
   

 

 

 

April Sunday  

Worship Schedule 
 

The heart of our life together… 
10:00 a.m.  We gather for worship in the Sanctuary 

The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching  
throughout the month 

10:15 a.m.  Children leave worship for Sunday school 
 

April 4:  Easter Sunday  All ages join together for our celebration of the 
Resurrection and Holy Communion.  Scripture readings include Acts 
10:34-43; Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24; and Luke 24:1-12.  There will be no 
Sunday school classes; childcare will be provided for children up to age 
4 and older children will stay with their families through the service.   
Holly and Joy Stoerker will again share their beautiful òegg treeó with 
us in the social hall, as we enjoy Coffee Hour fellowship following 
worship.   
 
April 11:  Second Sunday of Easter  Our lectionary texts include a 
description of the Risen Jesusõ first appearance to the disciples (John 
20:19-31).  What do we long to see, like the absent disciple Thomas, so 
we can believe?   Scripture passages also include Acts 5:27-32 and Psalm 
150.    
 
April 18:  Third Sunday of Easter  The Risen Jesus appears again to the 
disciples, but they have returned to their previous lives as fishermen 
(John 21:1-19).  We also hear of Saul, the persecutor of early Christians, 
and his dramatic encounter with the Risen Jesus (Acts 9:1-22).  What 
happens that turns this discouraged, frightened community, and a hater 
of Jesusõ followers, into proclaimers of the Good News?  Lectionary texts 
also include Psalm 30. 
 
April 25:  Fourth Sunday of Easter  Stories of the early Christian 
community continue from the book of Acts, as we explore the story of 
the healing of the disciple Tabitha (Acts 9:36-43).  The pastoral imagery 
of Psalm 23 reminds us of Godõs care for us, and John 10:11-15 and 22-30 
resonates with this ògood shepherdó imagery.   
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 From Your Interim    

 Minister 
 The Reverend  

Anne Swallow Gillis 
 

òGod loves the stranger and so-
journeréó  

Deuteronomy 10:18 
I received a note in the mail a few weeks ago, and 
was reminded of the always-changing nature of any 
congregationõs composition.  The card was from a 
young couple who found us during a time of job loss 
and transition in their lives.  They were part of Olivet 
for several months this winter, joining in Wednesday 
evening adult education discussions, Christmas car-
oling to our homebound, January vesper services 
and Sunday worship.  Having recently relocated to 
North Carolina, they wrote and asked that I share 
this with you: 
 

Our journey takes us to North Carolina, but we wanted to 
convey to you our deepest gratitude for opening your 
hearts and your homes to us during our short-lived stay at 
Olivet.  Your outstretched arms embraced us in a time 
when it was most needed, and your unwavering love filled 
our hearts with much healing.  
 

There arenõt enough òthank yousó to relay our apprecia-
tion.  We wish Godõs richest blessings upon each of your 
lives as well as the path ahead for Olivet.  Loving regards, 
Adair and David Werner.    
 

Each Sunday, there are strangers and sojourners like 
Adair and David in our midst.  They might be with 
us only one day, several months or many years.  It 
does feel a bit awkward to approach a new person, 
and we often worry if we are intruding on their spiri-
tual solitude.  But it is clear to me that people like the 
Werners did not want to be left alone.  They showed 
up at Olivet because they needed the sacred space 
we offer.  This is the sacred space of extravagant wel-
come and open-minded thinking that is Olivet, 
where newcomer and long-timer alike are fully en-
gaged in worship, fellowship and service in Christõs 
name.   
 

What part do we each play in this kind of Christian 
hospitality?  Perhaps we schedule meetings for a 
time other than immediately after worship, so we 
each can be a welcoming presence at Coffee Hour.  
Perhaps we take a moment to introduce ourselves to 
the person next to us in the pew; we approach a new-
comer who stands alone after worship and invite  

them for refreshments.  Perhaps we continue to bring 
our coffee pots and doughnut sales out into the So-
cial Hall so anyone can quickly find them.    
 

I invite us to keep our eyes and hearts open to the 
spiritual strangers and sojourners in our midst.   And 
let us rejoice in the knowledge that we were a bless-
ing to Adair and David, even for the brief time we 
were together at Olivet! 
 

In ministry with you, 
Anne     
 

 

Pastoral Search Update 
I write this just a couple of days after March fourth.  
Last year our son Sam pointed out the double mean-
ing of this date.  It is also òMarch forth. ò Nestled in 
the expanded definition becomes an unfolding.  A 
new birth.  Courage.  Taking deep breaths.  Marching 
forward.  Last year in our family this was a reference 
to my dad marching into heaven.  This year for me it 
was about placing my artwork into a more public 
realm.  My joy is expanded to imagine all the march-
ings for each of you at Olivet and all this is beckon-
ing to become and blossom in you and in your fami-
lies. 
 

We also have a collective marching forth with our 
search for a new pastor.  Here is also a new birth and 
asking of us courage and deep breaths!  Although 
early in the stage of this process (having just com-
pleted our wonderful church profile with your help-
ful input!), we have begun receiving ministerial pro-
files.  As this is beginning, we are working out new 
systems, like wording letters for acknowledgement 
to these candidates, and figuring out the best way to 
respond to them.   We have also placed our Olivet ad 
with the UCC conference office and with the highly 
regarded national magazine The Christian Century. 
 

We are also just beginning to imagine the interview 
process. Anne Swallow Gillis joined us in our most 
recent meeting to share her thoughts and wisdom 
regarding the interviewing process.  (Thank you 
again, Anne!). 
 

In sum, we are busy with some paper shuffling, file 
organizing, initial readings, interview imaginings, 
taking breaths, and marching forward.  All with one 
little step at a time.  Thank you again for your ongo-
ing prayers and support in this process. 
 

Yours in Christ,  
Rachel Awes, Co-Chair 
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HOLY WEEK AT OLIVET 
  

MAUNDY THURSDAY                                     April 1, at 6:00 p.m. and 8:00-10:00 p.m. 
On Maundy Thursday we remember Jesusõ final meal with his disciples, his struggle in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, his betrayal and arrest.  Our observance will be a òSupper of Rememberingó in which we 
will share elements of the Jewish Seder Passover along with Christian Holy Communion.  All ages are 
welcome for this festive evening celebration and meal together.    
 

