
   

 

 

February Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

The heart of our life together… 
10:00 a.m.  We gather for worship in the Sanctuary 

The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching through the month 
10:15 a.m.  Children leave worship for church school 

 

February 7 – Fifth Sunday after Epiphany with Holy 
Communion.  As our Epiphany season draws to a close, we will 
celebrate the different children who bring the visible òlight of 
Christó into our Sanctuary as they light our altar candles.  Both 
Isaiah 6:1-8 and Luke 5:1-1 bring us Biblical stories about being 
called by God, inviting our reflections on Godõs call to us as 
individuals and as a church community.  Readings also include 
Psalm 138 and I Corinthians 15:1-11. 

 

February 14 – Last Sunday after Epiphany and Transfiguration 
Sunday.  This final Sunday in the Epiphany season concludes our 
initial consideration of the manifestation of Jesus to the world, 
following his birth.  Our texts will include the other-worldly 
depictions of both Moses and Jesus encountering God, found in 
Exodus 34:29-35 and Luke 9:28-36.  Readings also include Psalm 
99 and the apostle Paulõs reflections on what such transformative 
experiences do to us, found in  2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2.  We will 
also celebrate the Baptism of Callie Beach, son of David and 
Carrie Beach.  
 

 

February 21 – First Sunday in Lent.  We return to Lukeõs 
description of a powerful encounter in the life of Jesus as he 
prepares to begin his public ministry.  Reading the story of his 
temptation in the wilderness from Luke 4:1-13, along with Paulõs 
description of how we are saved by our calling òon the name of 
the Lordó from Romans 10:8b-13, raises questions about 
confronting temptations in our individual and church life 
together.  Readings also include Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 and 
Deuteronomy 26:1-11.                                             continued on page 3 
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Friday Morning 

Lenten Breakfasts   
All ages are invited to join us for the 

Olivet tradition of early morning 

Lenten breakfasts.  Beginning at 

7:00 a.m. on Friday mornings Febru-

ary 19 through March 26, a hot 

breakfast will be served, followed by a 

brief devotional message from our 

Interim Minister, Rev. Anne Swallow 

Gillis.  We are finished by 7:45 a.m., 

when some head to school or work, 

and others stay to wash the dishes. 

Volunteers are needed to prepare 

and host each week.  A free-will of-

fering is taken to cover costs in-

curred.  Please RSVP by noon on 

Thursdays with the church office 

(651) 646-1478, if you plan to attend 

that week or if you are willing to host. 
 

Ash Wednesday Service – February 17 – 6:45 to 7:30 p.m. 
We begin the reflective season of Lent with a solemn evening 
service, following the regular Wednesday night meal together.  
Readings, song and prayer call us to confession, repentance 
and forgiveness, as we receive ashes on our foreheads in ac-
knowledgement of our mortality.  Childcare will be provided. 
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 From Your Interim    

 Minister 
 The Reverend  

Anne Swallow Gillis 
 

 

"Since you cannot do good to all, you are to pay  
special attention to those who, by the accidents of 
time, or place, or circumstances, are brought into 
closer connection with you."   
   - Augustine of Hippo,  
    3rd century bishop and theologian 
 
For several weeks now, both the people of 
Haiti and the relief work being done in their 
midst has captured our attention as a congrega-
tion.   I have spoken from the pulpit of our 
United Church of Christ missionaries to that 
region, Kim and Patrick Bentrott, who work 
with our long-time UCC partner organization 
in Port au Prince, the National Spiritual Coun-
cil of Churches in Haiti.  I have learned that our 
One Great Hour of Sharing offerings had been 
going, in part, to fund this young couple from 
Colorado, as they worked through the Council 
representing some 6,000 Protestant congrega-
tions across the island.  The Council has been 
running a K-12 school, a seminary, medical 
clinic and nursing school in the capital city for 
several decades.  Kim is a physician, and has 
been teaching nursing students there and 
working in the medical clinic; Patrick trains 
pastors in the seminary and works with local 
church leaders to address ongoing food and 
housing needs.  While the Bentrotts escaped 
injury, all of the Councilõs buildings were de-
stroyed in the quake and many of the local staff 
and students were killed.  Kim Bentrottõs web 
blogs have been bringing their world closer to 
many of us, as the relief and rebuilding chal-
lenges unfold (http://www.kimandpatrick. 
blogspot.com/). 
 
I was concerned about the fear and power-
lessness that our children might feel as they 
heard about the disaster in school and on the 
news.  I decided to share stories of search-and-

rescue dogs during the Childrenõs Story in 
worship, as I searched for ways for us to con-
nect to this event as a congregation of all ages.   
Olivet member Pat Koopmans stepped forward 
the next Sunday to bring the children news of 
specially trained therapy dogs headed to the 
region; these dogs will comfort wounded and 
traumatized survivors.  Our own sorrows and 
sense of helplessness were softened as Pat in-
troduced her own two lively, but well-
mannered, therapy dogs to the astounded chil-
dren during worship.  Together, we celebrated 
this powerful way that Godõs transformative 
love is shared not only by humans but by òall 
creatures great and small.ó   
 
As we moved through the month of January, 
we continued thinking, praying and talking to-
gether about Olivetõs vision and just what God 
is calling this church to next.   Building on Oli-
vetõs long history of community outreach, we 
explored how this unfolding vision has to do 
with being aware of the people and events that 
òare brought into closer connection with you,ó 
as Augustine of Hippo suggested.  òVisionó 
Post-It notes, written by worshippers each Sun-
day, appeared on the big flipchart in the Fel-
lowship Hall, a few of which are listed below.  
The visions invite Olivet to beé 
 

Spilling over with compassion ð show them Jesus. 

A place where we come together to learn about 
Godõs enduring love, to thank God and to attempt 
to share and model that love for others. 

A place to hear what you need to make it through 
the tough times. 

May we become a telling presence of social justice 
in the community, one that is a central part of the 
identity and theology of the United Church of 
Christ. 

Olivet, serving the Lord with gladness. 
 
