
to almost 150 people, they were able to
donate over $250 to the Harvey Fund
with proceeds from the dinner. Thanks
also go to Nancy Dana and her family,
for again providing greens for the deco-
rating of our social hall and the sanctu-
ary, as well as coordinating table-set up
for the dinner. Many others were here
setting tables, hanging greens and plac-
ing the huge trees in the chancel area of S
the sanctuary. What a joy to worship
and share fellowship together in our
building this season!

e To the new Junior Choir, under the gen-
erous leadership of Buffy Larson, we say
thank you for your music on each Sun-
day of Advent. We also appreciate your
contributions to the telling of the Christ-
mas Story in worship on December 20th,
along with the Children's choir under the
direction of Ann Hobbie. The costumes
were ably refreshed, and a number of
new ones sewn, by Jennifer Miller.

« We also want to acknowledge the nativ-
ity scene that graced our Fellowship Hall
during Advent. The pieces were donated
by Pat Hart several years ago and they
are made by Peruvian artists. Thank
you, Pat!

om



From the Transition Team

The Transition Teamds wor
process to the Pastoral Search Committee. Since fall
of 2008, soon after our Interim Minister arrived, the
Transition Team has served as an important
sounding board for Anne in her ministry among us.
The Team has also continued to bring the five tasks
of an intentional interim period before the Council
and the congregation. Having done some good
work reflecting on its history, Olivet is now invited

into a more concentrated process of becoming clear
about its identity as a congregation.

The identity question, with an articulated vision of
owhat God is calling us t
is sometimes dismissed as simply a marketing ploy.
Others might be concerned that coming to agreement
on a vision is potentially divisive, and others hold

that it is premature to do this before the new, settled
minister arrives. However, the clearer a

congregation can be about its sense of identity and
call, the closer the o0omat
congregation and the new minister.

phrase or an image that comes to you during the
service, that speaks to where God is calling Olivet.
Khese WilNble poBtédenshe Sobial Hall diirthg Goffek € |
Hour, and compiled through the month by the
Transition Team. They will share their findings at

the Annual Meeting and see where we are in the
process at that point!

(from the Transition Team: Ray Ahrens, Jonathan
Morgan, Joy Stoerker, Sarah Rynkiewich, Susan Price,
Tom McClellan and Anne Swallow Gillis)

(January schedule, continued from page 1)

January 249 Third Sunday after Epiphany. The
apostieePaul envisioriedithesearly Chriséian a n d
community to be part of
Corinthians 12:12-31). How does this image speak to
living our life together as a congregation? Scripture
passages also include Nehemiah 8:13, 56, 810;
Psalm 19 and Luke 4:1421.

apugry 3 gRourty qundgyeaftey fpiphany, Farly

in his ministry, Jesus presented a vision of the

pl ac
t he

prophetsdé rejection by -thei.:
Research into vital churches has shown that simply 30) . What is it about Jesu:
listing church activities alone is not enough to inform  that is so difficult to hear at times? Scripture
the unchurched public about the meaning and passages also include Jeremiah 1:40; Psalm 71:16;
passion members experience in their church. and | Corinthians 13:1-13. The Annual Meeting of
Churches that are able to articulate something about  the Congregation will be held immediately following
their experience of the Holy, about how their sense of  worship.
connection with God inspires their acts of kindness,
are ones that reach beyond their doors. A vision Inside This Issue
statement can answer the question:What is it about From the Interim Minister 2
my/our experience of God, of Jesus, that the wider Council Minutes 4
communityneeds? Treasurerd0s HReplort
Christian Education 6
Understanding our beliefs and core values as a PSC Update 7
congregation helps us define who we are in the January Calendar 8
present; much of this has been collected now in the Olivet Saints 10
church survey. But a clear vision helps a church The Olivet Community 11
move into the future. As the congregational Bennie Reich 12
consul tant, Thomas Bandy write| Announcements 13 not
constructed by the people, but is revealed to the January Celebrations 15
people by Godé.it is never fu The Prayer List 15 wor ds,
but stirs enthusiasum and provides emotional power
that helps us take risks.?©6 H The Olivetian is published monthly | I t i s
comes as a ometaphor, symbol ,|pyoOlvetCongregational Church
picture, or experiences that elicits joy and (United Church of Christ), 1850 Igle-
excitement Mading Off (h&Map)d y , hart Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104.
During the worship through the month of January, coniEE e church i) A
. . . or contact@olivetucc.n&h comment,
you find an empty post -note inserted into your contribute, or note changes of addrdss
Sunday bulletin. You will be invited to share a ’ '
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Olivet Church Council Minutes

