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August 8th August Sunday Worship
Celebration Schedule
and Farewell

The heart of our i fe t

10:00 a.m.: We gather for worship in the Sanctuary
’ > X The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis preaching August 1 -8
will be leading us in wor- The Rev. Richard Olmsted preaching August 15-29

~ shipforthe last time as our Children join us for worship during the month of
Interim Minister. We will be gather that day August, with childcare provided for those
to celebrate Anneds ministry Wita@esﬁéndun&epd bid

Anne and husband Chris a fond farewell as

Sunday, August 8, is the day
that Anne Swallow Gillis

they embark on their new adventure in August 1. Tenth Sunday after Pentecost We gather

Maryland, where Anne will serve as Interim for Holy Communion and to consider how we take on

Minister with Immanuel UCC in Cambridge. the onew selfdé in Christ, des
Following the worship service, everyone is (Colossians3:11) and grow it oOorich t
invited to stay for a summer potluck. 12:1321). Our Common Lectionary passages for the day

_ also include Hosea 11:211 and Psalm 107:19, 43.
Plan to be in church on August 8 and stay for

the potluck and celebration. Think cool, cas- August 8: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost In this
ualandfun! We 6r e asking yop finalSupday witgouralnterig Minister, The Rev. Anne

vorite summer salad or plate of sandwich Swallow Gillis, we share in a Litany of Thanksgiving

fi xinos Iceaeammandoppings will and Farewell for our two years together. Scripture

be provided for dessert. No long speeches passages include Genesis 15:6; Hebrews 11:13, 816;
areplanneddwe 6r e t hi nki ng |wePsalm33:128%and Luka 12@240. The story of our

open the courtyard doors and enjoy the day forebears, Abraham and Sarah,
and one another 8 and all that we have done texts and gives us hope as we journey into the unknown.

together with Anne over the last 24

August 15: Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost We
months. Thanks be to God! From the Transi- g y

tion Teamd Rav Ah T McClell ] wel come The Rev. Ri chard Ol ms
lon 1ea ay rens', omcean,qna- I nterim, 6 who will serve as o
than Morgan, Susan Price, Sarah Rynkiewich . )
next several months until the arrival of our new settled
and Joy Stoerker. . . .
mini ster . The sermon topic
Praising to Live, 6 working fr

I n honor of A rCaneriursty mi |ni

st.r . )
Works has organized a special Keystone epistle to the Ephesians, 1:314.

Food Shelf Collection. Cash donations to the August 22: Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost We
Harvey Fund and food donations to the Oli- reflect on the topic 00nly Wo
vet grocery cart will be totaled on August 8 Isaiah 6:1-8, Hebrews 4:916, and Luke 5:311.

and matched dollar for dollar and pound for
pound by an anonymous Olivet donor. With
summer months a time of special need, make
your donations generous in honor of Anne!

August 29: Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Rev.

Ol mstedbs sermon title i s 0Mo
with texts for the service including 2 Corinthians 4:5 -18

and Matthew 6:25-34.




| From Your Interim
| Minister

The Reverend

Anne Swallow Gillis

Near the end of the worship service on Sunday, Au-
gust 8, the Olivet congregation and | will join in a
oLitany of Thanksgiving
lease one another from our commitment and obliga-
tions as pastor and people, offering gratitude, ex-
pressing forgiveness and sending each other forth
into the unknown future. | will no longer minister
among you, serving as your interim pastor and
teacher as | have these last two years. The next day,
my husband Chris and | will pack our U -Haul and
begin our journey to Cambridge, Maryland. There,
on the shores of the Chesapeake Bay, | will begin in-
terim ministry with Immanuel United Church of
Christ, as they seek to discover what God is calling
them to do next.

| am deeply grateful for our ministry together here at
Olivet, and have been nurtured, challenged and de-
lighted by my time among you. The beauty of your
building, the energy of your community outreach,

the depth of your faith discussions, the integrity of
your worship, all have been a tremendous gift to me.

| have sought to share the truth of the Gospel with
you, as | understand it, with honesty and compas-
sion. Your welcome of me, your trust in me and

your willingness to try new ways of being church
together have been a joy. | have pushed you and you
have pushed me; we have each grown in a number of
unexpected ways.