By the end of January, we had collected 
$1,502.00 in a special UCC disaster relief  
offering, 100% of which will be used for the 
overwhelming humanitarian needs in Haiti in 
the months ahead.   The people of Haiti, and   
 

http://www.kimandpatrick.blogspot.com/
http://www.kimandpatrick.blogspot.com/
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the UCC missionaries we support there, have 
certainly come closer to me this last month.  I 
celebrate the long tradition of generosity here at 
Olivet and the unfolding vision of new people 
and places that we might serve. 
 

In ministry with you,   
Anne 
 

Sermon Availability  
Please know that each week Anne e-mails her sermon 
out to our current Sunday School teachers, as well as 
anyone else who would like a copy.  E-mail her if you 
want to be included on that list <anne.swallowgillis 
@comcast.net> for a particular week. 
 

 
 
continued from front page 
 
February 28 – Second Sunday in Lent.  Our Luke 
13:31-35 reading brings us to a later point in Jesus 
ministry, when he is faced with the reality of 
growing opposition to his healing and teaching.  
Paulõs letter to the Philippians 3:17-4:1 reminds us of 
the true source of our citizenship, even as we 
struggle in our daily lives.  Readings also include 
Psalm 27 and Godõs covenant with Abraham and 
Sarah in Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18. 

Inside This Issue 
 From the Interim Minister   2   
     Council Minutes    4   
   Treasurerõs Report    5 
 Christian Education    6 
     February Calendar      8 
 Olivet Saints     10 
     The Olivet Community   11 
 PSC Update   12 
 Announcements    13 
 Transition Team               14 
 February Celebrations   15 
    The Prayer List   15 
 
The Olivetian is published monthly 
by Olivet Congregational Church 
(United Church of Christ), 1850 Igle-
hart Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55104.  
Contact the church at (651) 646-1478 
or contact@olivetucc.net to comment, 
contribute, or note changes of address. 

NEW MEMBERS’ GATHERING 
 

Are you interested in learning more 
about Olivet?  Is this church a place 
where you are being nurtured, 
equipped and empowered to serve God 
more fully?  Have you considered for-
malizing your involvement through 
joining as a voting member?  Come to 
an initial New Members Gathering, 
Sunday, February 7 from 11:30-noon in 
the Parlor, when The Rev. Anne Swal-
low Gillis will outline the meaning of 
membership at Olivet and we will set 
some times for more in-depth discus-
sion.   Please contact her for more infor-
mation at (651) 646-1478. 

Welcome New Council Members 
and Deacon! 

 
At the churchõs annual meeting, held Sunday, 
January 31, the congregation elected the follow-
ing new Church Council members:   

Christian Soltermann, who will chair Build-
ing and Grounds; 
Caroline Stone, who will chair Community 
Works; 
Rob Arnold, who will chair the Finance Com-
mittee; 

and  
Jeff Benjamin, who was elected Moderator 
by the Council following the annual meeting. 

Congratulations Christian, Caroline, Rob and Jeff, 
and thank you for taking on these responsibilities 
for the church! 
 
Also, Gordon  Deane joined the Olivet diaconate.  
Welcome, Gordon, to this important ministry of 
the church! 

mailto:anne.swallowgillis@comcast.net
mailto:anne.swallowgillis@comcast.net
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Olivet Council Meeting – January 12, 2010 

Present:  Tom Fabel, Bob Mazanec, Nancy Berry, Paul 
Clasen, Caroline Stone, Tim Bremicker, Ann Hobbie, 
Steve Nelson, Ben Awes, Barb Nilles, Holly Stoerker, 
Anne Swallow Gillis, Barbara McClellan 
 

Absent:  Margaret Tabar 
 

After an opening prayer, Anne Swallow Gillis lighted 
a candle as a visible sign of Christ in our midst. 
 

The Minutes of the December meeting were approved 
as presented. 
 

Four positions will be vacant on the Council after to-
nightõs meeting.  Tom Fabel gave the report of the 
nominating committee, bringing forth a slate of 
names which the Council approved and which will be 
brought to the congregation for confirmation at the 
Annual Meeting:  Caroline Stone to fulfill a two year 
term, Rob Arnold and Christian Soltermann.  Another 
member to fill the position of Moderator has yet to be 
nominated. 
 

Treasurer’s Report:  Barb Nilles gave us the statement 
of our income and expenses for the year and dis-
cussed the surplus we accumulated over that time.  
Pledges for 2009 were higher than expected and ex-
penses somewhat lower than anticipated.  We did not 
use the budgeted income from the endowment this 
year, as we had enough other income to cover that 
amount.  We also looked at a statement of our Finan-
cial Position, and she asked us to consider removing 
the line on that report for Kitchen Remodeling from 
our Fund Liabilities.  After discussion, a motion was 
passed to close the Kitchen Remodeling fund on the 
balance sheet and account for it under the line called 
Surplus from Previous Year. 
 

Finance:   Steve Nelson spoke to us about the pro-
posed budget for 2010, talking first about how the 
Council had cut back our expectations in October 
when we felt we would not be getting enough 
pledges to cover our hoped-for increases above the 
previous yearõs budget.  After a great deal of discus-
sion, the Council passed a motion to accept the pro-
posed 2010 budget with an amendment that increases 
the amount of the prior yearõs surplus to be used in 
2010.  This allowed further funding for Building and 
Grounds, Community Works benevolences and the 
contingency fund.  The Council also passed a motion 
to accept the proposed 2010 budget with this amend-
ment, to be presented to the Annual Meeting. 

 

 

 

Minister’s Report:  Anne Swallow Gillis brought up a 
proposed list of her priorities during her remaining 
time with us.  The list included these items:  Growing 
in prayer; sharing our beliefs by speaking theologi-
cally; developing leaders: clarifying and strengthen-
ing the staff evaluation process; articulating our vi-
sion; assimilating our new members; developing our 
website. 
 

Diaconate:  Holly Stoerker mentioned the Vesper ser-
vices that are being held each Sunday evening in 
January.  Three of the current Deacons will be serving 
their second terms for another three years; Gordon 
Deane has agreed to join the Diaconate for the coming 
three years.  
 

Pastoral Search Committee:  Holly reported that the 
committee is working hard to complete the Church 
Profile by their next meeting.   When it is done, it will 
be sent to the Council for review, with the hope that 
the Council can meet with the Search Committee after 
church on January 24 to give feedback to the commit-
tee.  When the Council has endorsed the finished Pro-
file, it will be presented to the congregation at the An-
nual Meeting on January 31. 
 