Olivet Council Meeting o December 8, 2009

Present. Tom Fabel, Margaret Tabar, Ann Hobbie,
Steve Nelson, Tim Bremicker, Nancy Berry, Paul
Clasen, Bob Mazanec, Ben Awes, Holly Stoerker, Barb
Nilles, Anne Swallow Gillis, Barbara McClellan

We opened the meeting with the sharing of our joys
and concerns and Anne Swallow Gillis lit a candle
symbolizing a visible sign of Christ in our midst.

The Minutes of the November Council meeting were
approved as presented.

As we sat in the parlor, we admired the beautiful,
new tile mosaic above the fireplace. Anne Swallow
Gillis thanked Holly Stoerker and her committee for
all their work on this project; it is the last of the art-
work to be finished to fulfill the Centennial projects in
the parlor.

Tom Fabel spoke of the task of the nominating com-
mittee to present a slate to the congregation to fill the
committee chairs on the Council that will be vacant
after the January Council meeting. A request to the
congregation has been made asking for nominations
for these positions. If anyone has someone in mindd
even themselvesd please contact Tom Fabel, Steve
Nelson, Ben Awes or Margaret Tabar.

The Council also discussed the need to have an up-
dated manual that can be presented to new chairmen
to help them step into leadership positions on the
Council.

Anne Swallow Gillis brought up the need for the
church to have a policy in place to receive and deal
with gifts offered to the church. Monetary gifts usu-
ally go into the Memorial Fund; but often gifts of art-
work, books or other tangible objects are offered and
we have no specific way to address the reception of
these things. One such gift came in recently: an altar
cross. It was offered to Olivet by two members of the
congregation. After discussion, a motion was passed
to accept the cross, with gratitude, and ask the Wor-
ship Committee to have a discussion about where it
would be displayed.

Treasurer s Repor t: BarhMilled i
presented the financial statement for November and
said we are in great shape at this time. Part of the rea-
son for this is that an expenditure that was planned
for this yeards budget
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spring; and our utilities bills were much lower in No-
vember than expected. This is the time of the year
when the next yeards
pared down in relation to the pledges made and other
income expected for that year.

Annual reports from each committee need to be into
the office no later than January 11, so Kathy Oakley
can get the Annual Report ready for distribution on
January 24, a week before the Annual Meeting on
January 31.

Stewardship : As of today, we have received 79
pledges totaling approximately $232,000.

Youth: Tim Bremicker asked the Council to set aside
time at the February, 2010, Council meeting for a dis-
cussion on guidance and oversight of the Youth
Group.

Building and Grounds : Ben Awes reported that

some shingles on the roof have been repaired leaving
the roof in good shape. The Price bronze sculptures

in the courtyard will be professionally cleaned and
restored in the spring. Gordon Deane has offered to
learn how to clean and keep the bronzes in good
shape so we wondét need to
again.

Ben also mentioned the need for a definite building

use policy that can be applied to all requestsd from

both members and outsiders d to use our spaces for
meetings and gatherings. The council has discussed
this issue many times and it needs to be finalized.
Another request from Ben was that members and staff
speak to him before putting up signs and posters
around the interior of the church. Sometimes the ma-
terials used to adhere these signs can cause damage to
the woodwork.

Christian Education : Ann Hobbie was asked about
the growing number of children we see in church on
Sunday before they go to classes. She said she would
give us some exact numbers in each age group at the
January Council meeting.

Community Works: Margaret Tabar told us about
the projects that the committee is involved in, starting
wr?tﬁ"andﬁ'nneer tt%tev\%sosér\ged at Simpson House, a
womenods shelter in
buying food for families in need at Thanksgiving and

h atakingiitdoeThe Splvaion AyroyrineSePaul tort i |

Ppropose
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distribution; assigning Gifts of Hope requests for
Christmas qifts for families through Keystone Services;
and the possibility of work on a Habitat project this
winter.

Membership : Nancy Berry mentioned the Progressive
Dinner to be held on February 6.

