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Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

The heart of our life together 
10:00 a.m.:  We gather for worship in the Sanctuary 

Rev. Michael Wasylik presiding 
Nursery provided for children ages 3 and under  

 

September 4:  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
(Communion Sunday) Lectionary texts include 
Exodus 12:1-14; Psalm 149; Romans 13:8-14; and 
Matthew 18:15-20. 
 

September 11:  Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
and Rally Sunday Readings include Exodus 14:19-
31; Psalm 114; Romans 14:1-12; Matthew 18-21-35. 
 

September 18:  Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
Readings include Exodus 16:2-15; Psalm 105:1-6, 37-
45; Philippians 1:21-30; and Matthew 20:1-16. 
 

September 25:  Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost   
Readings include Exodus 17:1-7; Psalm 78:1-4, 12-
16; Philippians 2:1-13; and Matthew 21:23-32. 
 

☼ 
Rally Sunday 

September 11, 2011 
What do you love about Olivet? 

What are your dreams for Olivet? 

What can YOU do  

to make them happen? 

See page 3 for details. 
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The Olivetian is published 
monthly by Olivet Congregational 
Church (United Church of Christ), 
1850 Iglehart Avenue, St. Paul, 
MN 55104.  Contact the church at 
(651) 646-1478 or con-
tact@olivetucc.net to comment, con-
tribute, or note changes of address. 

Faith in action:  2011 Olivet Youth Mission Trip. Victoria, Quinn, Matt, 

Abe, Sarah, Mekea, James, Joe, Tom, Hervey and Heidi assist in Joplin, 

Missouri tornado damage clean-up; see page 2 for story. 
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From the Pastor 
The Rev. Michael Wasylik 
 

You might be a 60-year member of 
Olivet Congregational Church—or 
you might have attended once and 

somehow managed to get on the mailing list.  I 
might be the new pastor to you, or I might be the 
only pastor you have ever met.  Yet, no matter 
where we are on life’s journey, we have all been 
at least once at the crossroads of life called Olivet.   
 
I like being in the same place with people who 
will take my faith journey seriously—even if we 
are merely pilgrims passing along the road.  And 
I cherish the Sunday mornings I spend with you 
and your children, especially that first encounter 
when we greet one another after a week gone by.  
If we could somehow slow down time and look 
at that fleeting moment when a smile is offered 
and received, we would find much about what is 
best in the Christian life.  Perhaps it is best de-
scribed as a mutual welcome into each other’s 
life—a palpable sense of being both guest and 
host at the same time.  It makes me recall the 
words of theologian Christine Pohl who says, 
“Jesus’ life and ministry has hospitality at the center. 
Jesus is both guest and host, dependent on others for 
welcome and startlingly gracious in his [own] wel-
come.”   
 
Ms. Pohl’s words describe the sense of being 
home in another’s life, but not in a ―place‖ per se.  
Maybe the ―place‖ is a relationship, but even a 
graceful word like that seems too clumsy a term.  
Maybe it is what Martin Buber described as an I-
Thou encounter—namely, the fierce realization 
that there is no me without you.  Or maybe the 
place we feel is simply called ―Heaven.‖   
 
So, when someone walks into Sunday worship, 
they are, of course, walking into ―my‖ church—
my familiar space and my home.  However, 
when someone walks into Sunday worship, they 
also have invited me into their life for one impor-
tant hour.  And there is no greater privilege than 
to have someone entrust his or her life to me in 
this way.  It is like holy ground.  I see such a life 

as a sacred text through which God will speak to 
me—it is like reading the Bible, except I actually 
get to see the smile.    
 
Sunday, September 11 is what we call ―Rally 
Sunday‖ at Olivet.  It is the time at the end of 
summer to come back to the crossroads of life 
and see whom we will meet—friend and stranger 
alike, though we all are on the same journey to-
ward God.  Let me invite you into the beautiful 
space of our sanctuary, and I am deeply grateful 
that you would invite me into the beautiful space 
called your life. 
 
See you Sunday. 
Michael 

 
2011 Youth Mission Trip:   

Heifer International Ranch   
 By Heidi Wermedal 

 

This July 16-24, the youth of Olivet had the op-
portunity to experience a life-changing mission 
trip, to the Heifer International Ranch in Perry-
ville, Arkansas.  Co-chaperone Hervey Evans and 
I accompanied the group. 
 
The trip began as we drove south to Joplin, Mis-
souri, to help victims of the tornado that devas-
tated the area in June.  No one in the group was 
prepared for what they would see or experience.  
We worked to carry debris from a house that was 
destroyed to the curb so it could be picked up.  
While working, we had the opportunity to meet a 
neighbor and hear first-hand the ways the tor-
nado had affected her and her friends and family.  
The stories she shared with us were touching and 
heart-breaking. 
 
From Joplin we headed to the Heifer Interna-
tional Ranch in Arkansas.  There the youth ex-
perienced life as if they had been born to families 
with very little.  They lived in ―villages‖ (―Tibet,‖ 
―Mississippi Delta,‖ and ―Mozambique‖) with no 
access to electric power and with limited food.   
 