 The Search committee also asked for guidance from 
the Council on some wording about minister compen-
sation for the Profile. 
 

Stewardship:  The final numbers for the Stewardship 
pledge campaign are in:  eighty-three Faith Promise 
pledges were made for $236,000. 
 

Worship:  The committee has had many wonderful 
comments about the Thanksgiving ecumenical service 
and the Advent and Christmas celebrations at Olivet 
this year. 
 

Youth:  Tim Bremicker asked us to save the date of 
February 20 for the annual Sweetheart Dinner that the 
Youth Group will provide. 
 

Building and Grounds:  Ben Awes reported that Paul 
Boehnke has asked for some extra space for storage of 
materials for the Bach Society.  There are still some 
projects from the Centennial Capital Campaign to fin-
ish.  Ben knows that there are still other projects that 
could be worked on, and asks that groups that hope 
to be able to use some of those capital funds will pre-
sent a one-page proposal to the committee describing 
their request and estimating the cost of completing it. 
 

Olivet Church Council Minutes 
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Treasurer’s Report 
(as of December 31, 2009) 

 
             Year End   YTD     YTD 

INCOME                                  Budget                     2009                     2008 
Pledges 232,206 249,715 243,883 
Endowment Draw 26,970 0 22,300 
Other 53,331 57,791 46,812 
TOTAL 312,507 307,506 312,995 
 
EXPENSES 
Pastoral & Staff 213,985 209,800 192,944 
Program & Benevolence 34,905 31,712 30,167 
Building & Office 55,780 49,184 52,932 
TOTAL 304,670 290,696 276,043 
 
Net income over expenses 7,837 16,810 36,952 
  

Stock Gifts 
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office by letter or e-mail and let us know the follow-
ing information: 
1. What stock is being transferred, from whom, and the number of shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage 
firm it doesnõt always say who itõs from. Unless the office has been informed, itõs hard to know whom to credit. 

2.    When it is being transferred.   
3. Call the church office if you need information to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. If you havenõt given 

stock recently the information has changed.    

          - Barbara Nilles, Treasurer 

Christian Education:  The roster of teachers for the 
second semester has been filled.  Some volunteer help 
is needed in the nursery as the number of babies has 
increased.  On average, there are 29 children in vary-
ing classes on Sunday morning.  Buffy Larson and 
Ann Hobbie will be evaluating the recent beginnings 
of two childrenõs choirs and see if or how they are to 
continue.  The children will be meeting to decide what 
animals to sponsor through the Heifer Project with 
their collected offering money. 
 

Community Works:  Some of the December projects 
from this committee were the Gifts of Hope, Senior 
baskets at Christmas, and sending groceries to the Lit-
tle Sisters of the Poor. 
 

Membership:  After the dedication of the parlor Tile 
Project last Sunday, the committee sponsored a get-
together, and served egg dishes and fruit and rolls.  
Many people stayed and enjoyed the conversations 
and engagement with other members. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The meeting was closed with a prayer. 
 

The next meeting will be on February 9 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

                   Respectfully submitted, 

Barbara McClellan,  
Olivet Church Clerk 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School classes are from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
Teachers for February: 

Godly Play:  Trina Gustafson 
Grades K-1:  Jennifer Miller 
Grades 2-3:   Deb Bartels 
Grades 4-5:  Gabriela Testa 
Grades 6-7:  Ann Hobbie  

Our youth (grades 8-12) are invited to stay in 
worship. If you are in eighth grade or older and 
have received the Red Cross Babysitter training, you 
may volunteer in the church nursery. Please contact 
Grace Anderson for more information or if you 
would like to volunteer. 
 

Nursery Care 
Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from  
8:30 -11:30 a.m. for children birth through 3 years of 
age.   On Wednesdays  from 6:15 ð 7:45 p.m., care is 
provided for ages birth to 4 years old. 
 

Sunday Adult Christian Education 
Tim Polk leads Sunday morning lectionary Bible 
study, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Whether you havenõt 
opened a Bible in years or are a daily reader of the 
Bible, come and join this lively discussion group 
based on the biblical texts for each  Sundayõs 
worship.  Childcare is provided. 
 

Godly Play  Teacher Training Session February 13 
On Saturday, February 13, from 9:00-10:00 a.m., 
Grace Anderson will lead an update and review 
session for all Godly Play teachers.  Teachers will 
review the flow of the class, get tips from each other, 
and learn about the added role of the door 
keeper.  Please plan to attend.  Coffee will be served! 
 

Acolyte Recognition, Sunday, February 7 
All children who have helped light candles in 
worship will be honored during the February 7 
Sunday service. 
 

About Children’s and Junior Choir 
We surveyed parents, and many are interested in 
continuing with Children's and Junior Choirs.  Buffy 
Larson will offer Junior Choir for children second 
grade and p.  Ann Hobbie will offer Children's 
Choir for children ages 3-first grade.  Both choirs 
will rehearse after church from March 21-May 9 
(no rehearsal on Easter).  Both choirs will offer their 
music at the Children's Sunday service on May 
16th.  If anyone is willing to help coordinate choir 
snacks and/or provide a snack, please let Kate 
McGowan know:  (651) 695-1755. 

Christian Education Happenings 

Faith Formation for All Ages 

Grace Notes 
Grace Anderson 
Director of Christian Education 
 

Technology surrounds us so much today.  We canõt 
escape television anywhere. Itõs in the grocery stores 
even at the gas pump as we refill our cars.  For a 
long time, even with my media background, I have 
tried to keep my exposure to television and other 
screens like computers at a minimum.  Well, instead 
of battling against media exposure, I have decided to 
embrace it.  Media in all forms is here to stay and 
evolving rapidly! 
 

As a church, how can we embrace media ð in our 
communal life and in our educational offerings?   
We can communicate with each other outside of 
church via e-mail or a social networking site.  We 
can use the  PowerPoint computer program  in 
Adult Education for visually appealing presenta-
tions.  Our Sunday School curriculum has an online 
feature called Spirit Sightings.  This enables the 
teacher to bring a computer into the classroom and 
use it to help connect current events and our faith. 
 