The Feast of Passover commemorates the Exodus of our ancestors out of Egypt (13th century BCE), and the 
establishing of a covenant between God and the people as they wandered in the wilderness.  Passover is 
celebrated in Jewish homes during a special springtime evening meal, and is probably the meal Jesus was 
celebrating with his disciples in the Upper Room.  The name òPassoveró refers to Godõs òpassing overó 
the homes of the Jews when God sent plagues to convince Pharaoh to let them go.  From the earliest days 
of Christianity, the death and resurrection of Jesus have been understood, in part, as his òPassover.ó  The 
symbols of Communion, which Jesus instituted on that night, remind us of Godõs promise of deliverance 
from sin and death.   
 6:00 p.m. Everyone gathers and the hymn sing starts. 
 6:15 p.m. We begin our liturgy around the tables, sharing elements of the Passover Seder and 
      Holy Communion.  

 6:45 p.m. A lasagna dinner (with vegetarian and vegan options) is served by our Olivet cook,  
      James Shaff, for a donation.  Salad, bread, beverages included.  Please bring a dessert to  
      share; all ages welcome.  RSVPs with church office or sign-ups at Sunday coffee hour  
      will help us in planning and set-up.  
 8:00 p.m. A Maundy Thursday Watch will be held in the Sanctuary until 10:00 p.m. 
This time of private prayer and meditation will be held in answer to Jesusõ question to his disciples, 
òCould you not watch with me one hour?ó while in the Garden of Gethsemane.   Those wishing to 
represent their prayers visually may light tapers and stand them in a basin of sand near the altar.  
 

GOOD  FRIDAY                                                          April 2,  7:00 am and 5:30 p.m. 
Our final Lenten Breakfast will be served at 7:00 a.m., with a reading by our Interim Minister and sharing 
of prayer joys and concerns.  Children are most welcome, even in their pajamas!   
 

The evening service begins at 5:30 p.m. for older youth and adults.  The liturgy consists of hymns, 
scriptures and prayers centered on the dramatic reading of the account of the Passion story in St. Johnõs 
Gospel, and concludes with the Solemn Collects for Good Friday.  
 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER                                                  April 3, at 8:00 p.m. 
The first service of Easter is a drama in four acts:  I) the lighting of the Paschal fire in our outside 
Courtyard, II) entering the Sanctuary and rehearsing of our holy history, III) the renewal of our baptismal 
vows, and (IV) the first Communion celebration of Easter.  The service has a quiet, unrushed pace, and 
worshippers are invited to relax into its rhythms and allow it to have its way with their hearts.  The 
service takes about 1 ¾ hours.    

 

EASTER SUNDAY                                                        April 4, 10:00 a.m. 
All ages join together for our celebration of the Resurrection and Holy Communion.  Childcare will be 
provided for children up to age 4; older children will stay with their families through the service.   Holly 
and Joy Stoerker will again share their beautiful òegg treeó with us in the social hall, as we enjoy Coffee 
Hour fellowship following worship.   
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Olivet Church Council Meeting ð March 9, 2010 
 

Present:  Jeff Benjamin, Rob Arnold, Christian Solter-
mann, Nancy Berry, Bob Mazanec, Caroline Stone, 
Ann Hobbie, Paul Clasen, Holly Stoerker, and Anne 
Swallow Gillis.  
 

Absent: Tim Bremicker, Barb Nilles, and Barbara 
McClellan 
 

Opening: Anne Swallow Gillis lit a candle as a visible 
sign of the invisible Christ in our midst.  Following 
the sharing of joys and concerns, Anne offered an 
opening prayer. 
 

Minutes:  The minutes of the February 9, 2010 meet-
ing were approved as drafted.   
 

Moderator's Report:  Jeff Benjamin explained that 
there are a number of interrelated issues which the 
Council needs to address in response to the motion 
adopted by the congregation at the January 31 An-
nual Meeting.  He distributed a handout summariz-
ing issues related to staff compensation and the 
budget surplus, including: a 5-year history of salary 
adjustments, 2011 budget forecasts and considera-
tions, and the history and causes of budget surpluses.  
After considerable discussion, the following motion 
was approved:   
1.    Provide raises for all staff, except the minister, by  
       making a 3% òbase adjustmentó to each em- 
       ployee's compensation, retroactive to January 1,  
       2010.  This is not to be considered a performance- 
       based adjustment. 
2. Request that the HR Committee assist the Council 

in reviewing the compensation for each of Olivet's 
staff positions, using market surveys of compara-
ble positions.   

3. Request that the HR Committee assist the Council 
in clarifying the evaluation criteria used for staff 
performance reviews. 

 
It was agreed that item 3 should be undertaken in ad-
vance of the mid-year staff evaluations, allowing suf-
ficient time to consider any changes that may be nec-
essary, as part of the development of the 2011 budget. 
 

Ann Hobbie explained that the position of Wednes-
day Night Cook has typically been handled òoff-
budgetó and funded directly from Wednesday night 
proceeds.  Moving it into the budget would reflect  
that, as a church, we collectively value this ministry.  
The change would be budget-neutral, given that  

 
 

 
Wednesday income and expenses are even. The 
Council approved the following motion: that the in-
come from Wednesday night dinners go into the gen-
eral budget and that the cook position be moved to 
the personnel rolls and funded within the budget, 
similar to other employees. 
 

The Council agreed that it is important to develop a 
philosophy regarding the use of budget surpluses, if 
and when they occur.  This topic will be addressed as 
part of the Council's annual retreat in September. 
 

Treasurer's Report:  Rob Arnold distributed the State-
ment of Activities and Budget Comparison through 
2/28/2010.  He noted that income and expenses are 
normal for this point in the calendar year.   
 

Pastoral Search Committee: Holly Stoerker distrib-
uted a written report summarizing the most recent 
work of the Search Committee.  She explained that 
Olivet's Church Profile was transmitted to the UCC 
on March 1.  Olivet's position is posted on the UCC 
website and will also be advertised in the Christian 
Century magazine. Several ministerial profiles have 
already been received and are being reviewed by the 
committee.  A variety of material has been posted on 
the òNew Pastor Searchó web page of Olivet's web-
site, including updates from the committee and the 
Statement of Leadership in Ministry from the Church 
Profile. 
 