While we do not yet know who your new settled
minister will be, | am confident that the excitement |
see on the faces of the Pastoral Search Committee
hints of imminent, new pastoral leadership. Pray for
that new pastor and teacher; ask God how you might
be more fully involved in his or her first year at Oli-
vet. Then share with this new person about where
you see God working in your lives and in this
church. Tell your new minister about the ways God
seeks to transform and challenge this congregation
next. Each of you have insight to share; your new
minister will need to hear from all of you. May God
bless you as your ministries unfold together!

With gratefulness and in ministry with you,
Anne

(Re-)Introducing The Rev. Richard Olmsted,
Our oO0Sustaining Inter:i

The Rev. Richard Olmsted will be serving as part-
time interim minister at Olivet until the time when a

her position. Dick served as interim during the first
few months after Mark
pleased and honored to be asked to serve again dur-
ing the final weeks or months of the interim period.

Dickds relationship with
important place in his life. It began in the summer of
1973 when he moved to St. Paul to take up a place in
the Philosophy Department of the College of St.
Catherine. On his first weekend in St. Paul, he led
worship and preached at Olivet because Mark Cox,
Tom Foss and Marjorie Wonser were canoeing in the
Boundary Waters with members of the youth group.
Dick and Markdés friendshi
began their studies at Yale Divinity School. On his
second Sunday at Olivet, Dick met Marjorie Wonser,
who was head of Child Protection Services at the
Ramsey County Welfare Department. Mark offici-
ated at Dick and
Marais on July 20, 1974. Their daughters Allison and
Christine were baptized at Olivet and Dick was or-
dained into the ministry of the United Church of
Christ at Olivet in October of 1979. Mark officiated
and preached at Al
after her death from a malignant brain tumor in Sep-
tember of 2007.

Dick received his BA from Drew University and his
BD and PhD from Yale University. He served as
minister of the Chapel Hills UCC in Edina, Minne-
sota, for three years and then began a 22/ear minis-
try at Acton Congregational Church in Acton, Massa-
chusetts, from which he retired in August of 2005.

Dickds first time in the
15. His office hours are tentatively set to be Tuesday,
Wednesday and Thursday from 9:30 a.m. to 12 noon.
Welcome back to Olivet, Dick!
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Pastoral Search Committee Update

Greetings, dear Olivetian friends,

We are now nearing the end of our time with
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis. What a
tremendous gift it has been to have her
leadership and heart. It seems almost a miracle
that we could attach so positively, warmly, and
beautifully with someone else following our

long and beloved relationship with Rev. Marc
Cox. We have learned so much from this. That
we are more than our minister. That God is our
true lead. That God is faithful. That in loss there
is space for gain and healing and hope. That our
community holds such space and that creation
continues to unfold right in our midst.

We now face transition again. There will be a
period of time between Anne's leaving and the
arrival of a new settled minister. | know in my
own life that these transitions and griefs are
times when | lean into God more strongly. Itis
time for my faith to grow stronger in what | can
not see. ltis like night driving and | can only see
a little bit ahead, but enough to get me where |
need to go and when | get there, | drop to my
knees with thank yous to God! (Night driving is
not my favorite thing to do!).

Please know that the search committee's vision is
becoming clearer and clearer. It won't be too
much longer and our night driving will turn to

day. It always does. It is how our skies are
made.

We have been in the midst of dialogue with four
candidates, intensely so with two. Four
remarkable human beings. We are filled with
hope and promise. It is difficult to know exact
dates of anything as | write this, but the goal of
inspiration and call is finally feeling within
reach. We will notify you of clarity when we
can.