Did you know we have a blog option on the 
churchõs website?  Olivetõs website address is 
www.olivetucc.net.  On the website is the usual in-
formation about the churchñtimes of worship, 
Christian Education, etc.ñbut also two unique fea-
tures that are wonderful ways to connect with Olivet 
even if youõre not here on Sunday mornings regu-
larly.  One way is through the Olivet Blog. [Blog is 
short for web log.]  The blog is used by interim min-
ister Anne Swallow Gillis to communicate about Oli-
vet.  Her current blogs include her Olivetian col-
umns. 
 

Another feature is a section called òBook Talk Fo-
rum.ó  Olivet seems like a reading congregation.  
What a great way to have a mini-book group and 
what a great way to get to know each other on a 
level that canõt always be reached on a Sunday 
morning during Coffee Hour! Take a look at the fea-
ture by logging onto our website and clicking on 
òBook Talk Forumó on the left menu.   Currently, 
there is one post.  Please add your suggestions and 
thoughts on what youõve been reading! 
 

Blessings to all, 
Grace 

http://www.olivetucc.net
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Wednesday Evenings at Olivet 
The òWednesday Evenings at Olivetó programs  be-
gin at 5:50 p.m. with an All-Church Dinner.   Chris-
tian Education programs for adults, children and 
youth run from 6:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m.  Full schedule 
for the evenings: 
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 p.m. All-Church Dinner, Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Childrenõs Bell Choir rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Christian Education for all ages 
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 

February Adult Christian Education 
February 3,  Book Study  
10, 17 and 24 (see box below for details) 
 

February Childrenõs Christian Education 
February 3, Games, Crafts, Homework Help 
10,17 and 24  

Children’s Annual Meeting Report 
On Sunday, January 31, while the adults met in the 
sanctuary for Olivetõs Annual Meeting, the children 
met and had their own annual meeting.  The children 
voted on how to distribute their Sunday School offer-
ing to Heifer International.  Heifer works to alleviate 
hunger, poverty and environmental degradation by  
 

helping struggling families become self-sufficient.  
They offer the chance for people to buy òsharesó of 
animals so that families can be given a gift of an ani-
mal that  will give them a chance to earn an income.   
The children voted, after some discussion about the 
different animals, to buy a share of a llama, chicks, 
sheep, goats, rabbits, ducks, pigs and bees.  Each ani-
mal, each with an intrinsic and unique value, will 
help Heiferõs goal of alleviated poverty in the most 
needed countries. 

  

 
 

 
LENTEN WEDNESDAY EVENING  

ADULT CLASS 
6:30-7:30 p.m.,  

February 24, March 3, 10, 17 and 24 
 

A group of five Olivetians have been meeting 
with our Interim Minister to plan an exciting 5-
week book series during the season of Lent.  We 
will use Rowan Williamõs book, Tokens of Trust: 
An Introduction to Christian Belief, which is based 
on a series of talks he gave at Canterbury Cathe-
dral to church-goers and seekers interested in 
the basics of Christianity.  The material is engag-
ing and accessible, and the Christian Education 
Committee is providing the books for no cost to 
those who would like to attend.  Believers, 
doubters and seekers are all welcome to partici-
pate!  Deb Bartels, Roger Larson, Ann Hobbie, 
Richard Keller and Tim Polk will each lead one 
of the weekly sessions.   See Ann Hobbie, Chris-
tian Education Committee Chair, to obtain a 
copy of the book, or leave your name with the 
church office.   

 

Youth Group Updates 
 
The Olivet Youth Group meets on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room on the 
second floor.  Heidi Hall, our Youth Director, 
leads.  All youth grades 7-12 are welcome!   For 
more information, call Heidi at (651) 253-4663 or e-
mail her at hallhei@bethel.edu.  

 

Sweethearts Dinner 
Olivetõs Youth Group will sponsor their annual 
òSweethearts Dinneró at the church at 6:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, February 20.  Price is $15 for a single or 
$30 for a couple.  The youth will be making and 
serving a delicious dinner.  The menu includes 
Bïuf Bourguignon over Buttered Noodles, Pear 
Gorgonzola Salad, and Chocolate Cake with Ber-
ries and Cream. All the funds raised from the din-
ner will go toward the youth program.  Most of it 
will support  the 2011 Mission Trip.  Itõs a fun eve-
ning that all can enjoyñmark your calendars and 
watch for more details, or call the church office for 
more information:  (651) 646-1478.  Childcare will be 
provided..   
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  f e b ru a ry  2 0 1 0   

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

 
The Reverend  

Anne Swallow Gillis preaching 
throughout the month. 

1 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:30 p.m. 

2 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

 
Deacons Meeting, Parlor, 7:00 

p.m. 

7 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Communion Sunday  
Recognition of Acolytes 

 

8 
 

Bach Society, Parlor,  
7:00 p.m. 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 

7:30 p.m.,  
 

9 
Minnehaha Academy Student 
Leaders Retreat, Fellowship 
Hall, 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
Church Council, Parlor,  

7:00 p.m. 
 

14 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Baptism of Callie Beach/ Special 
Coffee Hour 

 
Twin Cities Recorder Guild,  

2:00-5:00 p.m. 

 

15 
 

March Olivetian deadline, 
9:00 a.m. 

 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:30 p.m.  

 

16 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 

Worship Committee, Parlor, 
7:00 p.m. 

 
Minn. Philharmonic Quintet re-
hearsal,  Sanctuary, 7:45 p.m. 

21 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

 

22 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra re-

hearsal, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  
7:30 p.m. 

23 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra rehearsal, 

10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 

Transition Team, Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Minn. Philharmonic Quintet re-
hearsal,  Sanctuary, 7:45 p.m. 

 

28 
Christian Ed Meeting,  

Library, 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

 

 
 

Events in italic denote non-church 
groups utilizing Olivet for their event. 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

3 
Adult Christian Ed meeting, 

Parlor, 4:00 p.m. 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

5:00 p.m. Confirmation  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

4 
HR Committee, Parlor, 

7:00 p.m. 
 

Olivet Menôs Group, lo-
cation TBA, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 

7:00 p.m. 

5 
Confirmation Mentors 

Meeting, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

Scottish Dance Concert 
and Tea, Fellowship 

Hall, 7:30 p.m.  