Diaconate:  Holly Stoerker distributed a handout on 
òPrayer in Meetings,ó which the Deacons developed 
for use by committees of the church.  It includes sev-
eral suggestions for ways to integrate prayer more 
fully into business meetings and a variety of opening 
and closing prayers that can be used.  The Council 
agreed that it would try the ògleaningó for prayer 
technique at its next meeting.  
 

Interim Minister's Report:  Anne Swallow Gillis sug-
gested that the Council consider establishing a new 
Pastoral Relations Committee to provide feedback 
and ongoing emotional and spiritual support for the 
minister.  It was agreed that this would be put on the 
April Council agenda for discussion.  Anne also de-
scribed new trends in what motivates people to join 
churches.  She commented that Olivet may want to 
explore its requirements of membership, how new-
comers are mentored in the faith, and the Litany of 
Membership.  It was agreed that the Membership, CE, 
and Worship committees should share responsibility 
for this issue and that the chairs of those three   

Olivet Church Council Minutes 
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committees should meet to discuss ways to begin the 
discussion, acknowledging that the new minister 
should also be involved.  Anne reported that she and 
the Transition Team will be encouraging the congrega-
tion to share feedback on Sunday sermons.  She also 
invited the Council to give her feedback on the priori-
ties for the remainder of the interim: helping the con-
gregation grow in prayer, equipping members with 
theological language to share their beliefs, and new 
member outreach. 
 

Community Works Caroline Stone reported that Oli-
vet's website now includes a òVolunteer Corneró that 
posts volunteer opportunities with a variety of organi-
zations outside of Olivet.  Caroline also described the 
committee's outreach activities including: the food 
drive for the Department of Indian Affairs, Easter 
hams for Little Sisters of the Poor, March 18 workday 
on a Habitat house, furnishing an apartment at Com-
mon Bond homeless shelter, and repainting homes 
with òBrush for Kindness.ó  The Finance Committee 
was asked for clarification on two budgeting items: the 
òkitchen fundó and the Christmas Eve offering for the 
Harvey Fund. 
 

Building & Grounds:  Christian Soltermann con-
firmed with the Council that the railing project on the 
Fellowship Hall balcony can proceed.  Addressing the 
deterioration of alley window wells and back stairs 
will be part of the overall tuck-pointing work.  The 
kitchen leak has been repaired so planning can begin 
on renovation of the downstairs youth room.  In addi-
tion to painting and new furniture, the room will re-
quire mold prevention treatment, cleaning, and new 
sheet rock.  Kathy Oakley has designed a new bro-
chure describing Olivet's Wedding Use policies. 
 

Christian Education:  Following the meeting, Ann 
Hobbie submitted a written report that described the 
following: The Adult Ed offering on Wednesdays in 
Lent is going very well.  Seventeen books have been 
disseminated, with numerous people also requesting 
copies of chapters.  Discussions about the Christian 
creeds and our varying beliefs have been lively and 
interesting.  On Communion Sundays, we will con-
tinue to try to welcome children gracefully back into 
the service to partake of a blessing during this sacra-
ment.  We ask the congregation for grace and patience, 
as this is sometimes òeasier said than done.ó  The com-
mittee is spending $8 per volunteer teacher to conduct 
background checks, per UCC recommendations.  This 
will cost approximately $240 and will need renewal 
every 5 years.  The committee clarified a childcare pol-

icy: for church program events, childcare will be paid 
for using current childcare employee or youth volun-
teers may be sought.  For church social events, youth 
volunteers will be sought and a free-will donation 
from parents encouraged.  
 

Stewardship: Bob Mazanec reported that the annual 
One Great Hour of Sharing special offering is being 
planned for April 25.  Joel Peterson is helping out by 
writing an article for the April Olivetian, and there will 
be other reminders leading up to the special collection 
on the 25th. 
 

Membership:  Nancy Berry reported that the commit-
tee is exploring having a new picture directory pub-
lished using an outside photo directory company.  
Anne Swallow Gillis suggested that, in the meantime, 
the committee consider a simple update and reprint-
ing of the existing directory, which has become very 
outdated. 
 

Worship:  Paul Clasen reported that Holy Week ser-
vices will be similar to those held last year.  He also 
mentioned a number of potential music-related ex-
penses that are being discussed, including refurbish-
ing the sanctuary grand piano, re-voicing the organ, 
and purchasing copyright permission to reprint music. 
   

To close the meeting, the Council read in unison one of 
the prayers written for them by the Deacons.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Holly Stoerker 

for Barbara  McClellan 
    

Olivetian Available Online 
Current and past issues of the Olivetian 
are now available at Olivetõs website, 
www.olivetucc.net.. Just click òOlivetian 
Onlineó in the menu to access current 
and past issues in full color.  
Note that our monthly calendar of meet-
ings and events is also available on the 
website; just click òPrograms and Calen-
daró to access it. 
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Sunday School 
Sunday School classes are from 10:15 to 11:15 a.m.  
Teachers for April:: 

Godly Play:  Julia Hynnek, and Heather Ploen, 
doorkeeper 
Grades K-1:  Sarah Rynkiewich 
Grades 2-3:   Annie Celander 
Grades 4-5:  Gabriela Testa 
Grades 6-7:  Ann Berg  

Our youth (grades 8-12) are invited to stay in 
worship. If you are in eighth grade or older and 
have received the Red Cross Babysitter training, you 
may volunteer in the church nursery. Please contact 
Grace Anderson for more information or if you 
would like to volunteer. 
 

Nursery Care 
Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from  
8:30 -11:30 a.m. for children birth through 3 years of 
age.   On Easter Sunday, April 4, since there is no 
Sunday School, childcare will be provided for 
children 4 and under.  On Wednesdays from 6:15 ð 
7:45 p.m., care is provided for ages birth to 4 years 
old. 
 