Each group was given difficult decisions to make.  
Some of the decisions faced were what to do with  
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sick family members and no health care, how to 
spend money, what food was needed to sustain 
the family members, and many other practical 
dilemmas.  It was exciting watching the youth in 
our church grow, mature and make wise deci-
sions.  Each night we grew in our faith with de-
votions, Bible reading, and discussion. 
 
The trip was wonderful and I can't wait for the 
youth to share the experience and pictures with 
you.  You should be proud.  I'm certain the les-
sons learned will stick with these youth for the 
rest of their lives. 

-Heidi Wermedal 
 

 
 
  

 

☼ 
Rally Sunday 

September 11, 2011 
 What do you love about Olivet? 

 What are your dreams for Olivet? 

 What can you do to make them happen? 
 

Each September, Rally Sunday marks the oc-
casion we celebrate the start of another new 
year of ministry together.   As families return 
from vacation and the leisure days of summer 
draw to a close, it is a time to greet those 
whom we may not have seen for a few months 
and the new faces among us.  It is a time to 
reconnect and recommit.  It is a time to cele-
brate Olivet and our life together.   
 
Let us remember that it is God who calls us 
together, inspires us to dream of a holy future, 
and gives us strength for the journey.  And so 
this Rally Sunday,  we ask three questions:  
―What do you love about Olivet?  What are 
your dreams for Olivet?  What can you do to 
make them happen?‖   
 
Faith Formation: 
 Children start new Sunday School classes 

and meet new teachers. 
 Lectionary Bible study for adults resumes 

at 8:30 a.m. in the parlor. 
 
Worship at 10:00:  
 Hear fellow Olivetians testify about why 

they love Olivet. 
 Hear the choir sing and trumpets play!  
   
Fellowship at 11:00: 
 Greet old friends and make new friends. 
 Learn how you can be part of Olivet's min-

istries. 
 Volunteer to make it happen. 
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Olivet Church Council Meeting:   July 26, 2011 
  
Present:  Jeff Benjamin, Joel Peterson, Caroline 
Stone, Cris Lien, Paul Clasen, Barb Nilles, Holly 
Stoerker, Carrie Beach, Margaret Tabar and the 
Rev. Michael Wasylik. 
 
Absent: Nancy Berry and Christian Soltermann 
 
Opening:  A candle was lit, Michael Wasylik of-
fered an opening prayer, and council members 
shared joys and concerns. 
 
Minutes:  The minutes of the June 14, 2011 meet-
ing were approved.  In the future, prior to publi-
cation of the council meeting minutes, council 
members will receive a copy of the minutes and 
have two days to submit their comments.   
 
Moderator’s Report:  Current council member 
Sarah Senaratna has volunteered to lead the Fi-
nance Committee for the remainder of this term 
until new elections are held in January, 2012.  
One council seat remains vacant. 
 
The council approved a new job description for 
the position of Director of Faith Formation, for-
merly entitled Director of Christian Education.  
Erik Lien, from the human resources committee, 
joined the council for discussion of the position 
title, contract duration, expectations, and re-
quirements.  It is expected the person will be in-
volved in teaching, training, intergenerational 
activities, and have a weekly worship presence. 
The position will be advertised as a full year po-
sition and will be posted shortly.  The Sunday 
school teaching position will not be filled. 
 
A council retreat is being planned for September 
30-October 1. 
 
Worship:  Dick Olmsted will fill the pulpit dur-
ing Michael’s vacation time at the end of Au-
gust.   
 

 
 

Stewardship:  Joel reported that November 13 
will be Stewardship Sunday. 
 
Youth Ministry:  On July 24, Mekea Larson and 
Hervey Evans reported to the congregation 
about the successful Youth Group trip to the 
Heifer Ranch in Arkansas.  They also spoke of a 
memorable visit to Joplin, Missouri, site of re-
cent devastating tornadoes.  The committee 
leaders are reviewing the composition of the 
2012 youth group and planning age-appropriate 
experiences. 
 
Community Works:  Olivet will be participating 
in gathering school supplies for back-to-school 
drives organized by Keystone Community Ser-
vices and the Dept. of Indian Works. To support 
food shelves, a donation of $500 is being sent to 
Second Harvest and $2,100 is going to Keystone 
from the Harvey Fund.  During July, these gifts 
will be matched by grants.  Later in August, vol-
unteers will assemble flower baskets to be deliv-
ered to Olivet friends and Keystone Community 
Services shut-ins. 
 
Diaconate:  The congregation was invited to join 
the deacons in writing prayers which were sent 
along with the youth group on their mission 
trip.  The deacons are meeting more frequently, 
alternating a business meeting with one devoted 
exclusively to prayer. 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Barb reported that pledges 
are running behind last year’s rate; however, the 
current balance is favorable and she sees no con-
cerns. 
 
Dossal Screen & Stole Project:  A steering com-
mittee has been formed and will be exploring 
ways to preserve material from the creation of 
the original dossal screen; organize a reunion of 
the original stitchers and designers; present in-
formation about the screen at an adult education 
class; and gather ideas for and document crea-
tion of the stole. 

Olivet Church Council Minutes 
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New Business:  At the August 9 meeting (7:00 
p.m.) an hour will be devoted to discussion of 
the article ―Hospitality, a practice and a way of 
life‖ by Christine D. Pohl.  In an effort to shorten 
the business portion of council meetings, yet 
maintain communication, council members are 
to submit in advance written reports of their 
committee activities.  Only items requiring ac-
tion will be discussed at the meeting.   
 