6 
Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m. 

 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
Progressive Dinner, Fel-

lowship Hall, 5:00 p.m. 

10 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

5:00 p.m. Confirmation  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

11 
 

Pastoral Search Commit-
tee, Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 

7:00 p.m. 

12 
 

13 
Godly Play Training, Parlor, 

9:00 a.m. 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
Youth Group Welch Village 

Ski Trip 

17 
ASH WEDNESDAY 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation  

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 

6:45 Ash Wednesday Ser-
vice, Sanctuary  
7:35 Adult Choir 

18 
 

Pastoral Search Commit-
tee, Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  

Fellowship Hall 

19 
 

Lenten Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 

 
Kitchen reserved for 

Sweetheart Dinner prep 

20 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 

Sweetheart Dinner ,  
Fellowship Hall, 

6:00 p.m. 
 
 

24 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra re-
hearsal, 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 

p.m. 
 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation 

Class 
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

25 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra 
rehearsal, 10:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastoral Search Commit-
tee, Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 

 
Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  

Fellowship Hall 

26 
Lenten Breakfast, Fel-
lowship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 

 
Olivet Womenôs Re-

treat, Dunrovin  

27 
Olivet Womenôs Retreat, 

Dunrovin  
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 

 
   *Sunday Schedule  

 8:30 a.m. Study of Scripture for the Day 
     10:00 a.m. Worship 

10:15 a.m. Nursery and Sunday School 
Worship is always followed by a  

Fellowship Coffee Hour 
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Each Sunday during the prayer requests, a 
Deacon offers a prayer of thanksgiving for 
one of Olivet's members who is no longer 
among us, but upon whose shoulders we 
now stand.  We lovingly call them Olivet 
Saints.  During this interim period, as we 
move forward in faith, listening for what 
God would have us be in this place and 
time, let us remember with gratitude the 
ordinary everyday people from past genera-
tions who built and sustained this church.  
Following are the prayer requests during the past 
month.. 
 

1-03-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 

the Reverend George M. Miller, Olivet's minister 
from 1913 to 1920.   During the 1st World War, Rev. 
Miller took a 9-month leave of absence from Olivet 
to serve in the YMCA's welfare efforts for American 
soldiers.  And in 1920, Rev. Miller was credited 
with accomplishing Olivet's aim of receiving 102 
new members that year.   1920 was the 300th anni-
versary of the Pilgrim's landing at Plymouth Rock; 
and Olivet had set the goal of 102 new members 
because there were 102 men and women on the 
Mayflower. 
 

When Rev. Miller left Olivet in 1920, the Board of 
Trustees wrote him a letter of thanks on behalf of 
the congregation saying ò You have been among us 
pre-eminently a Christian man and friend, upright, 
sympathetic, zealous, and faithful.  We are grateful 
for service you rendered our soldiers overseas, for 
the guidance you have given our children and 
young people, and for the steady, courageous, 
Christian influence you have exerted in our homes 
and community.ó  Thanks be to God for the Rev. 
George M. Miller! 
 

1-10-2010 Prayer Request: Today we give thanks for 

Harry Woodis, who died on January 13, 1997.  
Harry joined Olivet in 1918, at the age of 16.  When 
he was 17 years old, he took on janitorial duties at 
Olivet, shoveling coal by hand.  Over the next 35 
years he become increasing active at Olivet, serving 
as Chairman of the Board of Trustees in 1952.  
Thanks be to God for Harry Woodis! 
 

1-17-2010 Prayer Request: Today we give thanks for 
William D. McIlvaine, who joined Olivet on Janu-
ary 4, 1914 and died on January 20, 1955.  At Oli-
vet's Annual Meeting in 1944, Mr. McIlvaine was  
recognized  for 30 years of active and faithful sup-
port of the church ð  as Church Clerk, Trustee,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Treasurer, and Deacon.  The records of 
that meeting describe the congregationõs 
gratitude, saying òthe church profited by 
his effort and inspirationó during those 
30 years.  Thanks be to God for William 
McIlvaine! 
 

1-24-2010 Prayer Request: Today we give 
thanks for Robert H. Tucker.  When 
Bob's parents Merton and Bertha Tucker 
joined Olivet in 1920, Bob was 9 years 

old.  For the next 78 years, until his death in 1998, 
Bob was devoted to Olivet ð with wife Ruth, raising 
a family of 3 children; serving in nearly every 
church position (most notably Treasurer); singing 
in the choir; and helping keep the church doors 
open during Olivet's difficult days in the 1970s.  
And, as many Olivet old-timers will recall, Bob 
loved to process down the aisle on Christmas Eve, 
as one of the Magi, bearing gifts and singing òWe 
Three Kingsó with his fellow kings Bill Randall and 
Al Chamblee. 
 

But it is particularly fitting that we remember Bob 
today, on the 33rd anniversary of the dedication of 
Olivet's pipe organ.  In 1974, Bob and his siblings 
generously funded the construction of this organ, 
in memory of their parents, Merton and Bertha  
Tucker.  One of the first organs that nationally re-
nowned organ-builder Lynn Dobson was commis-
sioned to build, this beautiful 24-stop pipe organ 
was dedicated on January 22, 1977.  Thanks be to 
God for Bob Tucker! 
 

1-31-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 
the Reverend Melvin Lynn Frank, Olivet's minis-
ter from 1941 to 1948.  On December 7, 1941, Rev. 
Frank baptized his nephew at Olivet.  During the 
celebration dinner following the baptism, the news 
came that President Roosevelt had announced the 
attack at Pearl Harbor and the nation was at war. 
 

Five years later, in his remarks at Olivet's January 
1947 Annual Meeting, Rev. Frank said:  òLooking 
back over 1946 as the first post -war year, it is grati-
fying to see that the return of the men and women 
who served in the armed forces during the war has 
actually meant an increase of strength to Olivet 
Church.  The years were long when we labored un-
der the handicap of their lack in the congrega-
tion.....Sixty-two new members were received into 
the fellowship of the church in 1946...What we have 
taken as a watchword in the services and activities  
 

              

Olivet Saints 
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has been built into the habits and attitudes of our peo-
ple ð 'let no one pass among us a stranger.'  We have 
tried to live together in such a way that men might say 
of this church what was said of the First Century 
Church at Antioch--'These Christians, how they love 
one another.'  As this has been our purpose in the past, 
so let it be for the future.ó  Thanks be to God for the 
Reverend Melvin Lynn Frank! 