Sunday Adult Christian Education 
Tim Polk leads Sunday morning lectionary Bible 
study, beginning at 8:30 a.m.  Whether you havenõt 
opened a Bible in years or are a daily reader of the 
Bible, come and join this lively discussion group 
based on the biblical texts for each  Sundayõs 
worship.  Childcare is provided. 
 
 

Childrenõs and Junior Choir Rehearsals in April 
Buffy Larson will offer Junior Choir for children 
third grade and up.  Ann Hobbie will offer 
Children's Choir for children ages 3-second 
grade.  Both choirs will rehearse after church from 
March 21-May 9 (no rehearsal on Easter).  Both 
choirs will offer their music at the Children's 
Sunday service on May 16.  If anyone is willing to 
help coordinate choir snacks and/or provide a 
snack, please let Kate McGowan know:  (651) 695-
1755. 
 

 
 
  

Christian Education Happenings 

Faith Formation for All Ages 

Grace Notes 
Grace Anderson 
Director of Christian Education 
 

As spring comes again with its promises of 
new life and abundance, I think of the chil-
dren in our midst and in our lives.  They are 
like the spring when growth and newness 
abound.  How, as a church and as their care-
givers, can we feed and nurture their spiri-
tual growth? 
 
We can provide them with the stories of our 
faith and hopefully equip them with the tools 
to ask questions.  In my own faith develop-
ment, I remember sharing doubts that I had 
with my minister.  I believe I was in Confir-
mation at the time.  His response has shaped 
me as a Christian and as a person ever since.  
He said, òThe more you question, the deeper 
your faith may be.ó   
 
So, maybe the answer is providing a safe and 
open space for our children to ask questions, 
explore their faith and learn from our own 
journeys.  We donõt have to have all the an-
swers to their questions but if we are open to 
them, we give our children a huge gift! 
 
Blessings, 
Grace 
 
Please note that Grace Anderson, Director of 

Christian Education, will be out of the office 

from Monday, April 5 through Saturday, April 

10. 
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Wednesday Evenings at Olivet 
The òWednesday Evenings at Olivetó programs  be-
gin at 5:50 p.m. with an All-Church Dinner.   Chris-
tian Education programs for adults, children and 
youth run from 6:30 p.m. ð 7:30 p.m.  Full schedule 
for the evenings: 
 
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 p.m. All-Church Dinner, Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Childrenõs Bell Choir rehearsal 
6:30 p.m. Christian Education for all ages 
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir rehearsal, Choir Room 
 
 

April Childrenõs Christian Education 
April 7  Games, Crafts, Homework Help 
14,21,28 
 
April Adult Christian education 
April 7  Last Tokens of Trust discussion 
April14- òBeing Christian in the 21st Centuryó 
  May 19 (Details will follow in April bulletins 
  and e-mails.) 

  
 

NOTE:  NO WEDNESDAY PROGRAM 
ON MARCH  31 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Youth Group  
 
The Olivet Youth Group meets on Wednesdays 
from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the Youth Room on the 
second floor.  Heidi Hall, our Youth Director, 
leads.  All youth grades 7-12 are welcome!   For 
more information, call Heidi at (651) 253-4663 or e-
mail her at hallhei@bethel.edu.  
 
The Youth Group will have a Lock-In the night of 
April 16.  Youth are asked to be at church at 8:00 
p.m. and need to be picked up the next morning at 
8:00 a.m.  For more information, please contact 
Heidi Hall. 
 

Join Us to View the  

Dead Sea Scrolls 
 

We have a unique opportunity to view 
some of the Dead Sea Scrolls, while they are 
on exhibit along with other archeological 
artifacts from that era, at the Science Mu-
seum in St. Paul.  Discovered in 1947, these 
ancient Jewish manuscripts date back to the 
time of Jesus, before our present Bible was 
formed. 
 

Contact the church office, or Cynthia Jones 
(651) 464-0690 if you would like to join the 
church group.  A date will be set in April or 
May, after we hear back from those inter-
ested. 

 

Thanks to Our Children from  

Heifer International!  
 

òI want to thank all the Olivet Sunday School 

kids for giving so generously through the 

Heifer International gift catalog.  Your gift 

to Heifer is another opportunity to help a 

family lift themselves out of poverty and be-

gin a journey toward a brighter future.  
 

òYour gift keeps on givingñproviding a sus-

tainable source of food, income and opportu-

nity  to more and more families.  Itõs no ex-

aggeration to say that we couldnõt do our 

work without you!  Thank you very much for 

your support!  
 

Sincerely,  

Jo Luck  
President, Heifer Internationaló 

 
(Olivetõs kids contributed $130 through their 
Sunday School offerings toward the pur-
chase of animals to help international fami-
lies in need.)  
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 

 
 

  

4 
EASTER SUNDAY 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Communion Sunday  
 

No Sunday School;  
no Childrenôs or Junior Choir 

5 
 
 
. 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m.,  

 

6 
Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

 

Open Basketball,  7:00 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Transition Team, 7:00 p.m..Library 
 

Pastoral Search Committee,  
7:00 p.m., Parlor 

11 
 

Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

 
Childrenôs and Junior Choirs re-

hearse after worship. 
 

12 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m.  

 
Bach Society of Minnesota, 

7:00 p.m., Parlor 

13 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 

Church Council, Parlor,  
7:00 p.m. 

 

18 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Childrenôs and Junior Choirs re-
hearse after worship. 

 
Twin Cities Recorder Guild,  
Fellowship Hall and Parlor 

2:00-5:00 p.m. 

19 
 

Lyra Baroque Orchestra  
rehearsal, 10 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 

Sanctuary  
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  
7:00 p.m. 

20 
 

Lyra Baroque Orchestra  
rehearsal, 10 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 

Sanctuary  
 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 
 
 

25 
Christian Ed meeting,  

Library, 8:30 a.m. 
Sunday Schedule*  
Worship 10:00 a.m.  

Childrenôs and Junior Choirs rehearse 
after worship. 

Asako Hirabayashi Student Recital, 
2:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

26 
 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  

7:30 p.m. 
. 

27 
 

Staff Meeting, 1:00 p.m. 