At the August meeting, the council will also 
make plans for Rally Sunday, to be held on Sep-
tember 11, 2011. 
 
Moderator Jeff Benjamin closed the meeting 
with a prayer. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Margaret Tabar 

Olivet Church Clerk 

 

  

 
Treasurer’s Report:  Operating Budget 

(as of July 31, 2011) 
 

             Year End    YTD      YTD 
INCOME                                  Budget                     2011                     2010 
Pledges 209,500 125,872 147,807 
Endowment Draw 37,500 21,875 0 
Other 64,122 29,817 26,799 
TOTAL 311,122 177,564 174,606 
 

EXPENSES 
Pastoral & Staff 213,439 121,458 118,095 
Program & Benevolence 36,505 17,146 25,289 
Building & Office 50,197 38,028 31,015 
TOTAL 300,141 176,632 174,399 
 

Net income over expenses 10,981 932 207 
                                                                                                                                
    

Stock Gifts 
When giving stock as a gift to the church, please contact the church office and let us know the follow-
ing information: 
1. What stock is being transferred, when it is being transferred, from whom, and the number of 

shares. When we receive stock at the brokerage firm it doesn’t always say who it’s from. Unless 
the office has been informed, we don’t know whom to credit. 

2.    Call the church office for a letter template to transfer stock to Morgan Stanley Smith Barney. 
           - Barbara Nilles, Treasurer 

The Olivet Church Council will hold 

its annual retreat  

Friday and Saturday,  

September 30-October 1.   

Moderator Jeff Benjamin will  

provide details as plans are  

fully developed. 
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“Wednesday Night at Olivet” Resumes Sep-
tember 14th – All are Welcome! 
Join adults, youth and children of Olivet for a 
mid-week refresher of that good Sunday feel-
ing!  Events begin with a delicious, low-cost 
fellowship dinner prepared by chef Pat Peter-
son, followed by education options for all 
ages. 
 
Usual Schedule: 
5:15 p.m.  Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 p.m. Dinner, Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Children’s Bell Choir 
6:30 p.m. Christian Education for All; 
     Youth Group Meets 
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal 
 
Sunday School Begins September 18 
This year our Pre-K and Kindergarteners will 
be using the Godly Play curriculum.  Our ele-
mentary classes will be using ―All in One Bible 
Fun‖ and our middle school students will be 
using the Seasons of the Spirit curriculum.  For 
questions regarding Sunday school or to vol-
unteer to teach, please contact Carrie Beach. 
 
Teachers for September 
Godly Play:  Sarah Senaratna (storyteller);  
Suzy Ahrens (door person) 
Grade 1: Cris Lien 
Grade 2-3: Holly Stoerker 
Grades 4-5: Ann Berg 
Grades 6-8: Karen Inman 
 
Our youth grades 9-12 are invited to stay in 
worship.  If you are in 7th grade or older and 
have completed the Red Cross Babysitter 
training, you can volunteer in the nursery.  
Please contact Carrie Beach for more informa-
tion or if you would like to volunteer. 
 
 
 

From the Christian Education Committee 

Carrie  Beach, Chair 

Dear Friends, 
 

This September we find ourselves, once again, 
in an interim period.  And while we’ve finally 
found our settled minister, we are now, with 
the departure of Grace Anderson,  searching 
for a Director of Faith Formation for Olivet.  
Hopefully, this will not be a long journey, but 
a short one that brings a person that Olivet 
and our children need. 
 

I want you to know the Christian Education 
Committee has been working hard in prepara-
tion for this fall and the rest of the coming 
year, fully knowing that the Director of Faith 
Formation position may not be filled yet.  We 
have selected a curriculum ―All in One Bible 
Fun‖ for elementary Sunday school children, 
―Godly Play‖ for our Pre-K and Kindergart-
ners and ―Seasons of the Spirit‖ for our mid-
dle school children.  We are also in the process 
of completing activity plans for our children 
on Wednesday nights.  We are recruiting 
teachers and are always looking for volunteers 
for Sunday mornings and Wednesday nights. 
The Adult Education Sub-Committee also has 
some wonderful offerings planned for fall se-
mester.   
 

This is an exciting time for Olivet.  I hope to 
see many of you Sunday mornings and/or 
Wednesday nights.  If you need anything 
from the Christian Education perspective dur-
ing this interim period, please don’t hesitate to 
contact me or Michael.  We both look forward 
to supporting you this year. 
 

Peace to you all, 
 

Carrie 

Faith Formation  
Supporting Christian Education for All Ages 
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Youth Group 
Youth Group meets Wednesdays from 6:30 – 

7:30 p.m., led by Heidi Wermedal.  All youth 
grades 6-12 are welcome.  For more informa-
tion, call Heidi at 651-253-4663 or send her an 
email at halhei@bethel.edu.  
 
Nursery Care 
Nursery care is available each Sunday morning 
from 8:30 to 11:30 a.m. for children birth 
through 3 years of age.  On Wednesdays from 
6:15 – 7:45 p.m., childcare is also provided for 
children from birth to age 3.   
 