Worship : Paul Clasen told us that the committee rec-

bring a recommendation to the Council for discussion.

Pastoral Search Committee: Holly Stoerker told the
Council that the committee expects to have a draft of
the church profile ready to distribute at the Annual
Meeting.

Anne Swallow Gillis told us that the Transition Team
will use the season of Epiphanyii from January 6 until

ommended changing the recipient of the collection at  Lentbeginsias a ti me to expl ore
the Christmas services this year. After agreatdealof mi ni stry, with the question
discussion, a motion was passed to dedicate the Olivet?06 as a talking point
Christmas offering to the Harvey Fund, rather than the p.m. on the Sundays in January, the Deacons will lead
General Fund that was designated at the last Council ~ Vesper services. Anne also asked us to spend time de-
meeting. Part of the discussion included the question  ciding where she can best focus her ministry among us
of what kinds of decisions could be made by the indi- in the months that she will be with us before we have
vidual committees and what ones needed to be de- a settled minister. Each Council member has been
cided by the Council. asked to let her know what they feel they need from
her.
Another subject brought up from the Worship Com-
mittee was about the wording printed in the Sunday We closed the meeting with a prayer.
Bulletin of the Communion Service itself. And this . . .
opened more discussion about the Communion ser- Our next Council meeting will be January 12, at 7:00
vice at Olivet. A motion was passed asking the wor- ~ P-M-
ship Committee to broaden the Communion discus- Respectfully submitted
sion in general, how to practice it or change it, and Barbara McClellanClerk
Treasurerods Report
(as of November 30, 2009)
Year End YTD YTD
INCOME Budget 2009 2008
Pledges 232,206 223,880 223,915
Endowment Draw 26,970 0 0
Other 53,331 48,088 24,617
TOTAL 312,507 271,968 248,532
EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff 213,985 195,082 177,163
Program & Benevolence 34,905 24,432 19,094
Building & Office 55,780 45,066 48,843
TOTAL 304,670 264,580 245,100
Net income over expenses 7,837 7,388 3,432
Stock Gifts
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office by letter or email and let us know the follow-
ing information:
1. What stock is being transferred, from whom , and the number of shares . When we receive stock at the brokerage
firm it doesndot always say who ités from. Unless the of/
2. When it is being transferred.
3. Call the church office if you need information to trans/

stock recently the information has changed.

- Barbara Nilles, Treasurer



Christian Education Happenings
Faith Formation for All Ages

Grace Notes

Grace Anderson
Director of Christian Education

I n January, we cel ebrate
gregation, we celebrate baptism and remember Je-
Ssusd® baptism every ti me
baptized. In our litany for baptism, we hear Rev.
Anne Swallow Gillis proc
too young to profess the Christian faith are baptized
in the understanding that they will be brought up as
Christians within the family of the Church. As they
grow, they need the help and encouragement of the
congregation to be faithful in public worship and
private prayer, to live by trust in God, and to come
to Confirmation. Will vy

So, how are we doing? | think Olivet does a great
job in supporting our children and youth in many
ways such as volunteering to teach Sunday School,
leading a Wednesday night program or taking time
to chaperone a weeklong Mission Trip. In the com-
ing year, we will be exploring other opportunities
for Olivet adults to live out their baptismal promise
to our children and youth.

Please feel free to contact me anytime with any ideas
you may have to help out our children on Sundays
and Wednesdays , and our youth in Youth Group.
We love new ideas! Or you can contact anyone on
the Christian Education Committee. The committee
includes:

Ann Hobbie (chair)

Ann Berg

Susan Bluhm

Trina Gustafson

Lisa Isenberg

Jana Johnson

Kate McGowan

Sarah Rynkiewich

In peace,

Grace

%uerlgayt/lgck?oolbapt s m. As a

Sunday School classes resume Janu rsyf'LO and are
AIMEBLE f 1818 a8, Urbact s forinuaty™
. Godly Pla¥1; hJim Schowalter
' Padesk-T: I\)Ief(ea Lafsdh and %aorah Bidmiiton
Grades 23: Julia Hynnek
Grades 45: Gabriela Testa
Grades 67: Ann Benjamin
Our youth (grades 8-12) are invited to stay in
worship. If you are in eighth grade or older and
have received the Red Cross Babysitter training, you
LrjnayIC\)/c()?Iu(relt((e(;elgir%e the’clureh nur%e%y.\ P’Pegsg contact
Grace Anderson for more information or if you
would like to volunteer.

o eqe

Nursery Care

Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from
8:30-11:30 a.m. for children birth through 3 years of
age. On Wednesdays from 6:15 p.mga 7:45 p.m.,
care is provided for ages birth to 4 years old.