   *Sunday Schedule  
 8:30 a.m. Study of Scripture for the Day 

     10:00 a.m. Worship 
10:15 a.m. Nursery and Sunday School 

Worship is always followed by a  
Fellowship Coffee Hour 



9  

 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 1 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 
Supper of Remembering, 
6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 

 
Maundy Thursday Watch, 

8:00-10:00 p.m.,  
Sanctuary 

2 
GOOD FRIDAY 
Lenten Breakfast,  

Fellowship Hall, 7:00 a.m. 
 

Evening Service, 5:30 
p.m., Sanctuary 

 

3 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 

THE GREAT VIGIL OF 
EASTER 

8:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

7 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  

5:00 p.m. Confirmation  
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

8 
 

Olivet Menôs Group, 
Parlor, 6:30 p.m. 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 

7:00 p.m. 

9 
 

Second Friday Movie Night, 
Parlor, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

10 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 
 

14 
 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation  

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

15 
 

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  
Fellowship Hall 

 
 

16 
 

May Olivetian  
deadline ! 

 
Youth Group Lock-in 

begins 8:00 p.m. 

17 
 

AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
 
 
 

21 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra  

rehearsal, 10 a.m.-1:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary  

 

Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

22 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra  
rehearsal, 10 a.m.-1:00 

p.m., Sanctuary  
 

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,  
Fellowship Hall 

 
Wedding rehearsal  (non-

member), 6:00 p.m.,  
Sanctuary 

23 
 
 
 
 
 

Wedding (non-member), 
7:00 p.m., Sanctuary 

 
 

24 
AA Open Meeting,  
9:30 a.m., Library 

 
Yuko Heberlein Student 

Recital, 3:00 p.m.,  
Sanctuary  

 
 

 

28 
Wednesday Night at Olivet  
5:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 Childrenôs Bell Choir 
6:30 Christian Education 

7:35 Adult Choir 

29 
Church Directory  

Photos,  
2:30-9:00 p.m.,  

Parlor and Nursery  

30 
Church Directory  

Photos,  
2:30-9:00 p.m.,  

Parlor and Nursery  

May 1 
Church Directory  

Photos,  
10:00 a.m.ð4:00 p.m., 

Parlor and Nursery  
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Each Sunday during the prayer requests, 
a Deacon offers a prayer of thanksgiving 
for one of Olivet's members who is no 
longer among us, but upon whose shoul-
ders we now stand.  We lovingly call 
them Olivet Saints.  During this interim 
period, as we move forward in faith, lis-
tening for what God would have us be in 
this place and time, let us remember with 
gratitude the ordinary everyday people 
from past generations who built and sus-
tained this church.  Following are the 
prayer requests during the past month. 
 

3-07-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 

the Rev. Keenan Sheldon, who served as Olivet's 
minister from 1948 to 1956.  During that period, 
dozens of neighborhood young people were at-
tracted to Olivet and made the church their òhome 
away from homeó for evening study halls, basket-
ball, baseball, and youth groups.  Rev. Sheldon and 
his wife Margaret, known as òMom and Pop Shel-
donó to kids throughout the community, were also 
raising a severely handicapped daughter.  As one 
long-time Olivetian recalls, òthat gave them special 
insights and, by extension, taught the rest of us 
about patience and perseverance.ó 
 

According to Rev. Sheldon's successor, the Rev. 
Ralph Slotten, òKeenan and Peg left an unusual leg-
acy of college-age young people who had serious 
thoughts of entering the Christian ministry.ó  Five 
young men from Olivet entered the ministry during 
the Sheldon years.  The Sheldons also promoted the 
formation and development of Olivet choirs for all 
ages.  There were 100 choir members in 4 choirs, 
including a cherub, children's, junior, and senior 
choir.  Thanks be to God for the Rev. Keenan and 
Margaret (Pop and Mom) Sheldon! 
 

3-14-2010 Prayer Request:  Today we give thanks for 

Mr. W. A. Buchanan, who joined Olivet in 1909.  
The following year, Mr. Buchanan served as Super-
intendent of the Sunday School and enrollment in-
creased 61%, from 257 to 414.  Thanks be to God for 
Mr. W.A. Buchanan!  
 

3-21-2010 Prayer Request: Today we give thanks for 
Emily R. Brown, who was one of the 30 original 
charter members of Olivet when the church was 
established in 1888.  She died in 1937, having been a 
member of Olivet for nearly 50 years.  Thanks be to 
God for Emily R. Brown!   

 
 

3-28-2010 Prayer Request: Today we give 
thanks for Lee and Dorothy Whitson.  Lee 
was an electrical engineer with an eye for 
detail and numbers.  He shared his business 
skills with Olivet as church Treasurer and 
chair of the Investment Committee.  And he 
applied his engineering skills to the task of 
revamping the church's heating system.  
Lee was an indispensable source of knowl-
edge and advice in many aspects of church 
business.  As one Olivetian noted, òLee was 

sort of like everybody's favorite uncle.ó   
 

Dorothy, a member of Olivet since childhood, was 
bright, warm, funny, and a gracious entertainer.  
She served on the church Council and was a mem-
ber of Olivet's women's fellowship during the years 
when there were 6 different women's groups ð each 
named for one of the letters in òOLIVET.ó  Thanks 
be to God for Lee and Dorothy Whitson! 

-Holly Stoerker 
Senior Deacon 

Olivet Saints 

 

òOne Great Hour of Sharingó  
Offering Is April 25 

 

Each spring at Olivet we join with 6,000 UCC congre-
gations and with congregations from eight other Prot-
estant denominations in the òOne Great Hour of Shar-
ingó offering.  Money from this offering supports 
work with international partners òto carry Godõs mes-
sage of love and hope to people in more than 80 coun-
tries, providing sources of clean water and food, edu-
cation and health care, small business micro-credit, 
emergency relief, and advocacy and resettlement for 
refugees and displaced persons.ó 
 

More than 60% of OGHS donations support initiatives 
òto support sustainable communities, following Jesusõ 
example of giving help to the poor, nourishment to 
the hungry, liberation to the captives, healing to the 
sick and justice to the oppressed.ó   
 

In Haiti, work supported by OGHS funds and more 
than $1 million dollars raised in special offerings by 
UCC congregations have assisted more than 150,000 
people with water, food, shelter and daily needs.  
 