Again, thank you for all your input with the
survey, focus groups, informal conversations,
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and prayers. Your placing this task into our
hands has been of a great and humbling honor.

All with love, every step,
Rachel Awes, C@hair,
Olivet Pastoral Search Committee

As Ol ivetds search f

enters its final stages we offer this
Prayer for Olivet's Pastoral Search

Almighty and Gracious God, we ask your
blessing on Olivet's Pastoral Search Commit-
tee and our congregation. Grant us...
Courage and Strength for the journey
ahead;
Patience in times of frustration and
uncertainty; and
Trust, both in one another and in your
infinite wisdom.
Guide the committee with your loving hand
and open their hearts and minds to discern
your will. Keep us all faithful to the process
and near to You in the days ahead. | n J e
name we pray, Amen.
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Olivet Church Council Minutes

Olivet Council Meeting: July 13, 2010

Present: Jeff Benjamin, Tim Bremicker, Paul
Clasen, Christian Soltermann, Caroline Stone,
Ann Hobbie, Bob Mazanec, Rob Arnold, Nancy
Berry, Holly Stoerker, Anne Swallow Gillis, Bar-
bara McClellan

Absent: Barb Nilles

Anne Swallow Gillis opened the meeting by light-
ing a candle as a visible sign of the invisible Christ
in our midst, and we spoke of our joys and con-
cerns.

The Minutes of the June meeting were approved
as presented.

Moder at or 0Jeff BRgamim,rBarb Nilles
and Paul Clasen interviewed a number of candi-
dates for the position of sustaining interim minis-
ter, who would fill in between the time when

Anne Swallow Gillis leaves and a settled minister
is hired. This person would be hired at twenty
hours a week for three months, and would fill the
pulpit, guide the adult education programming,

be here for Wednesday night activities, and do
some pastoral care. The Rev. Richard Olmsted
was selected to fill this position beginning August
9, and a motion was passed to make the offer to
him. Richard told the committee that he would
prefer not to take on t
week. The Christian Education Committee said
that Grace Anderson would be interested in pre-
paring and presenting the sermon for the chil-
dren, and the Council passed a motion asking her
to do this, at $50 per Sunday.

Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC): At previ-
ous meetings we had discussed the formation of
this Committee and then passed a motion to form
the Committee. Members have been selected
from three areas of the church: Tim Polk and Tom
McClellan from the Pastoral Search Committee,
Susan Price and Joy Stoerker from the Transition
Team and Andrea Burmeister and Sarah
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Rynkiewich from the congregation at large. The
last two members for the committee will be cho-
sen by the new settled minister when he or she is
chosen.

Next month the Council will discuss the Council
Retreat and address some questions about why it
is held each year and if we will continue it in its
present form.

Tr easur er &Reb AReldreported that we
are in good shape, even though pledge income is
slow at this time. There have also been extra ex-
penses because of various projects around the
church including tuck pointing, landscaping, and
irrigation work.

The Finance Committee brought up some busi-
ness from last month about having an Audit or
Review of Olivetds fi
sion, a motion was passed to get three bids for an
Audit of the | ast two
to continue to have an Audit every five years after
this one. It was suggested that a line item be
added to the budget to cover the cost of the Au-
dits, to spread out the expense over the five year
intervals. Another item mentioned to consider
adding to the budget was the cost of sabbatical
leaves for a settled minister and spreading those
costs over a few years as well.

BufidinG dhdl &r8LhdE: N BritistiSnSoItaHAdhn € 2 C h

told us that Joan Cox has completed the two
stained glass windows for the sanctuary. A tenta-
tive date of October 10 was mentioned for their
dedication, and final decisions on the details will
be made at the next Council meeting.

Pastoral Search Committee: Holly Stoerker told
us that instead of the two candidates for a new
minister that were mentioned to the congregation
recently, we should imagine that more than that
number are being considered. This weekend will
be the beginning of the
didates over the next few weeks in order to meet
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them and talk to them in person. In the next month
or two, Holly will be presenting the Council with a
tentative copy of a Call Agreement, which is a type
of contract between a church and a minister to be
hired.