Sunday Adult Christian Education
Tim Polk leads Sunday morning lectionary Bible

study, beginning at 8:30 a.
opened a Bible in years or are a daily reader of the

Bible, come and join this lively discussion group

based on the biblical texts

worship. Childcare is provided.

con-



Wednesday Evenings at Olivet
The OWednesday Evenings 3§
gin at 5:50 p.m. with an All -Church Dinner. Chris-
tian Education programs for adults, children and
youth run from 6:30 p.m. & 7:30 p.m. Full schedule
for the evenings:

5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir

5:50 p.m. All -Church Dinner, Fellowship Hall
6:15 p.m. Chil drends Bell Ch
6:30 p.m. Christian Education for all ages

7:35 p.m. Adult Choir rehearsal, Choir Room

January Adult Christian Education
January 6, Explorations in Contemplative Prayer
13, 20 and 27 (see box below for details)

Childrends Chri st
Games, Crafts, Homework Help

January
January 6,
13, 20, 27

Adult Faith Formation Through Epiphany
Wednesday evenings, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
OExplorations in Contle

Many of you have shared that our contemplative
prayer sessions during Lent last year were par-
ticularly helpful. Beginning January 13 and con-
tinuing through February 10, Anne Swallow
Gillis will lead us in various types of meditative
and reflective prayer experiences. There will be
time for private prayer and group sharing, as we
discover how visual art, music, scripture and
silence can deeper our sense of communion with
the Holy.

Weekly topics will include:

e Centering Prayer

e The Jesus Prayer

e Praying with Painted Icons

e Praying with the Cross

o East Meets West in Meditation

e Chanting and Prayer

Watch the Sunday bulletin and weekly e -mails
for specifics. Join us as we seek to deepen our
ability to |isten to
lives.

Gold

Pastoral Search Committee Update

The Pastoral Search Committee has been making
steady progress on Ol ive
minister. Thanks to all who took the time to thought-
fully i and patiently fi fill out the congregational sur-
veys; as noted last month, over 120 people completed
the full survey. A statistical summary of responses
was made available to the congregation in November
following the third, and final, set of focus group dis-
cussions. These parleys were lively and informative.
The opportunity they provided to reach beyond the
limitations of solo performance the survey form de-
manded to share thoughts and feelings in a dynamic
ensemble environment was both invigorating and
illuminating; fittingly, the final session was held im-
mediately following the worship service featuring the
semi-annual Choir -for-a-Day.

With the conclusion of the survey process, the Search
Committee has gathered weekly to begin analyzing
and interpreting the voluminous narrative and statis-
tical data harvested in the fall (well over 100 pages),
faithfully and methodically kneading it into a first

draft of the church profile. Upon completion of a
final draft in mid -January, copies will be made avail-
able for members to review prior to the Annual Busi-
ness Meeting on January 31. The profilewill then be
submitted in February to Elena Larssen, our confer-
ence minister at the Minnesota Conference of the
United Church of Christ, after which time the posi-
tion will be publicized online for clergy candidates
within the UCC, and ads will be placed soliciting can-
didates outside of the UCC. (Note: Hiring the latter
would not in any way signify or enact a change in
Olivetds status as a UCC
The eight members of the Search Committee ask for
your continued support, input and prayers as we
move through this enormously intense, time -
consuming, but withal, uplifting process. We remain
ever humbled by and ever grateful for the faith you
have shown in us, knowing all the while that, at bot-

t om, it i s your faith 1in
ness to work through the likes of us that truly mat-
ters.

Yours in Christ,
Roger LarsonCo-Chair
Pastoral Search Committee

Goo



2 January 2010

SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

The Reverend
Anne Swallow Gillis preaching
throughout the month.