Christian Education Committee Meeting 
The next Christian Education Committee meet-
ing will be on Sunday, September 25 at 8:30 a.m.  
For more information, please contact Carrie 
Beach at (651) 641-6101 or beachkee@gmail.com. 
 

Faith Formation Contact Information 
 Carrie Beach, Chair of Christian Education 

Committee (beachkee@gmail.com) 
 Heidi Wermedal, Youth Group Director 

(halhei@bethel.edu) 
 Cristina Lien, Council Liaison for Youth 

Ministry (eclien@mninter.net)  
 Sarah Senaratna, Council Liaison for Chris-

tian Education (dssenaratna@hotmail.com). 
 Anne Simpson, Chair, Adult Faith Forma-

tion, annedsimpson@gmail.com  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
This summer, “Wednesdays with Wendell,” facili-
tated by Roger Larson, met evenings in the court-
yard to enjoy and discuss stories by noted poet and 
writer Wendell Berry. Enjoying the group were 
Adam Rynkiewich, Roger, Gordon Deane, Andrea 
Burmeister, Pat Hart and Karen Tarrant. Other 
“regulars” missing from the photo include Deb 
Bartels, Tim Bremicker, Paul Clasen, Shirley Clasen, 
and Tim Polk. 
 
 

Adult Faith Formation:  Fall 2011 
 
This fall, the Adult Faith Formation Commit-
tee is planning Wednesday night discussions 
that will be centered on worship. What do we 
value and proclaim of worth? What is Chris-
tian worship?  
 
We will use the acronym ACTS to center our 
discussions. The first sessions will be on Ado-
ration, especially through the arts. We will 
explore Confession and Forgiveness in Octo-
ber and discuss Thanksgiving in November. 
There will be leaders from the congrega-
tion as well as guest speakers and we will 
publicize details every week.  
 
On Sunday mornings Tim Polk will lead Bi-
ble study, starting at 8:30 a.m. on September 
11. There will be new small groups gathering 
for study and discussion—to be announced.  
So stay tuned—this will be an exciting time at 
Olivet! - Anne Simpson, Chair, Adult Faith For-
mation 

mailto:halhei@bethel.edu
mailto:beachkee@gmail.com
mailto:halhei@bethel.edu
mailto:eclein@mninter.net
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY 
   

 
 
 

4 
Sunday Schedule* 

COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

 
 

Open Basketball,  6:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

 

Brass Quintet rehearsal,  
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m. 

5 
LABOR DAY HOLIDAY 
Church Office Closed 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall 

7:00 p.m. 

6 
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Sunday Schedule* 

RALLY SUNDAY 
 
 

Open Basketball,  6:30 p.m. 
Fellowship Hall 

Brass Quintet rehearsal,  
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m. 

12 
 

 
 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall, 
7:00 p.m.  

 

 

13 
 
 
 

 
Church Council Meeting,  

Parlor, 7:00 p.m. 

 
 

18 
 

Sunday Schedule* 
Sunday School classes begin 

 
Open Basketball, Fellowship Hall 

6:30 p.m. 
Brass Quintet rehearsal,  

Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m. 

19 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  
7:00 p.m. 

20 
 
 
 

Deacons Meeting, Parlor,  
7;00 p.m. (tentative) 

 
 
 

25 
Sunday Schedule* 

 

 
Open Basketball,  6:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall 
 

Brass Quintet rehearsal,  
Sanctuary, 7:00 p.m. 

26 
 
 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  
7:00 p.m. 

. 

27 

s e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 1

   *Sunday Schedule 
      10:00 a.m. Worship 

 9:30 -11:30 a.m. Nursery available 
10:15 a.m. Sunday School Classes  

(begins 9/18) 
Worship is always followed by a  

Fellowship Coffee Hour. 
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WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
 

 
1 
 

Worship Committee, 
7:00 p.m., Parlor 

 
Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  

7:00 p.m. 

2 
 
 

3 
 
 

 
 

7 
 

 
 
 
 

8 
 
 
 
 

Non-Member Wedding 
Rehearsal, Sanctuary, 

6:30 p.m. 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall,  

9 
 
 
 
 
 

Second Friday Movie, Par-
lor, 6:30 p.m. 

10 
Building & Grounds,  

8:00 a.m., Parlor 
 

Bit x Bit, 9:00 a.m. 
 

Non-Member Wedding, 
Sanctuary and Hall, 

11:30 a.m.ð 4:30 p.m. 

14 
FIRST  

Wednesday Night at Olivet 
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 p.m. Childrenôs Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m. Faith Formation  
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir 

15 
 
 
 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  

 

16 
 
 
 
 

17 
 

Olivet Choir Workshop with  
Jordan Sramek of  

The Rose Ensemble 
10:00 a.m. ð 3:00 p.m., 
Sanctuary, Hall, Kitchen 

 
 
 

21 
 

Wednesday Night at Olivet 
5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 

5:50 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 p.m. Childrenôs Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m. Faith Formation  
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir 

 

22 
 

 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  

23 
 

24 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

28 
Wednesday Night at Olivet 

5:15 p.m. Adult Bell Choir 
5:50 p.m. Fellowship Dinner 
6:15 p.m. Childrenôs Bell Choir 

6:30 p.m. Faith Formation  
7:35 p.m. Adult Choir 

29 
 
 

Yoga, Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m.  