The rest of the meeting was devoted to an Exit In-
terview with Anne Swallow Gillis. She spoke of the
two years she has been with us and the highlights

of her time here. She also gave us some suggestions
of things that she thinks would be good ideas for us
still to pursue.

We have loved having Anne with us as she has
lifted us up and moved us along carefully to this
point in our journey at Olivet as we look forward to
a new minister in our midst.

Anne closed the meeting by inviting Council mem-
bers to lift up concerns with a Gleaning Prayer.

Our next meeting is August 10 at 7:00 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Barbara McClellan,
Olivet Church Clerk

Treasurer 0s
(as of June 30, 2010)

Year End
INCOME Budget
Pledges 225,741
Endowment Draw 31,958
Other 46,346
TOTAL 304,045
EXPENSES
Pastoral & Staff 202,229
Program & Benevolence 42,146
Building & Office 50430
TOTAL 294,805
Net income over expenses 9,240

Stock Gifts

YTD
2010
131,924

0
23,833
155,757

104,253
23,097
32,118

159,468

-3,711

port

YTD
2009
134,512
0
30,674
165,186

99,229
15,450
35,600
150,279

14,907

When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the following information:

1. What stock is being transferred, from whom , and the number of shares .
al ways say who itds from. Unl ess
2. When itis being transferred.

3. Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney.
- Barbara Nilles, Treasurer
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Christian Education Happenings

Supporting Faith Formation for All Ages

Grace Notes

Grace Anderson
Director of Christian Education

I n Paul ds | etter to the

just as the body is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body, though many,
are one body, so it 1is
so true this summer at Olivet. We are one com-
munity or one body and the parts in the form of
dedicated volunteers have worked hard this
summer on many projects during the so-called
downtime in June and July. Volunteers worked
hard to bring together
Program. Other volunteers are putting in count-
less hours remodeling the youth room down-
stairs. In addition, volunteers are readying
classrooms for the fall and bringing together the
stories for our Godly Play curriculum. Recruit-
ment has also begun for teachers for the fall.

We are blessed at Olivet with the dedication of
the many who bring together the body of Christ
in our Christian Education program. | look for-
ward to getting back into the swing of things at
my return this month.

Blessings,
Grace

Nursery Care

Nursery care is available each Sunday morning from

9:45-11:30 a.m. for children birth through
3 years.

August Christian Education Meeting

The next Christian Education meeting will be
Sunday, August 8 at 8:30 a.m. in the parlor. All are
welcome. Please consider joining Christian
Education for the upcoming school year. Speak
with Ann Hobbie if you would like to help: (651)
6442961 or benjamin@usfamily.net.

Mark Your Calendars!

Wednesday, September 1
Youth Group Kickoff (time TBA)

Wednesday, September 8
hle0 Gathingr PGhay@r Eaas her

Sunday, September 12
Sunday School resumes for ages 4 through
middle school.

Wednesday, September 15
OWednesday Nights at
lowship Dinner, Adult Education and Chil-
drends Progr am.

Friday, September 24

Housed6 at 7:00 p. m.
ment, sing, write poetry, tell jokes? Start
thinking about what t
share!
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New Pastoral Relations Committee Begins
Our July Olivetian described in detail the rationale
for and creation of the new Pastoral Relations
Committee (recent Olivetianscan be viewed online,
at the Olivet website www.olivetucc.net and paper
copies are available from the church office). In brief,
the Pastoral Relations Committee (PRC) seeks to
support and maintain a healthy relationship and
open communication between the pastor and
members of the congregation and to provide
emotional and spiritual support for the pastor. The