April 25 is the date on which we at Olivet will, once 
again, do our part to share resources and change lives 
through this 60-year-old tradition of One Great Hour 
of Sharing.  - Joel Peterson, Stewardship Committee 
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Community Worksõ Recent Activities to Help Meet 
Urgent Community Needs 
The Community Works committee has been staying 
busy trying to help meet needs in our local commu-
nity, including these accomplishments: 
 
In March, our children helped put together òMoving 
Inó baskets containing a wide array of cleaning sup-
plies and other necessities for families moving out of a 
homeless shelter into permanent housing.  These bas-
kets were delivered to The Family Place, with which  
weõve worked for many years. Itõs a day shelter for 
homeless families in downtown St.  Paul that provides 
not only a safe place for these families during the day 
but also has special programs for the kids and support 
for the adults. 
 
Thank you to everyone who donated food to the 
March Food Share month collection for the St. Paul 
Area Council of Churches Department of Indian 
Works. We collected over 200 pounds of food and also 
sent $1,000 from the Harvey Fund.  Both the pounds of 
food and the cash will be matched by the Minnesota 
Food Share organization. 
 
In April, we will be providing Easter hams and other 
needed items for dinner to the Little Sisters of the Poor.  
They house 120 low-income seniors who need assisted 
living/nursing care. 
 
Lastly, we are donating our old printer and a box of 
paper to the Arlington Teen Shelter. 
-Sarah Senaratna for the Community Works Committee 
 

 
 
 

Volunteer Shoppers Needed!    
During the month of April, the Community Works 
Committee will be sponsoring òMoving Out Basketsó 
to aid women and their families at Womenõs Advo-
cates in St Paul.  Womenõs Advocates, founded in 1974, 
was the first shelter in the nation for battered women 
and their children.  The shelter is a safe place where 
battered women and their children can escape domes-
tic violence.  In addition to providing housing, 
Womenõs Advocates provides advocacy, personalized 
support, education, and resources for nearly 1,000 
women and children every year.  The òMoving Out 
Basketsó will provide needed home supplies to aid 
residents as they move from the shelter into safe, more 
permanent housing.  Volunteer shoppers will be pro-
vided a list of needed items.  All costs related to the 
purchase of the items will be reimbursed by the Com-
munity Works committee.If youõd like to help out, 
please contact Suzy Ahrens at 651-222-1757 or 
dr_suzy@juno.com. 
 

Dining Out for Life 
Dining Out for Life will take place on Thursday, April 
29th.  This community event is hosted by Aliveline, a 
non-profit serving the HIV/AIDS Community since 
1985. There are over 135 restaurants this year to choose 
from.  A complete list of the participating restaurants 
and sponsors is posted on the website: 
www.aliveness.org. Last year Dining Out For Life 
raised $128,000 in one night and this year the goal is to 
raise $130,000, 14% of their annual budget.  Gather 
your friends from church, school, or  your neighbor-
hood and plan to go out to dinner Thursday, April 29.  
If anyone is interested in getting a group of Olivetians 
together for a meal together a local place, contact Caro-
line Stone at chws@mac.com.  Thanks. 
 

Caring  Corner 
The Community Works Committee continues to col-
lect: 

Coupon booklets such as Smart Source, Red Plum 
and P&G Brandsaver for "Store to Door." 
Paper and plastic grocery bags for Keystone Food 
Shelf. 
Non-perishable foods like Tuna, Ham, Spam and 

Jam!  Can we fill the Food Shelf grocery cart in the 
Fellowship Hall? 
Also visit the Caring Corner webpage on Olivetõs 
website at www.olivetucc.net for other volunteer 
opportunities.  

Community Works 

Olivet kids cheerfully helped pack ñMoving Inò baskets. 

http://www.aliveness.org
mailto:chws@mac.com
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The United Church of Christ:  
Our Denomination 

Jonathan Morgan 
 
Olivet Congregational Church is a 
member of the denomination called 
the United Church of Christ.  It is 
well for us to ask:  What is the 
United Church of Christ and how 
did this denomination come into 

being?  And what does it mean for Olivetians and 
for Olivet Congregational Church to be members of 
the United Church of Christ? 
 

The United Church of Christ was formed in 1957 
through a merger of the Congregational Christian 
churches and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Churches.  The Congregational Church was formed 
early in American history in New England, and in 
the early 20th century merged with a small denomi-
nation known as the Christian Church.  The Congre-
gational Church has a storied history in furthering 
education, advocating abolition of slavery, and in 
inclusion of all people in the body of Christ.  In 1957, 
at a time when there was a movement toward ecu-
menism and merger, the Congregational Christian 
churches and the Evangelical and Reformed 
churches (in the liberal German tradition) joined to-
gether.   Some Congregational churches elected not 
to join the newly formed denominationñthe United 
Church of Christ.  Olivet Congregational Church, 
however, elected to join but kept the Congregational 
name.  Since the merger, the United Church of 
Christ has evolved and developed into a significant 
and forceful presence in American religious life.  
 

Soon after the formation of the United Church of 
Christ, the Minnesota Conference became one of 
many conferences of the UCC across the country.  
There are over 140 churches in the UCC in Minne-
sota, and about 35,000 individual members.  There 
are many volunteers supporting the work of the 
Conference, and there is an annual meeting for 
which Olivet selects delegates.  The national offices 
of the UCC are centered in Cleveland, Ohio.   
 

The mission statement of the Minnesota Conference 
states: òThe mission of the Minnesota Conference of 
the United Church of Christ is to increase the love of 
God and neighbor by strengthening covenantal rela-
tions among all settings of the United Church of 
Christ and by working with our ecumenical and in-
terfaith partners.ó  The Conference includes a host of  
 

 
 
 
program ministries (for example Justice and Wit-
ness, Faith Formation for Children and Youth, and 
Pilgrim Point Camp/Outdoor Ministries).  The Con-
ference serves churches and individual members of 
the Conference in various ways including 
     Empowering and assisting churches in transition; 
     Promoting congregational vitality and new  
         church development; 
     Providing outdoor ministry programs for all ages. 
Rev. Elena Larssen is the Associate Conference Min-
ister who is working with our search committee as 
we move through transition toward a call for a set-
tled minister at Olivet.  We are grateful for her sup-
port. 
 