30 
 

Church Council Retreat 
(continues Saturday) 
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Community Works Sends Harvey Fund Dollars 
to Help Hungry Children Over the Summer 
The Harvey Fund was put to good use this sum-
mer:  a check for $2,100 was sent to Keystone 
Food Shelf  the week of July 17 to participate in 
their dollar per dollar food match.  In addition, 
$500 was sent to Second Harvest St. Paul; these 
dollars got matched 15 times out of a national 
program.  Considering the fact that $37 dollars 
feeds 50 children, you can imagine how many 
children $500 is going to help!  Thank you for 
contributing to the Harvey Fund this summer—
your good deeds are much appreciated. 
 
1700 Sandwiches to Date!  Thank You Everyone! 
Thanks for all of our church members who are 
getting behind our ―sandwich brigade.‖ We have 
delivered 1,700 sandwiches to the Simpson Shel-
ter since April of 2010.  By December, our count 
will be 2,100. To celebrate, we want to cook a full 
meal for the Shelter residents in January of 2012.   
There are between 85 and 100 guests each night, 
so our meal will have to be pretty hearty and lots 
of food.  We prepare the food at the shelter's 
kitchen.  There will be a sign-up sheet for anyone 
who would like to help organize and participate 
in this outreach gesture.  We're "sharing our ta-
ble" with love and compassion. 
 
Here are some reflections from those of you who 
have participated in the Simpson sandwich mak-
ing and delivering activities:  
 "It felt good to slow down and do a simple 

task that I knew was going to make another 
person feel good." 

 "Knocking on the door to the shelter waiting 
for someone to answer the bell, and seeing the 
look of gratitude and relief on the face of the 
person who took the sandwiches is a memory 
that stays with me."    

 "Telling the deli server at Cub that I needed 
12 pounds of turkey for sandwiches at the 
shelter, and piling 13 loaves of bread into a 
shopping cart makes an impression on the 

heart.  Being at the store buying food for 
someone else besides my own family feels 
good." 

 
Olivet To Participate in  

CROP WALK for Second 
Year on October 9 
Last year was our first year as 
a church to participate in the 
CROP WALK, helping to raise 
$25,000 locally for the national 
CROP WALK fundraising ef-
fort.  25% of those donations 
supported local hunger relief 

programs in St. Paul.  Through the walk-
ing efforts of the Friedlund-Isenberg family, Phil, 
Lisa and Gustav, combined with pledges given to 
Caroline Stone as a "spirit walker," we raised 
$503 for the walk. This year, Phil and Lisa plan to 
walk again—will some of you consider joining 
them that day?  We can meet at the church and 
go to the location together.  A sign-up sheet will 
be on the bulletin board outside the 
kitchen.  Let's raise the bar this year and have a 
bigger turnout and have fun doing it.  Getting 
pledges is not a criteria for walking, nor is walk-
ing a criteria for getting pledges!  For more infor-
mation about the CROP WALK go to the Saint 
Paul Council of Churches web-site, 
www.spacc.org,  and find out how you can build 
your own "walking for hunger web-site!"  
Date: Sunday, October 9, 2011, 1:00 p.m. 
Gathering Location: Camphor Memorial United 
Methodist Church, 585 Fuller Avenue, Saint Paul, 
55103.   Walk specifics: Walkers may walk 2.5 or 
5 miles.  Pledges are not connected to the number 
of miles walked.- Caroline Stone, Community 
Works  
 
KIVA Update   
We have made 12 international micro-loans so far 
through the KIVA program and 8 have been fully 
repaid.  Of recent loans, Romans 10:13 has repaid 
25%, Robert 8%, Sonia Cristina 23%, and Josie 
Yabo 24%.  The newest loan of $100 was made to 
Shakila of Pakistan on August 22, plus a $15 do-
nation to KIVA for operating expenses.  Our $500 
is helping people help  

Community Works 

http://www.spacc.org
http://www.churchworldservice.org/CROP/
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themselves to a more stable life.  If you wish to 
track progress, go to kiva.org/team/
olivet_cw.  The KIVA website is both user-
friendly and informative.  I welcome any interest 
in helping to manage our account.  Contact Con-
nie Nelson at cjnels44@hotmail.com or call me at 
952-920-0462. 
 

Bundles of Love   
Hello again to fellow knitters, crocheters and 
quilters!  It's still too warm to be thinking much 
about these cooler-weather activities, but please 
continue with your projects and let me know if 
you need more supplies.  I expect to be deliver-
ing a sizable donation to the warehouse at the 
end of October, so let the weekend of October 23 
be your next deadline.  You may have heard that 
the Arden Hills warehouse was flooded several 
weeks ago during one of our summer down-
pours.  I believe they were able to salvage the 
bundles, but asked for people to help wash eve-
rything. 
 