http://www.olivetucc.net/

committee does not have an evaluative role regard-

reactions to the printed material, which focuses on

ing the pastords per f or ma lpothéhe individualtifé of grayer and theochadende pf he
Human Resources Committee for all Olivet staff. evangelism for congregations. Facing our reactions
The Pastoral Relations Committee servesintwopri- t o t he dreaded oOevangel i smo
mary ways: as an advisory group to the pastor and of responses, and we had lively discussions about
as support for the past or ghmtelaehpidtelres hd @Qaod Newsd t hat
After looking at vari models for h committ about what we believe and experience in our lives as
nj Or? Id grablvadl_ous pnes ?t\?vucmcot'n ! ?ﬁs’ Christians. Our group reflected the broad theologi-
and considerable diScUssion over two meetings, the cal diversity of this congregation, and conversations
Church Council voted in May to establish a Pastoral . .
) : : : were often painful as we acknowledged the differ-
Relations Committee. By email and newsletter, Oli- .
T : : ences between our beliefs. However, when the con-
vet members were invited to give their names to our :
; : versatlon turned to What We Were actually ex?e ienc-
Moder at or i f they W|shed Gs&z dﬁ" e h at
laradedé members of the n |ngW|th antteRlsenC |t|nourm|dstrt -
9 deBa?ng H’sappeareg the Ilsten|ng deepened afd"

composition of the committee is as follows, repre-
senting various groups of current church life here at
Olivet:

e From the Pastoral Search Committee: Tim Polk
and Tom McClellan

e From the outgoing Transition Team: Susan Price
and Joy Stoerker

e From the congregation at-large: Andrea Burmeis-
ter and Sarah Rynkiewich

e The new settled mini
mined.

I will meet with this new group once before my de-
parture, for orientation and some training. The Pas-
toral Relations Committee will be available to sup-
port the ministry of our
Rev. Richard Olmsted, and will be ready to welcome,
listen to and advise the new settled pastor.

our sense of intimacy with one another grew.

Each group member had a prayer partner, with
whom they met once a week to discuss what they
were experiencing in prayer. We each agreed to fol-
|l ow a 040 days of prayer
exercises and Bible readings from the study guide.
Week by week, the candor of our conversations in-
creased, as we explored both the sense of increasing

s t e rcansectionhas wedl as:the hollow andl silenttinéseinr -

our relationships with God. People began to share
where they sensed God leading them, challenging

them, and inviting them to transformation in various
parts of their lives. We talked about how important
these k|n of sharlngrgroups could be |n the Ilfe of

8ive

From the group, Andrea Burmeister has agreed to

-Anne Swallow Gillis field questions about the future of upcoming similar

Findings from the
Each Sunday morning in June and July, eight Olive-
tians gathered with me in the church parlor before
worship to share our prayer lives together. We used
a study guide that is being piloted in about a dozen
United Church of Christ congregations through our
Minnesota Conference, and in various denomina-
tions across the country. Having described this
study guide in our May newsletter, | will share with
you a few reactions to our experience.

Since the group was time-limited, closed after its for-
mation, and we maintained strict confidentiality in
what we shared, members grew increasingly able to
share freely about their private prayer lives. Each
group member committed to reading the material,
which explored the connections between our individ-
ual prayer | ives and our
NewsO6 about the Chri
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stian

small group opportunities. She will be gathering the
original e| tin August for pla nmg other study
ourhblgg ng %1 ogpel
of the original group will lead this next group, and
those who have participated are willing to create ad-
ditional groups if needed. Talk with Andrea if you
are interested in an eight-week experience such as
this, starting in September (651:690-5275). Hervey
Evans, Anne Simpson, Suzy Ahrens, Sarah and
Adam Rynkiewich, Gordon Deane, and Barb Nilles
are also eager to share with you their experiences in

prayer. I nvite them
you!