Our budget at Olivet includes funding to support 
the work of the Minnesota Conference.  A portion of 
the funding is in turn forwarded to the national of-
fice in Cleveland to support its work ð which re-
cently includes efforts such as disaster relief in Haiti 
and Chile.  The Conference also supports other im-
portant endeavors such as the work of the Minne-
sota Council of Churches. 
 

 It is important for us at Olivet to know that we are 
connected as an integral part of a larger religious 
communityñthat we are not an isolated island.  Our 
brothers and sisters in the Conference, and through-
out our denomination, share our concerns and 
hopes, our prayers, and our commitment to justice 
and the building up of the realm of God in and 
through Christ Jesus and the blessings of the Holy 
Spirit.  In our congregational tradition, we are gov-
erned by and through our congregation.  At the 
same time, our task is also to strengthen the connec-
tions ð the bonds ð in our United Church of Christñ
to share our abundance for the common good and to 
expand our spiritual horizons beyond our walls.  We 
in the UCC often cite our denomination as òunited 
and unitingó even as we recognize and proclaim di-
versity in our perspectives. 
 

The United Church of Christ recently adopted the 
statement: òGod is still speaking, . . .ó  The insertion 
of the comma after the word speaking is intended to 
reflect the understanding the God is not finished 
with us ð that we are continually learning and 
searching and knowing what God calls us to do and 
to be.  Let us extend our hearts and thoughts and 
sustenance to those who journey with us as part of 
our United Church of Christ. 



13  

 

Moderator's Update  
Jeff Benjamin 
 

All- 
As a follow-up to the churchõs Annual 
Meeting in January, the Church Council 
approved a 3% base adjustment salary increase retroac-
tive to January  1, 2010 for all staff at the March 9th 
council meeting.  This adjustment does not include 
Anne as her contract was amended this past summer.  
We have a great set of programs at Olivet and the staff 
is a big reason why, so we are happy to be able to show 
our support of them during these challenging economic 
times. 
 

As Olivet continues to improve our programs, we want 
to attract and retain the best possible staff.   However, 
there may be some concerns that this increase is too 
much or possibly not enough depending on the per-
spective one takes.  Therefore, we will complete a sal-
ary survey in preparation for the 2011 budget to ensure 
Olivet is remaining competitive. 
 

The Council also discussed the 2009 budget surplus 
and reviewed the history of surpluses over the last few 
years.  Budget surpluses occur for two reasons. 
   1. Olivet expenses are less than the planned budget. 
   2. Pledge income is more than planned. 

Historically, Olivet surpluses have been driven by 
spending less than is planned.  Often this is on purpose, 
as late-in-the-year pledges are behind plan.  In 2009 we 
had a significant surplus because we underspent on 
purpose, due to pledges being well behind plan in Sep-
tember and then at the very end of the year pledges 
came in well ahead of the plan.  This is an extraordi-
nary blessing, but this income pattern cannot be 
planned or budgeted. 
 

There are a few actions we can all take to help minimize 
this situation in the future. 
   1.  Please pledge generously and keep up to date on 
your pledge.  Stewardship will periodically remind us 
of where we stand to help us all out. 
   2.  The Council should budget what is needed and 
then spend accordingly.  The Council will stay focused 
on doing this in 2010 and beyond. 
   3.  If we do have additional surpluses, Olivet should 
have a philosophy and a plan to handle such an oppor-
tunity.  There are many good ideas and a small group 
will be charged with putting together a recommenda-
tion this year so we all know what to expect. 
 

Please let me know if you have any questions or inputs 
to the topics above.  I am always willing to share a 
donut and a conversation after the Sunday service. 
 

Thank you. 
Jeff Benjamin 

Treasurerõs Report 
(as of February 28, 2010) 

 

             Year End    YTD      YTD 
INCOME                                  Budget                     2010                     2009 
Pledges 225,741 86,116 82,006 
Endowment Draw 31,958 0 0 
Other 46,346 6,306 12,366 
TOTAL 304,045 92,422 94,372 
 

EXPENSES 
Pastoral & Staff 202,229 31,387 31,757 
Program & Benevolence 42,146 3,384 1,622 
Building & Office 50430 15,732 19,505 
TOTAL 294,805 50,503 52,884 
 

Net income over expenses 9,240 41,919 41,488 
                                                                                                                                

           - Barbara Nilles, Treasurer 
Stock Gifts 
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office by letter or e-mail and let us know the following information: 
1. What stock is being transferred, from whom, and the number of shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesnõt 
always say who itõs from. Unless the office has been informed, itõs hard to know whom to credit. 

2.     When it is being transferred.   
3. Call the church office if you need information to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. We will provide a letter  template 

for your donation. 
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Interim Ministerõs Schedule  
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis is usually in the of-
fice Tuesday through Friday from 9:00 a.m.-2:00 
p.m., or by appointment.  You can leave church 
business messages for her at the church phone, 651-
646-1478, or e-mail her at anne.swallowgillis  
@comcast.net.  When the church office is closed 
(after 2:00 p.m. weekdays and on weekends), you  
 

 
 
 

can reach her for pastoral emergencies at her home, 
651-292-3050.   
 

April Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild, Deacon,  
and Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts 
April Readers:  To be announced.  April Altar 
Guild: Adam Rynkiewich.  April Deacon:  Steve 
Church. April Coffee Hour Coordinating Hosts:  
Buffy and Roger Larson. 
 

Got Game?  Open Basketball on Tuesday Nights 
Need a fun, quick workout or time to blow off 
steam with a game of pick-up basketball?  Come 
over to Olivet on Tuesday nights at 7:00 p.m. and 
you can do just that.  Contact Ben Awes with any 
questions (651-646-5732) or just show up with your 
sneakers and best game! 
 

Olivet Menõs Group Meets April 8 
Olivet Menõs group welcomes Olivet men of all 
ages for dinner and conversation.  The next gather-
ing will be at the church on Thursday, April 8.  We 
gather at 6:30 p.m. to share a meal and then discuss 
a topic of interest to the group.  For more informa-
tion, talk to Ben Awes, Rob Arnold or Richard Kel-
ler, or drop Richard a line at rpkeller3@gmail.com, 
or call him at 612-850-3024 for more information. 
 