Questions:  Do you want to continue meeting on 
the 3rd Monday of each month?  Is this helpful to 
you?  The camaraderie and sharing of talents and 
ideas is wonderful, but many of you find it diffi-
cult to attend due to your busy schedules.  We 
could meet during the day if that is easier for 
those who like the company.  Please let me know 
your preferences.  Suggestions welcome. -Connie 
Nelson, cjnels44@hotmail.com or 952-920-0462. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Another Great Habitat Summer! 
Thank you to the Habitat builder volunteers who 
worked side by side with Interfaith Builders in 
August to construct a new home for a Somali im-
migrant couple with six children. In total about 
150 people from the Twin Cities participated in 
construction work. Those from Olivet who 

helped were Deb Bartels, 
Ben Bremicker, Eden 
Bluhm, Karen Tarrant, Pe-
ter Olin, Gordon Deane, 
Pat Hart, and Philip Fried-
lund.   
 
In addition, Marghe 
Tabar's team (Joy Sto-
erker, Andrea Burmeister, 
Susan Price, Audrey Ol-
son, Karen Inman, Nancy 

Berry, Barb Nilles, 
Barb McClellan 
and Marghe) pre-
pared the lunch. It 
was delicious!  
 
We made much 
progress on the 
house, located at 
976 Edgerton St on the East Side. An announce-
ment about the dedication will come later. Phil 

Friedlund commented, ―I 
had a chance to renew 
friendships with a number 
of friends from past builds 
and made a new friend 
with someone whose best 
friend lived next door to 
my grandparents in Chi-
cago.‖ 
 
Next year it would be great 
if Olivet could contribute 

even more workers, maybe as many as 20. Again, 
thanks to all the volunteers; we 
have given hope to another 
hard-working family's dreams. 

 
 

mailto:cjnels44@hotmail.com
mailto:cjnels44@hotmail.com
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Stewardship Update 
As we enter into a new season this fall, where 
does Olivet stand in terms of our giving?  We’ll 
give you the latest update on Rally Sunday. 
 
Faith Promise Sunday, the day when we make 
our financial pledges in support of Olivet’s mis-
sion for the coming year will be on November 13. 

The Stewardship Committee will be working be-
tween now and then to see if it would be possible 
for Olivetians to fulfill their Faith Promise 
pledges electronically through Direct Debit 
(ACH) transfers.  On a monthly date of your 
choosing, your monthly pledge could be trans-
ferred directly from your checking or savings ac-
count to Olivet’s account.  While the costs to the 
church are negligible, the reduction in book-
keeping effort and predictability of revenue (for 
instance over the summer months) would be a 
significant benefit.  Look for more details in next 
month’s Olivetian. 
 
A Year of Disasters:  How Can We Help the 
More Than Twelve Million People Suffering 
from Drought and Famine in Ethiopia, Somalia 
and Kenya?  Olivet has given generously again 
and again for the victims of disasters over these 
last six months, through the One Great Hour of 
Sharing and through the UCC’s emergency relief 
appeals for victims of the tsunami in Japan and 
the for victims of  tornados and flooding in our 
southern states. 
 
The money we gave through One Great Hour of 
Sharing is already at work in the Horn of Africa 
supporting the work of Church World Service 
(CWS) and Action by Churches Together  (ACT) 
providing family food packages, fresh drinking 
water for households, supplemental feeding for 
children under 5,  hygiene  materials, psychoso-
cial support, and water and de-worming pro-
grams for livestock. 
 
But the numbers of people in need and the depth 
of their suffering is hard to put into perspective.  

More than twelve million people affected….The 
death toll in Japan was in the tens of thousands 
with more than a half million people dis-
placed...The flooding and 336 tornados that hit 
the southern U.S. this April killed an estimated 
346 people.  In the three UNHCR refugee camps 
in Kenya alone there are 440,000 people and 1,500 
more arrive every day.   
 
We’ve been giving with great generosity this 
year, but we can’t let this current African famine 
disaster go by without responding one more 
time.  In church on September 18 we will take up 
a special offering to send what we can in support 
of the emergency relief work of the UCC through 
its CWS and ACT affiliates on the ground where 
it is needed most in Kenya, Somalia, and Ethio-
pia.  If you can’t be there, please consider mailing 
a check to the church marked ―East Africa 
Drought /Famine.‖ 

Joel Peterson, Chair, Stewardship Committee 
 

 
 
 

Volunteer with Great River Greening! 
The St. Paul-based nonprofit organization Great River 
Greening mobilizes community volunteers to restore 
and enhance endangered green spaces throughout the 
state. They are organizing community volunteer 
events October 8, 15, 22, and November 5:   
  

Ike’s Creek Volunteer Event 
Great River Greening seeks volunteers to plant trees 
and shrubs, and remove invasive species along Ike’s 
Creek on Saturday, October 8, 8:30 a.m.– 12:30 p.m. 
This rare urban trout stream is a great jewel right in 
the heart of Bloomington.  
  

Pond Dakota Mission Planting Event 

The city of Bloomington and Great River Greening 
need volunteers to help remove invasive species 
at the historic Pond Dakota Mission Park on Sat-
urday, October 15, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. This fun, 
family- friendly event is open to the public.  
  
Powers Lake Volunteer Event 
The city of Woodbury and Great River Greening 
seek volunteers to help remove invasive species 
at Powers Lake on Saturday, October 22, 8:30 .  

Stewardship 

In the Community 
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a.m. – 12:30 p.m. Lunch will be provided to all 
those who attend!   
 