3 4 )
Sunday Schedule*
Worship 10:00 a.m. Pastoral Search Committee,
Communion Sunday 7:00 p.m., Parlor
No Sunday School;
nursery care only Yoga, 7:30 p.m
Fellowship Hall
10 11 12
Sunday Schedule* Annual Reports deadline
Worship 10:00 a.m. (Council members) hurch i
Sunday School resumes . Church Council,
Christian Education meeting, Pastoral Search Committee, 7:00 p.m., Parlor
8:30 a.m., Library 7:00 p.m., Library
Parlor Tile Dedication after worship
Membership Brunch, Bach Society,
Fellowship Hall 7:00 p.m., Parlor
Yoga, 7:30 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall
17 18 19
Sunday Schedule* Martin Luther King
Worship 10:00 a.m. Holiday
Womendés Fell owslhip meeting,
11:15 a.m., Parlor Office closed
Twin Cities Recorder Guild
2:00-5:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall Possible PSC meeting
24 25 26
Sunday Schedule*
Worship 10:00 a.m.
31

Sunday Schedule*
Worship 10:00 a.m.
Annual Meeting, 11:30 a.m.
Capitol City Brass Concert, 3:00
p.m.




WEDNESDAY | THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2
New Year 0$ R,@CypenMeeting,
Church Office 9:30 a.m., Library
closed
6 7 8 9

Wednesday Night at Olivet
5:00 p.m. Confirmation

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall

Confirmation Mentors
meeting at Rynkiewich

Building and Grounds
meeting, 8:00 a.m.

_ Class _|olivet Menbés| Growmpgmeat Ar}
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir noldsd, 6:(30 pggfam Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m.
5:50 Fellowship Dinner Bach EOCiIGIIy 7'891p m . AL
6:15 Childrends T ol'r .
6:30 Epiphany Party! §anctuary AA Open Me_gtlng,
7:35 Adult Choir 9:30 a.m., Library
13 14 15 16

Wednesday Night at Olivet
5:00 p.m. Confirmation
Class
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir
5:50 Fellowship Dinner
6: 15 Chil dr en

6:30 Christian Education
7:35 Adult Choir

Bach Society,
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Transition Team,
6s 7:B0eq'nl1" Perhoro ir
Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall

February Olivetian
Deadline, 2:00 p.m.

AA Open Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Library

20

Wednesday Night at Olivet
5:00 p.m. Confirmation
Class
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir
5:50 Fellowship Dinner
6: 15 Chil dr en

6:30 Christian Education
7:35 Adult Choir

21
Bach Society,
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,

0s FgIIeO\{Vﬁhip E'%”o ir

22

23

AA Open Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Library

27

Wednesday Night at Olivet
5:00 p.m. Confirmation
Class
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir
5:50 Fellowship Dinner
6: 15 Chil dr en

6:30 Christian Education
7:35 Adult Choir

28

29

0 < *Sunday Schedule
8:30 a.m. Study of Scripture for the Day
10:00 a.m. Worship

30

AThe Wol
Concert, 7:30 p.m.,
Sanctuary

f

gan

10:00 a.m. Nursery and Sunday School
Worship is always followed by a Fellowship
Coffee Hour



Olivet Saints

Each Sunday during the prayer re-
quests, a Deacon offers a prayer of
thanksgiving for one of Olivet's mem-
bers who is no longer among us, but
upon whose shoulders we now stand.
We lovingly call them Olivet Saints.
During this interim period, as we movi
forward in faith, listening for what Goc
would have us be in this place and tinic,

let us remember with gratitude the ordinary every-

how to make. Thanks be to God for
Marie Gustafson!

12-20-2009 Prayer Requesinday we
give thanks for Dr. Charles Cecil
Smith, Olivet's minister who died of

a heart attack on Christmas Eve, 1940,
in his 12t year of ministry to this con-
gregation. It is reported that during
the Great Depression in 1932 and
1933, Dr. Smith volunteered to take a reduction

day people from past generations who built and sus- of $50 per month in his salary, as the church

tained this church. Following are the prayer re-
guests during the past month..

11-29-2009 Prayer Requestoday we give
thanks for Paul Bretz, who died on July 29,
1972. Following his death, Paul's wife Mildred
gave Olivet our Advent wreath, in Paul's mem-
ory. It was dedicated and first lit 36 years ago,
on the first Sunday of Advent, 1973. Paul's en-
thusiastic greeting of visitors to Olivet was the
first step toward membership in the congrega-
tion for many. The Reverend Ralph Slotten,
Olivet's minister from 1957 to 1961, remarked
that oPaul Bretz could
he and Mildred were always there, always de-
pendabl e, al ways
Thanks be to God for Paul Bretz!