        - Holly Stoerker 
                    Senior Deacon 
 

“Tuna, Ham, Spam and Jam!” 
This year, the Community Works Committee will 
change the emphasis each month on items ur-
gently needed at Keystone Food Shelf.  While all 
non-perishable foods are always sought, in Febru-
ary we encourage you to add one or more protein 

foods to your grocery cartñthen then to Olivetõs 
grocery cart.  Weõll even provide a small rhyme to 
keep in mind as you shop! 
 
Some stores offer special two-for-one prices on 
Spam and canned hams, for example.  How about 
contributing one can for your neighbors?  Other 
possibilities include canned roast beef, salmon, 
crab meat, or Vienna sausages.  If you're feeling 
extra generous, consider what might go well with 
your chosen item:  perhaps mayonnaise to go with 
tunañor noodles. 
 
About the jam:  Okay, I know jam is not a pro-
tein.  But the staff at Keystone told me that jams, 
jellies or honey would be enthusiastically wel-
comed to accompany their current over-supply of 
peanut butter! 
 
As always, your check to Olivet with memo to the 

Harvey Fund is another great way to help.  Key-
stone uses our monetary gifts to purchase perish-
ables like fresh meats, fruits and vegetables.  
 
Throughout February we urge you to think pro-
tein!  Help fill our cart with TUNA, HAM, SPAM 
AND JAM!  Now that sounds like the beginning 
of a songé. 

-Audrey Olson  
for the Community Works Committee 

 
 
Shower for Elissa Helmeke Rice 
You are invited to a baby shower for Elissa Hel-
meke Rice hosted by Karen Tarrant and Marcia 
Kath on Saturday, March 27, at 11:30 a.m. at 
Karenõs:  1361 Prior Avenue S., St. Paul.  Lunch 
will be served.  Bring a pregnancy/early baby 
story to add to a scrapbook for Elissa.  Elissa is 
registered at Target, Pennyõs and Kids R Us. (Itõs a 
boy.)  RSVP 651-699-4055. 
 
 
 

Olivetian Now Available Online! 
 

Now current and past issues of the Olive-
tian are available at the site.  Just click 
òOlivetian Onlineó in the menu to access 
current and past issues, in full color. View-
ing works best if your Adobe Reader 
viewer is set at 100%. 
Starting in December, we will also be send-
ing you a direct Internet link to the Olive-
tian in the weekly e-mail.  We will offer an 
option to receive the Olivetian entirely 
online, although we will continue for the 
foreseeable future to produce and mail a 
paper version to anyone who prefers it. 
Note that our monthly calendar of meet-
ings and events is already available on the 
website; just click òPrograms and Eventsó 
to access it. 
Share Your Thoughts:  Use the Book Forum 
page on the Olivet site to describe or com-
ment about any books youõre currently 
reading or movies youõve seen that have 
had spiritual impact for you. 

The Olivet Community 

CORRECTION 
An article in the January 2010 Olivetian did not 
correctly credit last winterõs creation of Olivetõs 
small groups.  Bonnie Eldridge, aided by Marghe 
Tabar, spearheaded the initiation of the success-
ful small group program. 
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From the Pastoral Search Committee 
 
As we begin together into year 2010, we invite you 
into a summary reflection of our work together in 
2009.  Beginning with a hearty thank you, your prayer 
and input has been an enormous prize and we could-
n't have accomplished what we have without you.  As 
well, we thank God who is a lamp to all our feet and 
whose light and grace we are most dependent. 
  
We began this work together with a couple meetings 
of getting to know each other more deeply.  We then 
met once with the Reverend Elena Larssen, MN Con-
ference UCC Minister, to learn more about the process  
involved in being on a search committee, and we soon 
after appointed members roles within the committee.   
Next we launched into a six-month process culminat-
ing in the final drafting of Olivet's church profile 
(primary recruiting document by which a congrega-
tion introduces itself to prospective pastoral candi-
dates). 
  
Much time and effort was put into putting this profile 
together from the entire congregation.  The committee 
put together  a couple surveys for congregational in-
put and also facilitated three focus group ses-
sions.  Following this, the committee worked to trans-
late the congregation's responses into the format of the 
profile.  We hope to have this document available to 
members for review by the end of January.   
  
Also in January the congregation is invited to attend a 
contemplative and prayer-filled time called Vespers.   
At Vespers, there will be a recognition of winter, with 
it's barren trees and stillness.  There will be a listening 
for God's voice and pondering where He is leading 
us.  This is true too for the search committee now.  We 
do not know what tomorrow will look like but we 
lean into this deep winter forest and listen. 
  
Yours in Christ, 
Rachel Awes, Co-Chair 
Pastoral Search Committee 
 
 

 

The Olivet Women’s Retreat  

February 26-27, 2010 
Join in this great opportunity to get to know 
other women of the church young and old 
The experience in years past has deepened 
our life together.  Please join us; we would 
like to get to know you! 
 
Schedule: 

Dinner on Friday starts at 6 p.m. 
After dinner we gather for a short 

òcenteringó ceremony to enter into the spirit 
of the retreat, followed by an ice-breaker, 
and an hour-long session of conversation in 
small groups, focused around a specific 
topic. 

Play time until midnight (or later. for 
the younger members!) 

Saturday morning after breakfast: two 
additional programmed sessions. 

The afternoon is free time:  you can 
sleep, read, meditate, go for a hike or ski 
(William OõBrien State Park isnõt far), do a 
puzzle, watch a movie, work on the art pro-
jecté. 