Valley Park Volunteer Event 
Valley Park in Mendota Heights is a popular rec-
reational area with some remnant oak woodlands 
located along side of the park’s trails. The city of 
Mendota Heights and Great River Greening need 
your help to remove invasive species at the park 
on Saturday November 5, 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
 
For complete details on any of these events, con-
tact Great River Greening at (651) 665-9500, ext. 
11 or e-mail volunteer@greatrivergreening.org 

 

“Minnesotans Standing Together” Sunday,  
September 11, at the State Capitol 
Minnesotans Standing Together is a memorial 
event, marking the 10th anniversary of 9/11 at the 
State Capitol Mall in St. Paul on Sunday, Septem-
ber 11 at 2:00 p.m. The program of music, arts, 
prayer, remembrance and testimony will include 
representatives of our rich and diverse religious 
community in Minnesota, elected officials, law 
enforcement officials, first responders, veteran 
organizations and Minnesotans from all walks of 
life. Governor Mark Dayton will speak. A poster 
can be found at www.spacc.org or on 
www.MinnesotansStandingTogether.org. Minne-
sota Council of Churches is the lead organizer for 
this public event. 
 
Episcopal Homes Art Affair 2011!  Saturday, Oc-
tober 1, 10:00 – 5:00 and Sunday, October 2, 
12:00 – 5:00.   You’re invited to see the work of 
many quality Twin Cities area artists in one place
--paintings, pottery, and photography.  If you 
find a piece you can’t resist, a portion of the sales 
proceeds will help support the senior housing 
and services that Episcopal Homes pro-
vides.  Come browse, and invite your friends to 
join you!  Where:  Our campus in the Midway at 
1840 University Avenue West, Saint Paul 
(University and Fairview Avenues) in Cornelia 
House and Coventry Chapel.  University Avenue 
is undergoing construction, but the driveway to 
our campus is open!  Visit our website at 
www.episcopalhomes.org for additional infor-

mation and a directional map, or call 651-632-
8855.  See you at the Affair! 
 
Volunteer Tutors and Mentors Needed in  
CommonBond Advantage Centers 
Grant Watkins, Community Outreach and Vol-
unteer Manager at CommonBond Communities 
visited Olivet in August to let us know of the 
critical need to find volunteer tutors and mentors 
for youth served at three St. Paul locations:  Ca-
thedral Hill Homes, Westminster Place and the 
Skyline building.  You can open doors and 
unlock opportunities by taking an hour and a 
half each week to help the youth succeed in 
school and life. Sign up for a training session at 
www.commonbond.org/volunteer or contact Jes-
sica Ponthan at Jessica.ponthan@ common-
bond.org or (651) 291-1750. 
  

Minnesota UCC Conference Women’s Retreat 
The Minnesota Conference of the United Church 
of Christ will run a women’s retreat to be held 
September 16-18, 2011 at Pilgrim Point Camp 
near Alexandria. Check out details at http://
events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?
llr=xj4cltcab&oeidk=a07e3qql956394025a6 . 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:volunteer@greatrivergreening.org
http://send02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjE1Njc4LUMxOTgtTTEwMTUyNy0tc3BhY2NhZG1pbg0KMzcxNTYxOTgxMDI4NjA1MDM1Mjk3MTAxNTI3MTA0DQo3NzAwMDAwMDMzZWIzNw0KaHR0cDovL3d3dy5zcGFjYy5vcmcvDQpzcGFjYzINCmNvbnRhY3RAb2xpdmV0dWNjLm5ldA%3d%3d
http://send02.thedatabank.com/?r=MTAwMw0KSjE1Njc4LUMxOTgtTTEwMTUyNy0tc3BhY2NhZG1pbg0KMzcxNTYxOTgxMDI4NjA1MDM1Mjk3MTAxNTI3MTA0DQo3NzAwMDAwMDMzZWIzNw0KaHR0cDovL3d3dy5taW5uZXNvdGFuc3N0YW5kaW5ndG9nZXRoZXIub3JnLw0KTU5TdGFuZFRvZ2V0aGVyDQpjb250YWN0QG9saXZldHVjYy5uZX
http://www.ehomesmn.org/
http://www.commonbond.org/volunteer
mailto:Jessica.ponthan@commonbond.org
mailto:Jessica.ponthan@commonbond.org
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xj4cltcab&oeidk=a07e3qql956394025a6
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xj4cltcab&oeidk=a07e3qql956394025a6
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=xj4cltcab&oeidk=a07e3qql956394025a6
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Pastor’s Schedule 
The Rev. Michael Wasylik is in the office Tues-
days through Fridays from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
and by appointment.  You may reach him at (651) 
646-1478 or Michael.Wasylik@comcast. net.  In 
the event of a pastoral emergency, contact him at 
his cell phone number: (708) 752-3034. 
 
Upcoming Lectionary Readers, Altar Guild, 
Deacon, and Coffee Hour Hosts 
Readers:  Patti Bahr (9/4, 9/18, 9/25); Cynthia 
Jones (9/11).  September Altar Guild:  Adam 
Rynkiewich.  September Deacon:  Holly Stoerker.  
September Coffee Hour Hosts:  Cynthia Jones 
and Paul Clasen. 
 
OF GENERAL INTEREST 
Church Office Closed Labor Day 
Note that the church office will be closed on 
Monday, September 5, in observance of Labor 
Day. 
 