12-6-2009 Prayer Requestoday we give thanks
for Lucille Wells , who joined Olivet in 1916.
When Lucille died on February 26, 1980, a me-
morial gift in her name enabled Olivet to pur-
chase a starting set of 19 hand bells from the
400-year-old Whitechapel Bell Foundry in Lon-
don. Thanks be to God for Lucille Wells!

12-13-2009 Prayer Requestoday we give
thanks for Marie Gustafson , who died Decem-
ber 10, 1997. Marie was among the many Oli-
vet women of her generation who stitched the
dossal screen, worked in the kitchen, and
taught Sunday School. But perhaps she is most
fondly remembered for the lively interest she
took in visitors to Olivet, her independent

spirit, and her traditional Ukrainian Easter

Eggs, which she taught many other Olivetians

10

struggled with a backlog of unpaid bills. He is
also credited with originating the Children's
Sermon at Olivet.

At the 1941 Annual Meeting, the congregation
adopted a resolution expressing their sorrow in
Dr. Smith's death and their gratitude for his
service to Olivet. In that resolution Dr. Smith
was described as o0a
of high intellectual attainment and humor, of
broad human sympathies and tolerance, of
deep religious knowledge, conviction and ex-
perience, of worthy ambition for even wider

taBd nbblefreliglo®CsBrvicd With hiYpen, asa @ N d
man who ever gave freely and generously of

mo d e ¢

richly higHniBard efeidydin tifelcdude ®f-Christ and

inspired the heart and soul of all who came to

know him well, both inside and outside his
church. 6 Thanks be to Gc
Cecil Smith!

12-27-2009 Prayer Requeskoday we give
thanks for Dr. William A. Grey , who joined
Olivet in 1914. During the 1920's, Dr. Grey pro-
moted the Adult Bible Class every Sunday
morning after worship, where such distin-
guished speakers as Senator Kellogg, Mayor
Arthur E. Nelson, Governor Theodore
Christianson, and Congressman Andrew Vol-
stead packed Olivet's sanctuary to its full ca-
pacity. Dr. Grey also led the movement to re-
tire Olivet's mortgage of $6,700, which was
burned on December 29, 1927. Thanks be to
God for Dr. William A. Grey!

- Holly Stoerker

Senior Deacon



The Olivet Community

New Memorial Services Policies and Guidelines

When the need arises for a funeral or memorial service
at Olivet, many members pull together to comfort the
family, make arrangements, serve the coffee and greet
the guests. Because of the goodwill of so many mem-
bers, this process usually has few glitches.

However, thereds al ways
0Osystem, 6 and written
spring, an ad hocwommittee composed of Olivet mem-
bers who are often requested to arrange services met
several times and drafted a set of policies to guide us
and the minister in offering memorial services and re-
ceptions. The policies were presented to the Church

Council at its November 10, 2009 meeting, discussed
and approved.

The guidelines outline a process to widen the group of
members who will be called upon to assist with memo-
rial services Olivetians including Linda and Bob Ma-
zanec, Jean and Tom Fabel, Cynthia Jones and Paul
Clasen, Martha and Jon Morgan, Donna Foss, and Joy
Stoerker and John Martin agreed to serve as leaders of
six groups that will rotate the coordination of funeral

or memorial services when the need arises. By rotating
groups, we hope to spread the duties among members
in the same way that kitchen reception duties are cur-
rently shared.

Through an informal process, church members have
been assigned to a group leader. Sometime this month
you will be receiving a phone call from the leader to
whom you have been assigned, giving you more de-
tails and requesting your participation. We hope this
process ensures that Olivet can continue to provide
comfort at a time of great need, without having to call
on the same volunteers time after time. We hope
youdll answer the call
with this special ministry of the church. i Marghe Tabar
for the Memorial Services Task Force
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WAY TO GO, JAMES!

We congratulate James Shaff, Olivet member
and Wednesday night chef extraordinairgn his
graduation from the University of Minnesota,
with a B.A. in a major combining Folklorics,
Human Geography and Architectural Studies.
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Small Groups Bring Fun, Friends and Reflection!