At 4:00 p.m. Katrine Cowan 
Christianson teaches a one-hour yoga class, 
followed by our closing circle.  The retreat 
concludes after a 6:00 p.m. Saturday dinner. 
Update: 
We have over 25 women signed up for the 
overnight and four more for Saturday 
only.  We have room for many more, so 
please consider joining us!  Scholarship 
funds have already been contributed, so 
please ask Anne Swallow Gillis if you need 
confidential financial help to attend.   Cost 
is $95 for the overnight and four meals and 
$25 for Saturday only.  The Olivet Womenõs 
Fellowship is subsidizing our costs again 
this year. This Sunday Audrey Olson will 
collect payments after church;  Deb Bartels 
will collect every Sunday or Wednesday 
after.  All payments must be in 10 days be-
fore the retreat.  (Note: The men we leave 
behind usually commiserate in the parlor on 
Friday night and watch (a usually violent or 
at least action-packed) movie and eat John 
Martinõs chili!) 
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Announcements 
 
 
 
 
Interim Minister’s Schedule  
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis is usually in the office 
Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., or 
by appointment.  You can leave church business mes-
sages for her at the church phone, 651-646-1478, or e-
mail her at anne.swallowgillis @comcast.net.  When 
the church office is closed (after 2:00 p.m. weekdays 
and on weekends), you can reach her for pastoral 
emergencies at her home, 651-292-3050.   
 
 

February Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild, Deacon,  
and Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts 
Readers:  Tim Polk (2/7), Karen Inman (2/14), Tom 
Fabel (2/17, Ash Wednesday), Paul Schaleger (2/21), 
and Barb Nilles (2/28).  February Altar Guild: 
Adam Rynkiewich.  February Deacon:  Rachel Awes. 
February Coffee Hour Hosts:  Marghe Tabar and 
Karen Inman. 
 

Yoga Classes at Olivet 
Two ongoing yoga classes meet weekly at Olivet Mon-
day and Thursday nights in the Fellowship Hall.  The 
Monday night class at 7:30, taught by Nell Hurley, is 
vinyasa yoga ð flowing, athletic, active ð focusing on 
breathing, stretching, flexibility, strengthening, and 
balance.  The Thursday night class at 7:00, taught by 
Kailen Nelson, is more restorative yoga and somewhat 
less strenuous.  The cost per class varies from $7 to 
$12.50, depending on the number of participants. 
Wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga mat.  (We 
recommend not eating for at least an hour and a half before 
class.) 
 

Scottish Dance Concert Friday, February 
5:  òDunquinó presents its eighth annual Scottish Is-
land Concert:  ò Our Friends In The North: The Done-
gal to Scotland Connection.  Friday, February 5, 7:30 

p.m. at Olivet (doors open at 7 p.m.)  Admission at the 
door is $12 (includes a complimentary tea at intermis-
sion) Note:  Olivet members are $6 when they mention 
their Olivet connection at the door.  Come back to the 
Island for an intimate evening of the very best in Scot-
tish and Donegal music, dance performance, readings 
and the fabulous tea!  Be "islanders" for the evening 
and enjoy the warmth of Scottish hospitality on a cold 
winter's night. If you've come to our concerts before, 
you know how enjoyable this event is; bring your 
friends and neighbors! Music by Dunquin (Sherry and 
Don Ladig and Nathan Gourley) with special guest 
musicians Lisa Soltermann and Scott Marsalis. Read-

ings by Scottish Island author Audrey McClellan; 
dance performance by Fligmagearie. 

 

Winter 2010 Youth Ski Trips 
 

Saturday, February 13, the Youth Group will 

sponsor a one-day ski trip to Welch Village 

(south of Hastings).  Tim Bremicker will be 

driving a 7-passenger van, so thereôll be room 

for six other skiers.  Non-skiing Youth Group 

members can join the skiers at Welch Village 

for pizza and then return to the Cities by about 

8:00 p.m. (An alternative under consideration is 

for youth to meet at Karen Tarrantôs home at 

7:00 p.m. Saturday night for a chaperoned over-

night.)  Youth who want to ski should contact 

Tim Bremicker by February 1 at brebar-

lake@comcast.net or (651) 233-6583. 

 

March 12-14 will be the fifth annual Olivet 

youth ski trip to Spirit Mountain at Duluth .  

Again, the non-skiing youth members can join 

the group Saturday afternoon and evening for 

swimming and dinner at Grandmaôs.  This is the 

ñSpring Luauò at Spirit Mountain.  Because of 

some last-minute cancellations last year, Tim 

asks for a $50 non-refundable deposit per person 

by March 1. 
 

More trip details:  We will stay at the Red Roof 

Lodge across from the ski hill.  Departure is at 

5:00 p.m. Friday, March 12 from church, with 

return on Sunday, March 14 about 4:00-5:00 

p.m.  Friday night dinner at Tobies.  Breakfast 

provided by Red Roof Lodge, and Tim will pack 

enough food for lunches.  Lift tickets, ski rent-

als, Friday and Saturday night dinners, and extra 

snacks are individual expenses.  Tim will ar-

range a group deal for the rooms, ski rentals and 

lift tickets, so youôll need to be prepared to re-

imburse him on or very soon after the trip.  Lift 

tickets are about $35 and rentals $25 per day.  

Room charges and lunches will be divided 

equally among all participants.  Transportation 

charges will be divided among individuals in a 

vehicle.  Overall trip expenses should be about 

$160 per person not including the rentals. 
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From the Transition Team 
òWhat life have you if you have not life to-

gether?  There is no life that is not community, and 
no community not lived in praise of God.ó    

- T.S. Eliot 
 
We heard T.S. Eliotõs words from 
the pulpit again this week, remind-
ing us that each one of us is a part 
of the body of Jesus Christ, and our 
life lived together in community is 
vital .  We come together to wor-
ship; give thanks and praise; and 

reach out in service. We come together to celebrate, 
as well as to share one anotherõs burdens, and heal 
and restore a weary world. And in reaching out to 
help, heal and restore ð we find ourselves restored 
and healed.  Existing in community at Olivet en-
ables us to do things together we cannot do as indi-
viduals.  In much the same way, when we are wel-
comed at worship each Sunday morning we are re-
minded that the community of Olivet Church is part 
of a larger fellowship of churches called the United 
Church of Christ. By the very name ð the United 
Church of Christ ð we declare ourselves to be part of 
the Body of Christñthe Christian church ð continu-
ing the witness of the early disciples to the reality 
and power of the crucified and risen Christ, Jesus of 
Nazareth.  The UCC logo includes Jesus' prayer for 
the unity of the church, òthat they may all be one.ó 
 