2011 Womenõs Retreat 
Olivet women, mark your calendars for the 2011 
Womenõs Retreat.  The date has been set for March 
11-13, 2011. 
 

Anne DeCoster Art Show 
Longtime Olivetian Anne (Junie) DeCoster will 
have a show of her beautiful paintings, òInland Sea:  
Lake Superior at Grand Marais,ó from April 16-
May 29 at the Groveland Annex, 25 Groveland Ter-
race, Minneapolis. Visit www.grovelandgallery. 
com for show opening information and hours.  

 

Ongoing Yoga Classes at Olivet 
Two ongoing yoga classes meet weekly at Olivet 
Monday and Thursday nights in the Fellowship 
Hall.  The Monday class at 7:30 p.m. is vinyasa yoga 
ð flowing, athletic, active ð focusing on breathing, 
stretching, flexibility, strengthening, and bal-
ance.  The Thursday night class at 7:00, taught by 
Kailen Nelson, is more restorative yoga and some-
what less strenuous.  The cost per class varies from 
$7 to $12.50, depending on the number of partici-
pants. Wear comfortable clothes and bring a yoga 
mat.  (We recommend not eating for at least an hour and 
a half before class.) 

Announcements 

New Member Directory 
in the Works! 

The Membership Committee is 
working to produce a new Mem-
ber Directory.  We are partnering  
with Lifetouch to take photo-
graphs and print the direc-
tory.  There is no cost to Olivet 

and each household will receive a complimentary 
8x10 photograph of the picture included in the di-
rectory ñand the directory is also free.  Everyone 
has the opportunity to purchase additional por-
traits and copiesñbut we are assured there will be 
no pressure or "hard sell."   Pictures will be taken 
at the church Thursday and Friday, April 29 and 
April 30th, from 2:30 to 9:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
May 1, from 10:00 to 4:00 p.m.. We will begin sign 
up immediately.  We have examples of other 
church directories and brochures from Lifetouch 
that may inspire you!   
  

The new directoryñand the new online directory 
offered through Lifetouchñwill be useful to all of 
us, not just new members and a new minister.  We 
will be working to encourage all of Olivet's mem-
bers to get pictures into the new directory.  Watch 
for the sign-up opportunities after church on Sun-
days and online (detail will follow in bulletins and 
e-mails.)!  Please contact Kathy Lamp  (651-690-
1699) with questions. 
 

When you sign up for a photo session, you will be 
eligible for a $10.00 gift certificate toward any pur-
chase you may choose to make of additional cop-
ies or photographs.  In addition, if you bring do-

nations for the food shelf to the photo session, 
you will receive a certificate for an additional $5.00 
toward any portrait order.  Olivet will also receive 
an additional donation from Lifetouch for our 
Community Works Committee. 

mailto:rpkeller2@gmail.com


15  

 

The Prayer List 

      Please keep the following Olivet members and friends in your prayers this month.: 

 Norma BAYARD, mother of Jeannine, at Lyngblomsten Home. 
Grace BURKLUND, undergoing treatment for recurrence of cancer. 
Betsy DOERMANN, facing the challenge of lung cancer.   
Virginia DURAND, at home. 

       Joyce GUSTAFSON, at Lyngblomsten Care Center. 
 Mary HUBER, sister of Richard Dana, facing treatment for breast cancer. 
 Tabi JAVID, recuperating from hip replacement surgery. 
        Martha KAEMMER, recuperating from surgery. 
       Dorothy KAYSEN, at Walker Methodist Health Care Center, Minneapolis 
       Ron KRAMER, facing the challenges of cancer. 
       The PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE:  Rachel Awes, Steve Church,  
  Rachel Clasen, Roger Larson, Linda Mazanec, Tom McClellan,  
  Tim Polk, Holly Stoerker, and ex officio member Jeff Benjamin. 
       The Rev. Marion POCKER, undergoing chemotherapy for lymphoma. 
 Dawn SINGLETON and her husband Steve Church, as Dawn recovers from  
  recent surgery. 

APRIL CELEBRATIONS 
                                                                     

                                                                  ANNIVERSARIES 

       
 
 

BIRTHDAYS 
 

Kari Bremicker 4/1 
Wendy Stansbury-OõDonnell 4/4 
Frank McGowan 4/5 
Allison Berry 4/6 
Wayne Thompson 4/6 
Janice Gibbons 4/7 
Kathy Oakley 4/11 
Ann Beimers 4/12 
Martha Kaemmer 4/15 
Peter Olin  4/16 

Gabriela Testa 4/17 
William Benjamin 4/18 
Andrea Burmeister 4/18 
Finnegan Cornell 4/19 
Ben Raines  4/20 
Tim Polk  4/22 
Teddy McGowan 4/24 
Paul Mazanec 4/26 
Julia Hynnek 4/27 
Elissa Helmeke 4/27 

Kip Lilly and Jeannine Bayard  4/4 

As we continue our search for a new settled minister, we offer this  
Prayer for Olivet's Pastoral Search 

Almighty and Gracious God, we ask your blessing on Olivet's Pastoral Search Committee and our congre-
gation.  Grant usé 
  Courage and Strength for the journey ahead; 
  Patience in times of frustration and uncertainty; and 
  Trust, both in one another and in your infinite wisdom. 
Guide the committee with your loving hand and open their hearts and minds to discern your will.  Keep 
us all faithful to the process and near to You in the days ahead.  In Jesusõ name we pray, Amen. 
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers 
 

 

      The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis Interim Minister Jeff Benjamin   Moderator 
      Paul Boehnke Organist/Choirmaster Barbara Nilles     Treasurer 
      Grace Anderson Director of Christian Education  Barbara McClellan                         Clerk 
      Kathryn Oakley  Office Manager Holly Stoerker                 Senior Deacon  
      Leonard òButchó Schultz Facilities Gwen Lilly Lead Childcare Provider  
          Heidi Hall Youth Program Adam Rynkiewich Altar Guild 
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      Gabriella Testa    Sunday School Teacher  
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