Small groups of Olivet women and men organized by
member Deb Bartels last winter continue to meet for
discussion and fellowship. The group below, com-

posed of women available to meet during the day, met

in December at Linda Mazane
Christmas cookie exchange. Watch upcoming bulle-

tins for information about how you can join an Olivet

small group.

From left: Trina Niemi Gustafson, Susan Bluhm, Donna Foss, Ba
bara McClellan, Marghe Tabar, and Julia Hynnek, at the home of
Linda Mazanec

Olivetian Now Available Online!

¢ Now current and past issues of the Olive-
tian are available at the site. Just click
00l ivetian Onlined6 ip th
current and past issues, in full color. View-
ing works best if your Adobe Reader
viewer is set at 100%.

e Starting in December, we will also be send-
ing you a direct Internet link to the Olive-
tian in the weekly e-mail. We will offer an
option to receive the Olivetian entirely

¢ wnlineaathoughiweavil eontinue forglep i n g
foreseeable future to produce and mail a
paper version to anyone who prefers it.

¢ Note that our monthly calendar of meet-
ings and events is already available on the
website; just click
to access it.

e Share Your Thoughts: Use the Book Forum
page on the Olivet site to describe or com-
ment about any books
reading or movies yo
had spiritual impact for you.
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Bennie Reich
by Ann Hobbie

Bennie Reich, recent
nonagenarian and be-
loved Olivet church
member, was treated to a
day of honor on Novem-
ber 7, 2009. Although it
lasted less than twenty
hours, Ben got to go on
the trip of a lifetime.

. Ben and Elfreda Reich
A non-profit group of

Vietnam veterans recently organi
in an effort to help as many World War Il veterans see the memo-

rial built for them in Washington D.C. before the end of their lives.
(l'tds said that some 1,000 of th
every day.) Bennie applied for this honor last spring, and his wish
was granted this fall Expl aine
$80, 000 to make this day possi bl
chosen, since there are 8,000 World War 1l vets still living in Min-
nesota.

In the wee hours of November, 7, Bennie and 103 other vets pre-
pared to take off for Washington, D.C. There was a chaperone for
every two vets, and VIP treatment all day long. Upon boarding

the plane, Bennie was pr-maieinté@dl
of thanks from Twin Citiesd citi
fashion of the old-time war mail soldiers received. Upon arriving

in D.C., the vets were ushered to tour buses that took them on a
memoarial tour for the day.

ol was really moved when we got
Benni e. 0l t musnile whllafrore thebplareerio the h a
bus. The entire walk was lined with 500 people cheering, holding
signs, waving flags, and saying
where we went. o

The tour began at the Iwo Jima Memorial, and from there to Ar-
lington National Cemetery. Ben was fascinated to learn there are
only two presidents buried there (Taft and Kennedy), and that
only the three Kennedy brothers have wooden crosses to mark
their graves; the rest of the graves having traditional headstones.

From Arlington, the veterans wer
morial, at which Bennie noticed the photograph of one of his Rose-
ville condominium neighbors who served at a hospital during the

war. (Two other neighbors in his condo, also veterans of the same
era, went on the trip as well). The tour went on to the White

House, Capitol, Pentagon, Smithsonian buildings, and the Wash-
ington Monument.

(continued on next page)
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Bennie Reich enrolled in the draft
in 1940, where he met Elfreda as
she handled his paperwork. He
was drafted in 1941. He served in
the 340 Infantry Division of the U.S.
Army, with tours in Northern Ire-
land, England, French North Africa,
and ltaly. He was a wire and radio
man, with French as his special
skill. In Italy, he was working tele-
phone and radio communications
on the front lines when he came
under shellfire.

It was October 16, 1944. Bennie and
his three battalion peers had just
returned from hooking up their
companies when German shellfire
began. Three of the four team
members, including Bennie, were
badly wounded by the same shell.
Bennie was wounded at 6:00 p.m.
and was carried in silence, in a
muddy rain, by military band
members who suddenly had to
serve as medics. They traveled on
foot, and in the mud, for ten hours
until they finally reached a Jeep
that would take Bennie to a first aid
station. He recalls begging for a
cigarette, but lighting up could

have put them at risk of being seen.