Olivet has a place and a part in that unifying, larger 
community of the United Church of Christ. We have 
life together.  Founded in 1957 with the union of two 
protestant denominations, the Evangelical and Re-
formed Church and the Congregational Christian 
Churches ð the UCC has always affirmed the ideal 
that Christians do not always need to agree in order 
to live together in communion. The denomination is 
dedicated to balancing congregational autonomy 
with a strong commitment to unity among its 
nearly 5,600 congregationsñdespite wide differ-
ences among many local congregations on a variety 
of issues. Members of each congregation covenant 
with one another and with God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ and empowered by the Holy Spirit. These 
congregations, in turn, exist in covenantal relation-
ships with one another to form a larger community 
for more effective work. That community requires 
neither an uncritical acceptance of any point of 
view, nor rigid formulation of doctrine. It does re-
quire mutual understanding and agreement as to 

which aspects of the Christian faith and life are es-
sential. The unity of the church is not of its own 
making ð but it is a gift of God. The United Church 
of Christ strives to be a uniting church as well as a 
united church, and Olivet Church has been a part of 
that unity and community since 1961. 
 

Our ties with our United Church of Christ denomi-
nation (and specifically the UCC Minnesota Confer-
ence) are even more essential in our current life to-
gether because it is through that connection that we 
are working to find our next settled minister. It is 
that connection with the UCC that will bring us can-
didates in response to the newly completed Church 
Profile. 
 

Our connection to the UCC also makes us partners 
in the wider church.  Our desire and willingness to 
reach out to those in need following the Haitian 
earthquake, for example, was facilitated by the fact 
that the UCC already had a presence there ð and has 
been working with the Haitian people for decades.  
We were already connected.  But that is only one 
example of the ministries that we are a part of 
through our denominational community. The UCC 
is a part of Global Ministries, partnering with 
churches and organizations in 70 countries around 
the world to òmeet God's people and creation at the 
point of deepest need: spiritually, physically, emo-
tionally, and economically.ó These ministries call us 
to change the world where and when we are able in 
a global community. In our own country, we sup-
port 48 UCC related colleges and universities.  And 
there are other numerous ministries and out-reach 
programs for the mentally disabled, disadvantaged 
youth, ministries for the aging, refugees and others 
on the marginal edges of our society. There are even 
environmental ministries that call us to be better 
stewards of what we have been given in Godõs crea-
tion.  

When we think of life òlived in communityó, as T.S. 
Eliot suggests, we should be mindful that the com-
munity we live in is not only the community of Oli-
vet Church meeting at the corner of Iglehart and 
Dewey in Saint Paul.  But the larger community of 
the United Church of Christ - and its global outreach 
of the living church that calls all to be one in the 
Body of Christ. 

                                - Joy Stoerker for the Transition Team  
(Ray Ahrens, Tom McClellan Jonathan Morgan, Sarah   
        Rynkiewich,  Susan Price, and Anne Swallow Gillis) 
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The Prayer List 

      Please keep the following Olivet members and friends in your prayers this month.: 
 Norma BAYARD, mother of Jeannine, at Lyngblomsten Home. 

Grace BURKLUND, undergoing treatment for recurrence of cancer. 
Betsy DOERMANN, facing the challenge of lung cancer.   
Virginia DURAND, at home. 

       Joyce GUSTAFSON, at Lyngblomsten Care Center. 
 Tabi JAVID, recuperating from hip replacement surgery. 
             Jean JEFFERSON, at home  
.          Martha KAEMMER, recuperating at home from surgery. 
       Dorothy KAYSEN, at Walker Methodist Care Center, Minneapolis. 
       Ron KRAMER, facing the challenges of cancer. 
       The PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Rachel Awes, Steve Church, Rachel  
     Clasen, Roger Larson, Linda Mazanec, Tom McClellan, Tim Polk, Holly Stoerker,  
     and ex officio member Jeff Benjamin 
             The Rev. Marion POCKER, undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma. 
              Jacob WETTERLING, and all missing children. 

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS 
                                                                     

                                                                  ANNIVERSARIES 

       
 
 
 
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Gordon Deane 2/1 
Jeanne Schultz 2/1 
Grace Tilney-Kaemmer 2/1 
Betsy Doermann 2/2 
Tom McClellan 2/2 
Barbara McClellan 2/5 
Paul Clasen 2/7  
John Gaylord 2/8 
Ann Benjamin 2/9 
Margo Nilles 2/11 

Tom Fabel  2/12 
Edward Stringer 2/14 
Grace Anderson 2/16 
Sarah Rynkiewich 2/17 
Sue Sweeney 2/19 
Joel Peterson 2/20 
Gwen Lilly 2/21 
Alexander Nelson 2/23 
Patti Bahr  2/25 
Chris Gillis 2/27 
Robert Jackson 2/28 

David and Meghan Cornell  2/2 
Mark and Bonnie Eldridge  2/3 
Roger and Lana Cheatham  2/5 
Rob and Linda Arnold  2/9 
Michael and Kathleen Wilcox  2/13 

 
As we continue our search for a new settled minister, we offer this  

Prayer for Olivet's Pastoral Search 
Almighty and Gracious God, we ask your blessing on Olivet's Pastoral Search Committee and our 
congregation.  Grant usé 
  Courage and Strength for the journey ahead; 
  Patience in times of frustration and uncertainty; and 
  Trust, both in one another and in your infinite wisdom. 
Guide the committee with your loving hand and open their hearts and minds to discern your will.  
Keep us all faithful to the process and near to You in the days ahead.  In Jesus name we pray, Amen. 
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers 
 

 

      The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis Interim Minister Jeff Benjamin   Moderator 
      Paul Boehnke Organist/Choirmaster Barbara Nilles     Treasurer 
      Grace Anderson Director of Christian Education  Barbara McClellan                         Clerk 
      Kathryn Oakley  Office Manager Holly Stoerker                 Senior Deacon  
      Leonard òButchó Schultz Facilities Gwen Lilly Lead Childcare Provider  
          Heidi Hall Youth Program Adam Rynkiewich January Altar Guild 
          Elizabeth Larson Bell Choir Director    
      Gabriela Testa    Sunday School Teacher  
         

 Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The Olivetian is published monthly. 
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