-Anne Swallow Gillis
ability to share the
faith. We had a vari
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AUGUST 2010

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY
1 2 3
Pastoral Relations Committee,
8:30 a.m., Parlor
Summer Sunday Schedule*
Communion Sunday
8 9 10
Yoga, Fellowship Hall, Church Council meeting,
Summer Sunday Schedule* 7:00 p.m. Parlor, 7:00 p.m..
Farewell Party for Open Basketball, 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Anne Swallow Gillis, Fellowship Hall
11:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall
15 16 17
Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
Summer Sunday Schedule* 7:00 p.m.
The Rev. Richard Olmsted,
Sustaining Interim, begins.
22 23 24
Summer Sunday Schedule*
Senior Flower/Veggie Deaconbdés Meet.
Basket Delivery, Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 7:00 p.m.
afternoon 7:00 p.m.
29 30 31

Summer Sunday Schedule*

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,
7:30 p.m.

ng,



WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 ) 6 7
Ol i vet Menos| Group, h o me| Building & Grounds Commit-
iWednesday Wit hl( ofurhi)Friddiindd &30! tee meeting, 8:00 a.m.
Reading/Discussion Group, m. . .
6:30 p.m., Courtyard p-m Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m.
AA Open Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Library
11 12 13 14
iwednesday Wit hl( o®¢FelgushingHal |
Reading/Discussion Group, 7:00 p.m. AA Open Meeting
6:30 p.m., Courtyard 9:30 am., Library,
18 19 20 21
AWednesday With{(out) Wendell ¢ AA Open Meeting,

Reading/Discussion Group,
6:30 p.m., Courtyard

Yoga Class, 7:00 p.m.,
Fellowship Hall

September Olivetian

deadline!

9:30 a.m., Library

Senior Veggie/Flower

Baskets shopping and

assembly, kitchen, late
morning

25

AfWednesday With
Reading/Discussion Group,
6:30 p.m., Courtyard

26

( oYoda Claswy&@.00cdbenl, | ¢
Fellowship Hall

27

28

AA Open Meeting,
9:30 a.m., Library

*Summer Sunday Schedule

10:00 a.m. Worship
9:45-11:30 a.m. Nursery available
Worship is always followed by a

Fellowship Coffee Hour




Bit by Bit and Project by Project,

Olivet Is Renewed!
by Christian Soltermann, Chair, Building and Grounds

During the first part of 2010 much has happened
have been busy, very busy, as several projects have been started, completed, or are in progress of
getting started.

Our committee has been meeting the first Saturday of each month to discuss the various needs of
our church and ponder new ways to enhance the beauty and safety of this great historic building.
Following our meetings we have completed small (sometimes not so small) upkeep work around
the church. We call this the Bit x Bit program, now in its third year and well established. This pro-
gram is a great opportunity for the entire congregation to get involved, participate and take owner-
ship of t he-bang Ourtuturéd kes witk yol. We are always
looking for new people to join the Building and Grounds Committee. Our
next meeting is August 7, 8:00 to 9:00 a.m., with the Bit x Bit program to
follow for approximately two hours right. The work that we do is very
rewarding and | encourage you to participate. Please consider it.

The following is a list of major projects that are in the final phases.

« Redalen Masonry undertook a large tuck pointing and concrete repair
project for us. Work that was included was fixing the crumbling brick
facade on the alley side and Dewey and Iglehart Streets, and repairing
the deteriorating chimney (if you look closely, the chimney height has
been reduced by one foot). In addition the Iglehart concrete steps have
been replaced in an effort to provide a better protection from salt wa-
ter leaching into the adjacent brick, deteriorating it.

« With a plan provided by Olivetian and landscape architect Deb Bartels, we have re -landscaped
the entire court yard, removing all the mugo pines that took over the area like weeds, planting
hydrangeas along the Dewey Street side and installing a new irrigation system to provide the
proper moisture for the new plants. We believe that with the new landscaping the three bronze
sculptures in the court yard have been greatly enhanced and are on much better display.

Some members of the 7:00 a.m. Courtyard land-
scaping crew: Anne Simpson, Wendy
StansburyO'Donnell, Andrea Burmeister,

Buffy Larson, Site Boss Deb Bartels, Karen
Tarrant, and Anne Swallow Gillis.
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