Bennieds | eg woun
a compound fracture that required
39 days of round-the-clock shots of
penicillin. He also had shrapnel in
his shoulder and lost two (now fa-
mous) fingers. Elfreda is still
amazed that he di
death. He spent several months at
a field hospital in Naples, Italy, be-
fore being flown back to the states.
He went on to spend ten months in
the hospital, where Elfreda would
eventually be allowed to visit him
once, but not without much rigma-
role. Bennie was released on Au-
gust 23, 1945. He and Elfreda were
married December 5 that year.
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Announcements

I nterim Ministeras
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis is usually in the office
Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., or
by appointment. You can leave church business mes-
sages for her at the church phone, 6516461478, or e
mail her at anne.swallowgillis @comcast.net. When
the church office is closed (after 2:00 p.m. weekdays
and on weekends), you can reach her for pastoral
emergencies at her home, 651292-3050.

January Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild, Deacon,
Sunday School Teachers, and Coffee Hour Coordi-
nating Hosts

Readers: Tom McClellan (1/3). January Altar Guild:
Adam Rynkiewich. January Deacon: Tim Bremicker.
January Sunday School Teachers: Jim Schowalter,
Mekea Larson, Sarah Hamilton, Julia Hynnek,
Gabriela Testa, Ann Benjamin. January Coffee Hour
Hosts: Jean and Tom Fabel.

Womenof Olivet A A Meet i ng Not To
The Olivet Womends Fel
er s, so donot
ship. Items to be discussed include a financial report,
possible expenditures, small group meetings of the
past year, and future projects. EVERY Olivet woman
is a member of this group. We look forward to hear-
ing your ideas and comments as we enjoy a cup of cof-
fee and treat in the parlor after the service.

Schedul ¢
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Olivet's Annual Progressive Dinner
Saturday, February 6, 5 to 10 p.m.

This fun and popular event is for all Oli-
vet members who want to share food and
conversation, meet new friends and
spend time with old friends. In the com-
ing weeks weol | havile a
church and we encourage everyone to re-
serve a spot. The cost will be $4.00 per
person. We especially hope that more of
you will agree to host the dinner entree or
dessert. This event is for adult Olivet
members so please make babysitter ar-
rangements if necessary. Call Nancy
B eBermyi(654-69a2510) or Kathy Lamp (65X
i690-1690)d yop haveeduelstioms. g at h -
ng on

Olivet Men's Group January Meeting

The next meeting of the Olivet Men's Group will be
held on Thursday, January 7, 2010, at the home of Rob
Arnold. We will gather at 6:30 p.m. to share a meal

and then discuss a topic of interest to the group. New
participants are always welcome! For more informa-

continued from page 12
Between the Washington and Lincoln Memorials, the
bus finally stopped at the World War Il Monument.

tion, talk to Steve Nelson, Ben Awes, Tom Fabel or
Richard Keller, or drop Richard a line at rpkel-
ler3@gmail.com, or call him at (612) 8503024 for more

ol't was the highlight of t”fﬁr@at'%ﬂay for me, o0 says Benn
Ol tds jfuisttdssosporiegad out over hal a mil e. And

crowded. Thereds a SectlgqgaQIagsIesagOAhﬁeth state. o f
had our photo taken. o6 A Molonglrgyogacﬁ\sg%meebwe%{( %tQI'V%{Mont he

veterans looked around. A last stop at the Korean
and Vietham memorials was also moving, although
Ben was too tired to get off the bus. Some of the chap-
erones on the trip, veterans of these wars, were able to
see their memorials for the first time. The veterans
were given medals and treated to a buffet supper be-
fore boarding the flight to return to Minnesota. They
sang all the old Army songs on the flight home, and
were greeted at 11:40 p.m. with cake, coffee, more
flags, and a host of well-wishers, including Elfreda.
ol t was a wonder ful,
OPeople were so nice,
Oveteranso. o
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day and Thursday nights in the Fellowship Hall. The
Monday night class at 7:30, taught by Nell Hurley, is
vinyasa yoga o flowing, athletic, active & focusing on
breathing, stretching, flexibility, strengthening, and

balance. The Thursday night class at 7:00, taught by

Kailen Nelson, is more restorative yoga and somewhat

less strenuous. The cost per class varies from $7 to
$12.50, depending on the number of participants.

Wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat. (We
recommend not eating for at least an hour and a half before

day, 6 says Benni e.

it was everything
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