Second Friday Movie September 9 
Join fellow Olivetian film aficionados for the first 
Second Friday Movie of the year on Friday, Sep-
tember 9.  Potluck appetizers at 6:30 p.m., movie 
at 7:00, discussion and dessert follow, all in the 
Parlor.  The movie title will be revealed in up-
coming e-mails and bulletins! 
 
“Bit x Bit” Saturday, September 10 
Join members of the Olivet Building and 
Grounds Committee on Saturday morning, Sep-
tember 10 at 9:00 a.m. to tackle the church repair 
and maintenance chore list.  Coffee and dough-
nuts at 9:00; work will finish by 11:30 a.m.  All 
skill levels are welcome!  Contact Christian 
Soltermann with any questions: csolter-
mann@mjs-inc.net.  
 
Choir Workshop September 17 
The Olivet Adult Choir will participate in a choir 
workshop with Jordan Sramek, director of St. 
Paul’s Rose Ensemble, on Saturday, September 17 
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  We are greatly look-

ing forward to all we will be able to learn from 
Jordan. - Paul Boehnke 
 
 

 

 
 
 

October Olivetian Deadline  
Monday, September 19 

All articles and calendar items for the  
October 2011 issue of the Olivetian are due in 

my inbox (contact@olivetucc.net)  
by Monday, September 19.  Thanks!  

- Kathy Oakley, Office Manager 

Volunteer at  
Galtier Magnet School This Fall! 

 
Several Olivetians have joined with some mem-
bers and friends of St. Mary’s Episcopal Church 
in Merriam Park to tutor students, help class-
room teachers, and operate the school library at 
Galtier Science/Math/Technology Magnet Ele-
mentary School, 1317 Charles Avenue (two 
blocks north of University Avenue at Hamline 
Avenue).  Volunteers spend an hour or so each 
week (more if you’d like!) working directly with 
the children.  You need not have had any experi-
ence in schools, and there will be a very helpful 
Volunteer Orientation in September for current 
and new volunteers.  I hope you’ll consider this 
very rewarding opportunity.  These adorable 
and needy young children await you! 
If you’d like to join this effort, please contact 
Jean Fabel at jmfabel@comcast.net or 651-636-
2423. I hope to hear from you! –Jean Fabel 

Olivet Announcements 

mailto:jmfabel@comcast.net


15  

  

September Celebrations 
                                                                    

                                                                                         Anniversaries  

Lucy Polk  9/3 
Erik Lien  9/3 
Sarah Senaratna 9/5 
Max Celander 9/6 
Patrick Raines 9/7 
Karen Inman 9/8 
John Martin 9/13 
Luca Hynnek 9/13 
Brent Gustafson 9/16 
Adam Rynkiewich 9/16 
Bruce Nelson 9/21 

Barbara Nilles 9/22 
Henry Gamble 9/23 
Stewart Stone 9/23 
Connie Nelson 9/26 
Rev. Marion Pocker 9/27 
Bennie Reich 9/27 
Christopher Stone 9/27 
Lucy Morgan 9/27 
Henry Mazanec 9/29 
Stephanie Andrews 9/30 

Mark and Wendy Stansbury-O’Donnell 9/5 
John Martin and Joy Stoerker 9/22 

Paul Schaleger and Beverly Dretzke 9/24 
Dave and Sue Sweeney 9/29 

  BIRTHDAYS 

 
 
 
 
 

 

The Prayer List  

 

We pray for those who live with grief, pain, or illness and those in need of courage, wisdom, or peace.  
We pray for Olivet's ministries and our neighbors—both near and far, both stranger and friend.  

And in particular, we pray for those who have asked to be named before God: 
 

Bob BARTELS, father of Deb, recuperating at the Masonic Home from a fall. 
Vanessa BRADBY, recuperating at home following a car accident; but also, with her  
 husband Mark and son Henry, celebrating the birth of Vivian Marie Bradby, 6 pounds, 
 8 ounces, on August 23.  Both mother and baby are doing well! 
Gordon DEANE, facing the challenge of prostate cancer. 
Virginia DURAND, at home. 
Joyce GUSTAFSON, at Lyngblomsten Care Center 
Shirley CLASEN, mother of Paul, recuperating at home from a heart attack. 
Elfreda REICH, recuperating at home from a fracture. 
Jacob WETTERLING, and all missing children. 
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Olivet Church Staff and Officers 
 

 

      The Rev. Michael Wasylik Pastor Jeff Benjamin   Moderator 
      Paul Boehnke Organist/Choirmaster Barbara Nilles     Treasurer 
      Carrie Beach Chair, Faith Formation Committee  Margaret Tabar       Clerk 
      Kathryn Oakley  Office Manager Holly Stoerker                 Senior Deacon  
      Leonard ―Butch‖ Schultz Facilities Gwen Lilly Lead Childcare Provider  
          Heidi Wermedal Youth Director Adam Rynkiewich Altar Guild 
          Buffy Larson Bell Choir Director Paul Clasen Head Usher 
          

 Office Hours: Monday through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 
The Olivetian is published monthly. 

  Phone (651) 646-1478   Fax  (651) 644-3838 
www.olivetucc.net     contact@olivetucc.net 
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